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For immediate release 
April 6, 2014 
Contact: GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
Media note: Photos and b-roll video are available via Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xywzcw1kzq4jbhp/XPI8VjqiUe?n=33951721 
 
 
GVSU tries for world record: number of twins enrolled 
-- President Haas greets students, alumni twins 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Fifty-two sets of student twins plus 12 sets of alumni twins may set a world record, 
and it certainly set a mood for a festive, family celebration April 6 at Grand Valley State University. 
 
University Communications and Alumni Relations hosted an event for current students who are twins 
and alumni twins. There are 101 sets of twins enrolled at Grand Valley, more than half came to the 
event. 
 
President Thomas J. Haas greeted the crowd in the Fieldhouse. “We’re here to celebrate family and to 
also celebrate the uniqueness of Grand Valley,” he said. 
 
Laine and Leah Girard, from Eastpointe, Mich., said it was cool to see so many twins in one place. “We 
thought we were the only ones, we didn’t think there were that many twins here,” Laine Girard said. 
 
The sisters will graduate in April; Laine with a marketing degree and Leah with a physical education 
degree. They said their relationship was similar to a marriage. “People don’t understand the connection 
we have to each other,” Leah said. “We work hard on nurturing our relationship.” 
 
Leslie and Natalie McComb, from Lansing, may not dress alike anymore but they couldn’t fathom 
attending different colleges. “We considered going to different colleges, but my mom said we would 
miss each other too much,” Leslie McComb said. 
 
As young girls, Leslie and Natalie dressed in the same style of outfits but Leslie was always in pink while 
Natalie wore blue. The sisters said they played the same sports and had the same friends during high 
school. 
 
Dan and Tom Hosford graduated from Grand Valley in 2002 and 2003, respectively. They both played 
football for the Lakers’ first national championship team in 2002. 
 
Dan Hosford said that he and his brother felt very lucky to attend Grand Valley together, continuing the 
legacy set by their father, Jamie Hosford, who earned 12 varsity letters during his Laker years (1973-
1977). Jamie Hosford died March 4 after a battle with cancer. 
 
Photos and information from the April 6 event will be submitted to the Guinness World Records. 
  
For immediate release 
April 4, 2014 
Contact: Michele Coffill, University Communications, Grand Valley State University (616) 331-2221 
 
Media note: A dropbox folder of photos, b-roll video and a news release will be ready by 7 p.m. on April 6 
at Dropbox link: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xywzcw1kzq4jbhp/XPI8VjqiUe?n=33951721 
 
 
Media advisory: GVSU tries for world record 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Did you know there are 101 sets of twins enrolled at Grand Valley State University 
this year? 
 
The University Communications staff at Grand Valley will document this potential world record with a 
group photo: 
 
• Sunday, April 6 at 2 p.m., Fieldhouse Arena, Allendale Campus 
 
More than 120 people, including twin alumni and Louie the Laker, are expected. 
 
Media members are welcome to attend. 
  
April 3, 2014 
For immediate release 
Contact: Mary Isca Pirkola, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Baum Series brings noted pianist to Grand Valley State 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. -- The William C. Baum Endowment Fund at Grand Valley State University was 
established in 1998 to support an annual series featuring a special speaker on issues in American law or 
a recital by a noted pianist. The featured guest this year is pianist Dmitri Novgordosky, who won First 
Prize at the Kazakhstan National Piano Competition at the age of 16, and later won the Gold Medal at 
the National Festival of the Arts. 
 
Novgordosky, currently an assistant professor of piano at the SUNY Fredonia School of Music, will 
perform Sunday, April 13, from 3-4:30 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts 
Center, Allendale Campus. 
 
After graduating from the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory, he immigrated to Israel. He later received 
a full scholarship for advanced studies at Yale University where he received Master of Music, Master of 
Musical Arts, and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees. 
 
In 1999, Novgorodsky was granted the “Extraordinary Abilities in the Arts” permanent U.S. residence, as 
one of a small percentage of those who have risen to the top of their field of endeavor. He has 
performed in Russia, Ukraine, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan, Israel, France, Austria, Canada, Turkey, and 
Taiwan, and in the U.S. at Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center. 
 
The Baum Endowment was established to reflect the shared interests of Baum family members. 
Professor Emeritus William Baum, who died in 2007, was a political science professor at Grand Valley for 
40 years and retired in 2005. Nancy Baum, a Grand Valley dance educator, died in 2011. Their son 
Jefferson taught dance at Grand Valley from 2000-2007. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. For more information, contact the Political Science Department 
at (616) 331-2320 or Music and Dance Department at (616) 331-3484. 
  
For immediate release 
April 2, 2014 
Contact: Michele Coffill, University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
New degree program at GVSU suits working adults 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The launch of a new degree program for working adults shows that Grand 
Valley is meeting the needs of nontraditional students in an innovative way. 
 
The Center for Adult and Continuing Studies has started recruiting students for a cohort in the Liberal 
Studies Leadership Program, a 19-month accelerated degree program. 
 
Simone Jonaitis, executive director of the CACS, said the program will meet the needs of working adults 
and their employers. 
 
“People with strong theoretical knowledge and practical experience in leadership are needed in today’s 
workforce,” Jonaitis said. “This program will focus on helping students develop the skills needed to 
advance in jobs or pursue new careers.” 
 
The program will start in the Fall 2014 semester. Qualified students will take one five-week class at a 
time. Students who will best qualify will have earned about 72 credits, are at least 24 years old with two 
or more years of work experience, and are highly motivated. Classes at the Meijer Campus in Holland 
will start in 2015. 
 
Judy Whipps, professor of liberal studies and philosophy, helped develop the program’s course content. 
She said the program will give adult learners practical skills and engage them in the “reflective practice 
that is at the core of liberal education.” Whipps added that leadership studies fulfills those two goals. 
 
“Leadership studies provides an opportunity for students to enhance current skills and build new 
capacities; it also is flexible enough to apply to many different fields of work,” she said. 
 
The CACS piloted a similar liberal studies degree program with an emphasis on leadership at the 
Muskegon Center three years ago. Whipps said that pilot program enabled faculty and staff members to 
determine which courses best suited the needs of adult learners. 
 
Details about the program are online at www.gvsu.edu/lead19. 
  
April 1, 2014 
For immediate release 
 
Contacts: Mary Isca Pirkola, GVSU University Communications, ( 616) 331-2221 
                  Douglas Kindschi, project director, (616) 331-5702 
 
NOTE: Photo of keynote speaker Alvin Plantinga is available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/es4nyl5n8u7g5jy/zQ8mRb_Dfi 
 
 
Science and religion focus of Grand Dialogue 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. -- The Grand Dialogue is an association of colleges, universities and organizations 
exploring the relationship between science and religion. An annual conference seeks to find positive 
ways of relating these two great ideas in a constructive dialogue. 
 
Hosted by Grand Valley State University, the full-day conference is set for Saturday, April 12, at 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center, 401 West Fulton, on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Keynote 
speaker Alvin Plantinga, the John A. O’Brien Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at the University of Notre 
Dame, will present “Religion and Science: Where the Conflict Really Lies.” 
 
Plantinga received a doctorate in philosophy from Yale University, has served as president of the 
American Philosophical Association (Western Division) and Society of Christian Philosophers, and has 
delivered the Gifford Lectures in Scotland three times. He is the author of several books, including 
Where the Conflict Really Lies: Science, Religion, and Naturalism (Oxford University Press). 
 
All events are open to the public with free admission. Lunch and breakout sessions will follow the 
morning welcome and keynote address. Registration for the conference and optional lunch ($5) should 
be made at www.GrandDialogue.org. For more information call (616) 331-5702. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 1, 2014 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Grand Valley State to host spring pow wow April 5 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Native American Student Association at Grand Valley State University will host 
an indoor spring pow wow April 5 to raise awareness about Native American culture and tradition. 
 
Hundreds of people are expected to attend the 17th annual Spring Pow Wow in the Fieldhouse on the 
Allendale Campus, including people from Native American communities in the Upper Peninsula, Indiana 
and Wisconsin. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
The event will celebrate traditional Native American dancing and music with Grand Entry performances 
at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. Native American art, jewelry and cuisine will be available to purchase throughout 
the day. 
 
Supporting sponsors include Grand Valley’s Division of Inclusion and Equity, Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, Auxiliary Services and Cultural Programming Council. Additional sponsors include Gun Lake Tribe, 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi and FireKeepers Casino Hotel. 
 
For more information, contact the Native American Student Association at gvsu_nasa@yahoo.com or 
Kristie Scanlon in the Office of Multicultural Affairs at (616) 331-2177. 
 
For immediate release 
April 6, 2014 
Contact: GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
Media note: Photos and b-roll video are available via Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xywzcw1kzq4jbhp/XPI8VjqiUe?n=33951721 
 
 
GVSU tries for world record: number of twins enrolled 
-- President Haas greets students, alumni twins 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Fifty-two sets of student twins plus 12 sets of alumni twins may set a world record, 
and it certainly set a mood for a festive, family celebration April 6 at Grand Valley State University. 
 
University Communications and Alumni Relations hosted an event for current students who are twins 
and alumni twins. There are 101 sets of twins enrolled at Grand Valley, more than half came to the 
event. 
 
President Thomas J. Haas greeted the crowd in the Fieldhouse. “We’re here to celebrate family and to 
also celebrate the uniqueness of Grand Valley,” he said. 
 
Laine and Leah Girard, from Eastpointe, Mich., said it was cool to see so many twins in one place. “We 
thought we were the only ones, we didn’t think there were that many twins here,” Laine Girard said. 
 
The sisters will graduate in April; Laine with a marketing degree and Leah with a physical education 
degree. They said their relationship was similar to a marriage. “People don’t understand the connection 
we have to each other,” Leah said. “We work hard on nurturing our relationship.” 
 
Leslie and Natalie McComb, from Lansing, may not dress alike anymore but they couldn’t fathom 
attending different colleges. “We considered going to different colleges, but my mom said we would 
miss each other too much,” Leslie McComb said. 
 
As young girls, Leslie and Natalie dressed in the same style of outfits but Leslie was always in pink while 
Natalie wore blue. The sisters said they played the same sports and had the same friends during high 
school. 
 
Dan and Tom Hosford graduated from Grand Valley in 2002 and 2003, respectively. They both played 
football for the Lakers’ first national championship team in 2002. 
 
Dan Hosford said that he and his brother felt very lucky to attend Grand Valley together, continuing the 
legacy set by their father, Jamie Hosford, who earned 12 varsity letters during his Laker years (1973-
1977). Jamie Hosford died March 4 after a battle with cancer. 
 
Photos and information from the April 6 event will be submitted to the Guinness World Records. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 7, 2014 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
                Kim Walton, MAREC Program Director, (616) 331-6907 
 
 
GVSU-MAREC to host conference on crowdfunding 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — Crowdfunding has become a commonly used form of financial support for West 
Michigan’s growing entrepreneurial and start-up community. Grand Valley State University’s Michigan 
Alternative and Renewable Energy Center will host a one-day conference to educate businesses and 
nonprofit organizations on how to properly use donation- and investment-based crowdfunding. 
 
The Michigan Invests Locally Exemption (MILE) Act will be among topics of discussion at the conference. 
The act, signed by Gov. Rick Snyder in December, gives Michigan-based small businesses, start-ups and 
entrepreneurs the ability to raise funds from Michigan residents using crowdfunding strategies. 
 
CrowdCon: Lakeshore Crowdfunding Conference 
April 23 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., conference 
4 p.m.-6 p.m., networking social 
MAREC, 200 Viridian Dr. 
 
There is a $50 registration fee, which covers up to two people from each organization. It is open to the 
public; breakfast and lunch with be provided. Registration is at 
https://clients.sbdcmichigan.org/workshop.aspx?ekey=72340006. 
 
The event will feature a panel discussion and keynote address by Angela Barbash, founder and director 
of Ypsilanti-based companies of Reconsider and Revalue. 
 
Supporting sponsors include Michigan Small Business Development Center, Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy, Grand Valley’s Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, eMerge, GR Current and Great 
Lakes Renewable Energy Association. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 8, 2014 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Audio and the full report are available on DropBox at 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4zuxxw4p4u5j6m6/luDswv9DQq 
Audio is also available at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
 
 
Current business trends: Slow growth accelerates 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The greater Grand Rapids industrial economy experienced slow but 
accelerated growth, according to the results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of 
Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of March. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, advanced to +27 from +19. The 
production index rose to +20 from +18. The employment index jumped to +19 from +10 and the index of 
purchases advanced to +19 from +16. 
 
Long said the employment index provides a source of optimism. “For March, our index rose to +19, the 
highest it has been since last summer,” said Long. “Part of the increase can be attributed to the recent 
increases in new orders, especially for those firms that are running enterprise (ERP) software. Another 
factor relates to the new investments several of our local firms have made. However, smaller firms are 
still not participating in the expansion, resulting in the local unemployment numbers still being higher 
than satisfactory.” 
 
Long said West Michigan is still faring much better that the rest of the state. Among the unemployment 
rates in the 83 Michigan counties, Kent County is second best, followed by Ottawa County at number 
three, and Kalamazoo County at number four. Long added that auto sales continue to be the driving 
force behind the Michigan recovery. He said sales for the industry were up 6 percent, although car sales 
were only 1 percent and light trucks made up 11 percent of the total.  
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 8, 2014 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Media-GVSU-Horak named director of Family Owned Business Institute 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Joseph J. Horak has been named director of the Family Owned Business 
Institute in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
Horak has been an adjunct faculty member in the Seidman College of Business since 2007 where he has 
taught a class in family business. He coached a Grand Valley team of students at the 2014 International 
Family Business Case Competition that won the award for Most Creative and Innovative Team. Horak’s 
doctorate is in counseling and leadership from the Counselor Education and Counseling Psychology 
Department at Western Michigan University where he was honored with the department’s Outstanding 
Alumnus Award in 2011.  
 
Horak was appointed to the Licensing Board for Marriage and Family Therapy by Gov. Engler and to the 
Licensing Board for Psychology by Gov. Snyder. Horak is a past president of the Michigan Association for 
Marriage and Family Therapy and previously was the senior director of Leadership Development and 
Family Business Consultation at DWH.  
 
The mission of the Family Owned Business Institute is to promote, preserve, influence and impact family 
businesses through quality academic research, curriculum and information services. In September 1999, 
the Seidman College of Business and the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, working with its 
Family-Owned Business Council, raised $301,000 in honor of Jay Van Andel and Rich DeVos. This became 
the seed money for the Family Owned Business Institute. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 8, 2014 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221. 
 
 
Sustainable Solutions Conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Keys to improving environmental, social and economic sustainability 
performance will be discussed at a two-day conference at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The conference, called Sustainable Solutions, will be held May 1-2 and feature workshop sessions and 
panel discussions on topics including supply chain sustainability, best practices, sustainable urban 
design, community development, food systems and more. 
 
Keynote speakers include CEO of Cascade Engineering Fred Keller who will discuss “The Business 
Collective: Making an Impact,” author Stuart Hart who will talk about “Entrepreneurship for a 
Sustainable World,” and author Bob Willard who will discuss “The Business Case for the Sustainability 
Imperative.” 
 
Panelists include representatives from Amway, Steelcase, Haworth, Meijer, Lean Logistics, Varnum, City 
of Grand Rapids and many others. Participants will have the opportunity to learn how sustainable 
practices are being embedded across academic, public and private sectors. 
 
Sustainable Solutions Conference 
May 1 - 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
May 2 - 7 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Register at www.gvsu.edu/sustainablesolutions 
 
Registration is $149 per person by April 15 and $169 after April 15. The cost for faculty or staff is $50; 
the cost for students is $25. 
 
The conference is co-sponsored by Grand Valley’s Seidman College of Business, College of Community 
and Public Service, Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, Padnos College of Engineering and 
Computing, and in partnership with The Right Place. 
 
For more information or a conference schedule, visit www.gvsu.edu/sustainablesolutions or contact the 
Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 9, 2014 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, University Communications, GVSU (616) 331-2221, hoekstna@gvsu.edu 
 
 
Grand Valley Field Station earns LEED Gold Certification 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. – Grand Valley State University’s new Field Station building at the Annis Water 
Resources Institute on Muskegon Lake has been certified as LEED Gold, demonstrating the university’s 
commitment to sustainable construction and building practices. 
 
The Field Station was completed and dedicated in 2013, but LEED certification and review was not 
completed until early this year. LEED certification is based on several factors, including site 
sustainability, water efficiency, energy use, materials and resources, environmental quality and 
innovation in design. 
 
LEED, which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, is an internationally recognized 
certification system developed by the U.S. Green Building Council that certifies environmentally 
sustainable construction projects. 
 
Grand Valley now owns and operates more than a dozen LEED certified buildings and facilities. LEED 
projects at Grand Valley account for approximately 10 percent of the LEED certified projects in the West 
Michigan area. 
  
April 10, 2014 
For immediate release 
Contact: University Communications (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Summer 2014 Arts Events at Grand Valley State University 
 
The 20th Annual Cook Carillon Summer Concert Series at kicks off Sunday, June 29, from 8-9:30 p.m., 
with a concert by Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, university carillonneur. The series, on the Grand Valley 
State University Allendale Campus, runs each Sunday at 8 p.m. from June 29 – August 17, with a variety 
of performances on the bells by carillonneurs from throughout the U.S. 
 
July 6: Kipp Cortez, University of Michigan 
July 13: David Hunsberger, Oakland, California 
July 20: Open Tower hosted by Julianne Vanden Wyngaard 
July 27: Dave Johnson, St. Paul, Minnesota 
August 3: Sally Harwood, Michigan State University 
August 10: Joey Brink, carillonneur 
August 17: Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, Grand Valley State University 
 
The 14th Annual Beckering Family Carillon Series, on the Grand Valley State University Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus, provides concerts Wednesdays at noon, throughout July. Each open air concert features 
a renowned carillonneur. 
 
July 9: Helen Hofmeister Hawley, Westminster Presbyterian Church, GR 
July 16: David Hunsberger, Oakland, California 
July 23: Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, Grand Valley State University 
July 30: Dave Johnson, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Video cameras mounted in the carillon playing chambers on both campuses provide live images, which 
are transmitted to large monitors at the base of the towers, giving audiences a visual treat as well. All 
concerts are open to the public with free admission and will take place rain or shine. Free parking is 
available. For more information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar. 
 
The 10th Annual GVSU International Trumpet Seminar, July 20-27, offers high school and college 
students the experience of working with the most outstanding trumpet educators and performers from 
throughout the world. Nightly concerts by individual faculty performers are open to the public at 7:30 
p.m., in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts, Allendale Campus. Concert admission is $5 at the 
door, except the July 26 concert by Andrea Tofanelli with the Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra, with $10 
admission and the free closing concert, , Sunday, July 27, from 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. For more information, call 
(616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/trumpetseminar. 
 
Nightly concerts include: 
July 20 - GVSU Brass Quintet with Stephen Burns 
July 21 - Hunter Eberly 
July 22 - Stephen Burns 
July 23 - Slawomir Cichor 
July 24 - Jose Chafer Mompo, trumpet 
July 25 - Rex Richardson 
July 26 - Andrea Tofanelli with the Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra 
July 27 – Free Closing Concert, 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. with all seminar participants 
 
For Immediate Release 
April 15, 2013 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
GVSU students to showcase engineering, computing creations 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A product that reduces the number of bugs that enter your home and an 
umanned air vehicle that observes forest fires without putting a pilot in danger are among projects that 
will be part of Grand Valley State University’s Project Day April 17. It is hosted by the Seymour and 
Esther Padnos College of Engineering and Computing (PCEC). 
 
Nearly 200 visitors from schools in the Grand Rapids area are expected to attend Project Day to see 
nearly 40 projects by Grand Valley students. The event is held to show K-12 students how engineering 
and computing is relevant to everyday life. 
 
PCEC Project Day 
Thursday, April 17 
10 a.m.-noon 
Kennedy Hall of Engineering 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Paul Plotkowski, dean of PCEC, said the number of students interested in engineering and computing 
careers is growing. “In the fall, enrollment was nearly 1,800 students, which is a record for the college,” 
Plotkowski said. “Enrollment growth appears to be driven by national increased interest in STEM fields 
as well as growing recognition of the programs at Grand Valley.” 
 
Other projects that will be on display at the event include, Sparky II, a 5-axis robot, and Turnstone, a 
mobile app that allows users to contact legislators and follow bills. 
 
For more information, contact the Seymour and Esther Padnos College of Engineering and Computing at 
(616) 331-6260. 
  
For immediate release 
April 15, 2014 
Contact: Michele Coffill, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
GVSU teams with sponsors to host campaign training for women 
 
LANSING, Mich. — Registration is open for the third annual “Ready to Run Michigan,” a bipartisan 
campaign training workshop designed to encourage women to run for office. 
 
The workshop, sponsored by Grand Valley State University and others, is set for Saturday, May 3, at 
Lansing Community College. Cost to attend is $125; visit www.gvsu.edu/readytorun to register and for 
more information. Space is limited, and some scholarships are available. 
 
Cathy Forbes attended the workshop last year. Forbes is currently running as a Democrat for a state 
Senate seat, representing the 34th district that serves Muskegon, Newaygo and Oceana counties. 
 
Forbes said networking with other women at the 2013 workshop was extremely helpful. 
 
“When running for office, it is extremely important to have other women one can call or email at any 
time for support, to share information and to talk about our experiences on the campaign trail,” she 
said. 
 
Ready to Run Michigan is open to women of any political party. The day will include two tracks: one for 
women who are ready to run soon, and another for women who are interested in growing their political 
leadership. It will include sessions on campaign planning, fundraising, media training and messaging. 
Campaign professionals will lead trainings, and elected and appointed female politicians are scheduled 
to speak and provide insight. 
 
Michigan ranks 36th in the nation in the number of women serving in the state legislature. There are 
four women senators (out of 38 seats) and 24 representatives (110 seats). 
 
Ready to Run Michigan is sponsored by Grand Valley State University, SMG Strategies, Revere Consulting 
LLC, Michigan ACE Women’s Network, Kelley Cawthorne, Meijer and Amway, with support from the 
Rutgers University Center for American Women and Politics. 
  
April 15, 2014 
For immediate release 
Contacts: Mary Isca Pirkola, GVSU University Communications 616-331-2221 
                  Bill Ryan, New Music Ensemble director 616-460-4339 ryanwi@gvsu.edu 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Video preview at www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGhf7xXWO-I 
 
 
Grand Valley State to launch concerts in national parks 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley State University New Music Ensemble is returning to the national 
stage with the launch of its Music in Our Parks project. Two years in planning, the ensemble 
commissioned composers to create music inspired by national parks in the southwest, where the 
ensemble will then perform the pieces, April 29-May 4. 
 
• Armando Bayolo’s Wide Open Spaces delivers a beautiful tribute to the seemingly endless landscapes 
of the West. 
• David Biedenbender’s Red Vesper asks the ensemble to hike into the backcountry and record the 
sounds of each park, and then to perform alongside those sounds. 
• Ashley Stanley’s Night Sketches sets the vast night skies of the parks to a haunting and beautiful 
soundtrack. 
• Dan Rhode’s Fingerpainting, based on the brilliant colors of southwest rock formations, invites 
audience members to perform with the ensemble on iPads. 
• Thad Anderson’s work Within, for tuned metals and electronics, brings the listener inside the sound 
and the beautiful landscape surrounding them. In addition, music influenced by the natural 
environment, composed by Zoe Keating, Marc Mellits, Jad Abumrad, Paul Rudy, Mason Bates, and Bill 
Ryan, will also be performed. 
 
The ensemble will present this program over 10 days and across 4,000 miles, performing 13 concerts at 
both indoor and outdoor venues at five southwest national parks — Arches National Park, Capitol Reef 
National Park, Zion National Park, Grand Canyon National Park, and Great Sand Dunes National Park. For 
their final stop on tour, they join forces with Stephen Scott’s acclaimed Bowed Piano Ensemble for a 
unique and unforgettable musical event at Colorado College. All concerts are free and open to the 
public, and suitable for all ages. 
 
• April 29 - Arches National Park Visitor Center Auditorium, Moab, Utah 
 1-3 p.m. (four 30-minute concerts) 
 
• April 30 - Capitol Reef National Park amphitheater, Torrey, Utah 
 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. (two 30-minute concerts) 
 
• May 1 - Zion National Park Zion Lodge, Springdale, Utah 
 3:30-5 p.m. (three 30-minute concerts) 
 
• May 2 - Grand Canyon National Park Shrine of the Ages Auditorium, Arizona 
 3-5 p.m. (two 60-minute concerts) 
 
• May 3 - Great Sand Dunes National Park Visitor Center, Mosca, Colorado 
 2-4 p.m. (two 60-minute concerts) 
 
• May 4 - Colorado College Packard Hall, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 7:30-8:30 p.m. (performing with Bowed Piano Ensemble) 
 
ABOUT THE GVSU NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE 
Based in Allendale, Michigan, the Grand Valley State University New Music Ensemble is an 
undergraduate classical chamber ensemble dedicated to music of the past 20 years. The group has been 
profiled in numerous publications including Newsweek, New York Times, and Billboard Magazine, and 
featured on NPR’s Weekend Edition, All Things Considered, and WNYC’s Radiolab. They have performed 
at notable venues including New York’s Carnegie Hall, World Financial Center, le Poisson Rouge, Detroit’s 
DIA and Museum of Contemporary Art, Washington D.C.’s The Atlas, and Chicago’s Millennium Park. The 
ensemble has released three critically acclaimed recordings named to best release lists by the New York 
Times, Washington Post, LA Weekly, Time Out Chicago, and many others. Their YouTube videos recently 
passed 1 million views. Learn more at www.newmusicensemble.com. 
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29th World Trade Week Business Conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Michigan’s global exports have placed the state in the top 10 nationwide, and 
local businesses are discovering strong sales opportunities around the world. 
 
World Trade Week begins May 5 and the 29th World Trade Week West Michigan Business Conference 
will be held May 8 at Grand Valley State University, co-hosted by Grand Valley’s Van Andel Global Trade 
Center along with the U.S. Commercial Service Export Assistance Center. The theme of the conference is 
“European Markets on the Rise.” 
 
John McCormick, author of “Why Europe Matters,” will be the luncheon keynote speaker hosted by 
World Affairs Council of West Michigan. McCormick is the Jean Monnet Professor of European Union 
Politics at the Indianapolis campus of Indiana University. 
 
World Trade Week West Michigan Business Conference 
Thursday, May 8 
Lunch: noon-1:30 p.m. 
Conference: 1:30-5:30 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave SW., Grand Rapids 
 
The conference features experts who will talk about strategies, opportunities and resources available to 
help businesses increase international sales. Attendees will choose from breakout sessions on new 
exporters, advanced global businesses and emerging market trends. 
 
Early registration is $100 by April 25 which includes free admittance to the luncheon. Registration is 
$125 after April 25. For more information or to register, visit www.worldtradeweekmi.org or call Grand 
Valley’s Van Andel Global Trade Center at (616) 331-6811. 
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Screening set for Grand Valley film “The White Bag” 
 
The public is welcome to the premiere of “The White Bag,” the 19th annual Grand Valley State 
University Summer Film Project, produced in 2013. The short film was written and directed by filmmaker 
Marie Ullrich, assistant professor in the School of Communications at Grand Valley. Admission is $5, 
including a post-screening reception. 
 
“The White Bag” screening 
Friday, April 25, 8 p.m. 
Celebration Cinema North, 2121 Celebration Drive NE, Grand Rapids 
 
DVDs of the film will be on sale in the lobby for $10. All proceeds help fund future GVSU Summer Film 
Projects. The 16-minute comedy centers on an old woman who loses her temper with “kids today” and 
becomes a local hero in her one-woman crusade for politeness. The lead role of Pearl Baskin is played by 
local actor Victoria Mullen. The supporting role of Sam Puck is played by Chicago actor Ashley Black. 
 
Ullrich assembled a team of professionals to work with the students, including Producer Liz Merriman, 
from West Michigan; Director of Photography Tony Santiago, DP on Faster! and manager of the Media 
Production Center at Columbia College, Chicago; and Sound Department Head Joseph McCargar, Grand 
Valley affiliate professor in the School of Communications. 
 
The Summer Film Project was established by the School of Communications in 1995 to offer Grand 
Valley junior and senior students in the Film & Video major an opportunity to work side-by-side with 
industry professionals to produce a short film. Each year, students may enroll in the six-week practicum 
summer course that handles the pre-production and filming. Post-production is done during fall and 
spring courses. 
 
This summer, Grand Valley will undertake the 20th Summer Film Project, “Lucky Jay.” The comedy-
drama will be produced as a Web series of eight short episodes about one semester in the life of a 
young film professor at a fictional college in the Midwest. Associate Professor John Harper Philbin will be 
directing. It is his 10th Summer Film Project. He wrote the script, along with collaborators John 
Dufresne, a novelist and creative writing professor at Florida International University, and Angelo Eidse, 
a Vancover-based screenwriter. 
 
For more information, contact the School of Communications at (616) 331-3668. 
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Sustainability author to speak at GVSU 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The founder and president of Enterprise for a Sustainable World is the guest 
speaker for the Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture, sponsored by the Seidman College of Business at 
Grand Valley State University. 
 
Stuart Hart, author of “Capitalism at the Crossroads” and S. C. Johnson Professor of Sustainable Global 
Enterprise at Cornell University, will talk about “Entrepreneurship for a Sustainable World.” 
 
Enterprise for a Sustainable World is a think tank and non-profit, dedicated to tackling the world’s most 
pressing social and environmental problems through a new, more inclusive form of commerce: 
sustainable enterprise. Hart said attaining global sustainability calls for transformational change in 
corporate vision and strategy and to address this challenge, companies must learn how to open up to 
the world. 
 
Stuart Hart: Entrepreneurship for a Sustainable World 
Thursday, May 1 
7:30 a.m. breakfast 
8 a.m. presentation 
L. William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave. SW 
 
The event is free and open to the public, but seating is limited. 
 
To register, visit www.gvsu.edu/business/events. For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Seidman 
College of Business at (616) 331-7100. 
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Grand Valley named a ‘Green College’ for fifth year 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named one of the country’s most 
environmentally responsible colleges by The Princeton Review for the fifth year in a row. The university 
is included in “The Princeton Review’s Guide to 332 Green Colleges: 2014 Edition.” 
 
Released just prior to the April 22 celebration of the 44th anniversary of Earth Day, the guide profiles 
institutions of higher education in the U.S. that demonstrate notable commitments to sustainability in 
academics, campus infrastructure, activities and career preparation. Areas of evaluation included the 
university’s commitment to building at LEED standards, environmental programs, the use of renewable 
energy resources and recycling and conservation programs. More than 830 schools were surveyed to be 
included in the guide. 
 
Grand Valley has been included in the guidebook every year since the first issue was published in 2010. 
View the guidebook at www.princetonreview.com/green-guide.aspx. 
 
This is the latest recognition Grand Valley has received for its sustainability efforts. In 2013, Grand Valley 
became the only university in the state and one of 45 in the country to receive gold status after 
completing a sustainability program developed by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education. Also in 2013, the Sierra Club ranked the university 40th out of 162 schools as one of 
the country’s greenest universities and Grand Valley received an award from Keep Michigan Beautiful 
for community development initiatives. 
 
For more information, contact the Sustainable Community Development Initiative at 
www.gvsu.edu/sustainability or (616) 331-7366. 
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GVSU program featured in PBS documentary 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Urban and rural schools across the state of Michigan are working to increase 
academic performance by involving students in efforts to improve the environment. This work is the 
focus of a new documentary, “Growing Up Green,” which begins running on public broadcast stations in 
April. 
 
The 27-minute documentary features work done by students in nine different hubs across Michigan, 
including the Kent County hub Groundswell, which is housed at Grand Valley State University’s College 
of Education. Students from Grand Rapids C.A. Frost Environmental Science Academy and East 
Kentwood High School make appearances in the film showing work completed through their school’s 
environment-centered service learning projects. 
 
“Growing Up Green” will air on WGVU-TV Sunday, April 27 at 4 p.m. and Monday, April 28 at 11:30 
p.m.  
 
For more information on Groundswell at Grand Valley, contact Colleen Bourquec, at (616) 331-6804 or 
visit www.gvsu.edu/coe. 
  
For Immediate Release 
April 22, 2014 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-8138, hoekstna@gvsu.edu 
 
 
MEDIA-Two GVSU charter schools make top 10 in U.S. News rankings 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand River Preparatory High School and Black River Public School, two Grand 
Valley State University-authorized charter schools, ranked 2nd and 7th, respectively, among all public 
schools in the state, according to new rankings from U.S. News and World Report. The “2014 Best High 
School Rankings,” released April 22, identify top public high school programs for parents and students. 
 
The two West Michigan programs are governed by local community boards and are tuition-free public 
schools open to all students regardless of where a student lives. Grand River Preparatory High School is 
located in Grand Rapids, and Black River Public School is located in Holland. Grand Valley authorized 
Grand River Preparatory High School in 2008 and Black River Public School in 1996. The schools serve 
628 and 858 students, respectively. 
 
“All GVSU charters must meet the performance expectations in their charter contracts or face significant 
interventions or even closure; Black River and Grand River Prep teachers and students are leaders in 
GVSU’s portfolio and the nation,” said Tim Wood, special assistant to the president for charter schools. 
“We are very proud of these two schools’ significant accomplishments. The staff and students at both 
schools should be congratulated for their commitment to excellence.” 
 
On a national scale, Grand River Preparatory High School ranked 169th and Black River Public School 
ranked 374th out of more than 31,200 public high schools analyzed. 
 
Grand Valley State University currently authorizes 68 charter schools that serve nearly 34,000 students 
throughout Michigan. Michigan charter schools are tuition-free, open to the public, and governed by 
local appointed community boards. 
 
For more information, contact Tim Wood, special assistant to the president for charter schools, at (616) 
331-2240 or after hours at (616) 218-6326. 
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MEDIA-Watershed restoration documentary highlights AWRI involvement 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — A locally produced documentary highlighting a multi-million dollar environmental 
restoration effort in the Lake Macatawa Watershed near Holland, Michigan, will be shown on WGVU-TV 
beginning April 23. 
 
The film, Clarity, focuses on the $12 million, 10-year cleanup effort of the Lake Macatawa Watershed 
called Project Clarity, which relies in part on Grand Valley State University’s Annis Water Resources 
Institute for scientific expertise, on-the-ground monitoring and research. 
 
The documentary will air on WGVU-TV at 11 p.m. on Wednesday, April 23. It will re-broadcast at 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 27 and 1 a.m. on Monday, April 28. 
 
“Project Clarity is a shining example of how an ecosystem restoration project should be planned, 
coordinated and implemented, with input and buy-in from all the stakeholders, and taking an integrated 
approach to tackle the problem in a holistic fashion,” said Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute and lead scientist on the project. 
 
Researchers from AWRI are collecting and analyzing water samples and the fish community structure 
from throughout the watershed and lake to assess restoration efficacy and long-term trends. They are 
also assisting in both the design of restoration projects and modeling the fate and transport of 
watershed pollutants. 
 
Project Clarity seeks to permanently clean, restore and maintain the waters of Lake Macatawa and the 
surrounding watershed, which consists of about 110,000 acres of land and the rivers, creeks and 
streams that feed to the lake. 
 
For more information, visit macatawaclarity.org. 
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GVSU to host Big Data Conference 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University will host its second Big Data Conference on Friday, 
April 25, in the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Sponsored by the Provost’s Office, Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence and the Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center, the conference will begin with poster presentations at 8:30 a.m. and 
presentations at 9 a.m. Registration is free and open to the public, lunch will be included; visit 
www.gvsu.edu/bigdata to register or for more information. 
 
Ed Aboufadel, professor of mathematics, said big data affects people in most disciplines, Aboufadel said. 
It refers to the complexity, arrival rate and size of data being generated and collected by business, 
government and nonprofit organizations. 
 
Two keynote speakers are scheduled. Barbara O’Brien, from the Michigan State University College of 
Law. O’Brien will discuss data sources for death penalty research. Jonathan White, professor of 
interdisciplinary studies, will discuss the challenges of big data in terms of protecting individual rights. 
 
O’Brien’s keynote is set for 9 a.m.; White will give a presentation at 12:25 p.m. 
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GVSU to celebrate graduates April 26 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Nearly 2,900 Grand Valley State University students will participate in 
commencement ceremonies April 26 at Van Andel Arena. Students will hear addresses from a national 
security expert and an African education leader. 
 
Lawrence J. Korb, senior fellow at American Progress, is the morning speaker, and Naana Jane Sam 
Opoku-Agyemang, minister for education in Ghana, is the afternoon speaker. 
 
Grand Valley Commencement Ceremonies 
Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Van Andel Arena, downtown Grand Rapids 
The ceremonies will be webcast at www.gvsu.edu/commencement 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Skybox 101B is reserved for media. The box offers a mult box and an elevated, 
unobstructed view of the podium and platform. For more information, contact Grand Valley University 
Communications at (616) 331-2221 
 
The 10 a.m. ceremony will include the following colleges: Seidman College of Business, College of 
Community and Public Service, Padnos College of Engineering and Computing, College of Health 
Professions and Kirkhof College of Nursing. The 3 p.m. ceremony will include the following colleges: 
College of Education, Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
 
Speakers 
Korb is a senior fellow at American Progress, an institute dedicated to improving lives of Americans 
through progressive ideas and action. He has served as assistant secretary of defense and dean of the 
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburg. He has written 
numerous books and articles on national security issues. 
 
Opoku-Agyemang is the minister for education in Ghana, West Africa, where she plans to construct 200 
high schools to provide opportunity for the country’s growing youth population. She was the first 
woman to be named vice chancellor at the University of Cape Coast, where she led the English 
Department and was the founding dean of the School of Graduate Studies and Research. 
 
Awards and honorary degrees 
The Alumni Association will present its Distinguished Alumni Award to Kathleen Vogelsang, director and 
chief investment officer for Van Andel Institute, and its Outstanding Educator Award to Asli Y. Akbulut, 
associate professor of management. 
 
John C. Canepa and William Lieberman will receive honorary degrees. Canepa, a member of Grand 
Valley’s advisory cabinet, retired as consulting principal for Crowe Horwatch LLC, one of the largest CPA 
firms in the country. He was named CEO of the Year by Financial World Magazine and Business Person of 
the Year by the Economic Club of Grand Rapids. Lieberman, who graduated from Grand Valley with a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy in 1979, is the owner and director of Zolla/Lieberman Gallery in 
Chicago’s River North contemporary art district. He has donated more than 50 works of art to Grand 
Valley. 
 
Notable student 
Before Scott Lacey became legally blind about three years ago, he was an avid soccer and tennis player. 
His visual impairment led him to stop playing those sports, so he took up running. Over the years, he has 
competed in many marathons, including the Boston Marathon April 21. His goal is to show how visually 
impaired or blind individuals can lead a normal life. He majored in psychology and minored in applied 
statistics; he will attend the afternoon commencement ceremony.  
 
Lacey is available for interviews. He can be reached at runscottyrun@live.com or (616) 283-0646. 
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GVSU students help clean up Belle Isle Park 
 
DETROIT — More than 300 volunteers, including a group of students from Grand Valley State University, 
are expected to help in a cleanup effort at Belle Isle Park May 9 in Detroit. 
 
The effort is a part of the Michigan Cares for Tourism program chartered by Grand Valley’s Hospitality 
and Tourism Management program, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Tourism Cares, Travel 
Michigan and Indian Trails. About 25 students, faculty and staff members from Grand Valley will take 
part in the cleanup effort. 
 
Michigan Cares for Tourism is a volunteer program that coordinates an annual cleanup event at a 
Michigan tourism treasure that is in need of support. Sponsors provide the resources needed for the 
event and for restoration efforts. Michigan Cares for Tourism won the Pure Michigan Jump Start 
Competition in 2013. 
 
Michigan Cares for Tourism: Belle Isle Park cleanup 
Friday, May 9 
8 a.m. breakfast at Belle Isle Aquarium 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. cleanup takes place (lunch from 12:45-1:30 p.m.) 
See full schedule at www.michigancaresfortourism.org 
 
The work at Belle Isle Park will focus on two main areas: 
• Welcome center: Volunteers will remove fencing and carpeting from the police station building in 
preparation for it to be used as a welcome center. 
• Stable buildings: Volunteers will sort through and remove debris from the area in preparation for it to 
be used as a cultural center. 
 
For more information contact Patty Janes in Grand Valley’s HTM Department at janesp@gvsu.edu or 
visit: www.michigancaresfortourism.org. 
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Media note: A high-resolution photo of Jeanne Arnold is available via this Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/m9x5eecj19p048d/5oiWWpmpn7?n=33951721 
 
 
Grand Valley's first vice president for Inclusion and Equity accepts new role in Pennsylvania 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University President Thomas J. Haas has announced that Jeanne 
Arnold, the first person chosen as vice president for Inclusion and Equity at the university, is leaving 
after nearly seven years in the post. 
 
Arnold began building a team that would go on to make tremendous strides at Grand Valley when she 
came to the university in January 2008. At the time, it was unusual for universities of Grand Valley’s size 
to put a diversity officer on the senior management team, but Haas believed that was an important 
step. 
 
Arnold has accepted the position of chief diversity officer at Gettysburg College, a private liberal arts 
college in Pennsylvania, in order to be closer to her family. 
 
Haas said Arnold has had a positive impact on the climate and the culture at Grand Valley. 
 
“Jeanne embedded the values of inclusion and equity into the university’s strategic plan,” Haas said. 
“She remained focused on students, faculty and staff members by having a place for their voices to be 
heard. She connected with the community, and positioned us for a bright future because of the way she 
developed the responsibilities of her division. We wish her well in her new position.” 
 
Some of Arnold’s notable accomplishments are: 
 
- Adding gender identity and expression to the university’s nondiscrimination statement 
- Completing the first university-wide Inclusion Implementation Plan 
- Implementing the Religious Inclusion Policy and the Disability Accommodation Policy 
- Establishing a comprehensive diversity, inclusion and equity curriculum that has trained, to date, more 
than 3,000 faculty, staff, students 
- Establishing the university’s first Native American Advisory Board 
- Successfully completing Grand Valley’s fourth climate study, pushing key ideas forward 
 
Arnold said it has been an amazing opportunity to serve as Grand Valley’s first vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity. 
 
“The many successes we’ve had in this work would not have been possible without the unwavering 
support of so many faculty, staff and students,” Arnold said. “I have mixed emotions about leaving this 
special place, but after my father’s recent death, I feel the need to be closer to family. 
 
“I will always be grateful to Grand Valley, President Haas and others who encouraged our important 
work on campus and in the community.” 
 
Arnold’s last day at Grand Valley will be July 31. Haas has asked Dwight Hamilton, associate vice 
president for Affirmative Action, to fill the position on an interim basis while a search for a permanent 
replacement begins. 
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GVSU reports record endowment and regional impact of more than $730 million 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The annual economic impact that Grand Valley State University has on the region 
is estimated at $730.1 million. Grand Valley issued its yearly tri-county economic impact report during 
its April 30 Board of Trustees meeting held at the Allendale Campus. 
 
The economic impact report covers Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon counties and used 2012-2013 data. 
Grand Valley employs more than 3,200 people and enrolls more than 24,400 students who spend 
money and pay taxes in the region. 
 
Some additional highlights of this year’s report are: 
• New construction and renovations pumped more than $21.7 million into the local economy in 2013. A 
151,000-square-foot Science Laboratory building is under construction on the Allendale Campus to 
support the science, technology, engineering, mathematics (STEM) and health professions fields. 
• More than 10,700 permanent off-campus jobs in the region exist because of Grand Valley’s campuses 
in those communities. 
• Grand Valley alumni now number more than 92,000 and nearly half are living or working West 
Michigan’s tri-county area. 
 
The entire Economic Impact brochure is posted at www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
 
In other discussion/action by the Board of Trustees: 
• The board learned the university’s endowment surpassed $100.2 million. The majority of the fund is 
dedicated to scholarships and academic programming. Endowment spending in 2014-2015 will be $4.1 
million; 40 percent goes to scholarships helping more than 700 students. The university’s 10-year return 
is in the top 10 percent of the 835 colleges and universities participating in the National Association of 
Colleges and Universities Business Officers Survey. 
 
• The board approved the purchase of property adjacent to the Bicycle Factory on the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. The 1.2 acre property, located at 524 Butterworth, was purchased for $950,000 and will be 
used for additional parking. The property has a 20,000-square-foot building in which the current owner 
operates a fabric coating business. While the owner can remain on the property for up to five years, the 
university will be allowed to park on the site. 
 
• The board approved the authorization of two new public school academies, Cornerstone Jefferson-
Douglass Academy (Detroit) and Covenant House Academy Muskegon (Muskegon). The board also 
approved termination of a charter contract with Escuela Avancemos, and approved a name change for 
Cornerstone Health School to Cornerstone Health and Technology School. Board member appointments 
or reappointments to GVSU-authorized public school academy boards were also approved. 
 
• The board approved a change to the university’s administrative manual to state that one of the five 
student senators who serve on the University Academic Senate must be a graduate student. This will 
ensure proper demographic representation of the student body at Grand Valley. 
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Grand Valley to celebrate northern Michigan graduates 
 
ACME, Mich. — Grand Valley State University will recognize graduating students in northern Michigan at 
a celebration May 1. 
 
The celebration will take place at 6 p.m. at Grand Traverse Resort, located at 100 Grand Traverse Village 
Blvd. Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas will be in attendance. 
 
Grand Valley offers classes to students in Traverse City, Cadillac, Boyne City, and Sault Ste. Marie. 
Students from all of those sites will participate in the celebration reception. 
 
Grand Valley became part of the Northwestern Michigan College University Center in 1996. The 
university offers undergraduate degree programs in education, nursing and liberal studies. It also offers 
graduate programs in education, social work and physician assistant studies. 
 
For more information, contact the Grand Valley Traverse City Regional Center at (231) 995-1785 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/traverse. 
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GVSU-MAREC collaborates with local firm to introduce energy-saving technology 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — An emerging, energy-saving glass technology created by a Jenison-based company 
is being showcased at Grand Valley State University’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center. 
 
The thermochromic technology, made by Pleotint, LLC, provides commercial and residential properties 
the opportunity to save money in energy costs. The glass gradually darkens in response to rising 
temperatures caused by direct sunlight, then cools as the sun moves across the sky, returning to a clear, 
neutral state in cloudy or dark conditions. It is North America’s first commercially available 
thermochromic interlayer for laminated glass. 
 
“Showcasing and supporting emerging technologies is consistent with the mission of MAREC,” said Arn 
Boezaart, director of MAREC. “The Suntuitive interlayer represents break-through technology that can 
be used in a variety of insulated glass applications.” 
 
Four window units at MAREC were replaced with the Pleotint Suntuitive laminated glass. The installation 
will serve as a demonstration site for the technology and will allow for performance monitoring in 
comparison to the properties of conventional thermal laminated window glass. Visitors are welcome to 
view the installation and learn more about the technology. 
 
Pleotint CEO Harlan Byker said, “We are proud to partner with MAREC as part of the introduction of our 
Suntuitive technology that saves energy by the reversible tinting of windows.” 
 
About MAREC 
The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center (MAREC) in Muskegon is an economic 
development initiative of the City of Muskegon in partnership with Grand Valley State University and the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation. MAREC offers a range of technology oriented business 
start-up and incubation opportunities with emphasis on renewable energy innovation and efficiency. 
MAREC operates in partnership with the Michigan Small Business Development Center (SBDC) program. 
 
For more information, contact Kim Walton, MAREC program director, at (616) 331-6907 or 
waltonk@gvsu.edu. 
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Current business trends: Stronger growth returns 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The greater Grand Rapids industrial economy experienced stronger growth in 
April, according to the results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of Supply 
Management Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of April. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, bounced to +40, up from +27. The 
production index posted a more modest gain, and rose to +28 from +23. The employment index 
remained in double digit growth but backtracked to +13 from +19. The index of purchases was 
unchanged at +19. 
 
“Our stronger statistics mean that there are no segments that are doing poorly, although there are 
exceptions within each group,” said Long. “Automotive parts suppliers remain strong, although a couple 
firms backtracked because of the particular components they were making. The integrated office 
furniture companies turned in a stronger performance, and smaller firms are also doing well.” 
 
Long said the employment numbers for West Michigan continue to be better than the rest of the state. 
Among the unemployment rates in the 83 Michigan counties, Kent County reported the second lowest 
in unemployment in the state in April, followed by Ottawa County at number three. Kalamazoo County 
eased to fifth place. Between February and March, Long said almost all of the counties in West Michigan 
posted minor improvements in unemployment. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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MEDIA-Hauenstein Center hosts expert on D-Day, WWII 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — D-Day marked the commencement of the final campaign of World War II, and 
the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State University will host best-selling 
author and award-winning military historian Rick Atkinson to tell the story of the infamous battle from 
the perspective of participants at every level. 
 
Atkinson, author of New York Times best-seller “Guns at Last Light: The War in Europe 1944-45,” will 
describe the bold gamble that set the pace for the rest of the war from the perspective of presidents 
and generals to war-weary lieutenants and terrified riflemen. Atkinson will also discuss the devastating 
cost of the global war and the enormous effort required to secure an Allied victory. 
 
The presentation, part of the Hauenstein Center’s American Conversations Series, will take place at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 13, in the Eberhard Center on Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
An RSVP is required for the event at hauensteincenter.org. 
 
Atkinson was a Pulitzer-prize winning newspaper reporter before turning to writing military history. He 
has published six books, including narrative accounts of several American wars. He wrote “The 
Liberation Trilogy” which focused on the American role of liberation of World War II-era Europe, and 
was awarded the prestigious Pritzker Military Library Literature Award for Lifetime Achievement in 
Military Writing in 2010. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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Conference by GVSU's Wesorick Center targets health care leaders 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Health care leaders will benefit from attending an interprofessional Summer 
Institute that focuses on polarity thinking and is sponsored by Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Bonnie Wesorick Center for Health Care Transformation will host the Summer Institute July 23-25 at 
Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Registration details and costs are online at 
www.gvsu.edu/wesorick. 
 
Evelyn Clingerman, executive director of the Wesorick Center, said transforming the health care system 
requires leaders to have strong skills in polarity thinking. She added it’s a hallmark of how the Wesorick 
Center, named for Bonnie Wesorick, operates. 
 
Wesorick said: “Most health care leaders are masters of problem solving, but major issues haunting 
systems today are a combination of problems to be solved and polarities to be managed When leaders 
are not clear about how to differentiate between problems and polarities, it results in wasted time, 
money and energy.” 
 
Wesorick and Laurie Levknecht, both polarity masters, will be the primary presenters. 
 
Wesorick is a nursing leader in the field of transformative patient care and founder and chair emerita of 
the Clinical Practice Model Resource Center in Grand Rapids. Levknecht is a transformation education 
manager for Elsevier Clinical Solutions. 
 
The institute will offer sessions for both novice and advanced learners in polarity thinking. Continuing 
education credits for nurses will be offered. 
 
Questions about the institute can be directed to the Wesorick Center at (616) 331-5767. 
  
For Immediate Release 
May 13, 2014 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Area teachers to be surprised with book collections 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Six area teachers will receive hundreds of library books for their 
classrooms, as part of the Classroom Library Book Grant program in the College of Education at 
Grand Valley State University. 
 
Faculty members Sheryl Vlietstra and Megan Freudigmann came up with the idea of seeking a 
grant as a way to help new teachers build their classroom libraries. “New teachers are excited to land 
their first job,” said Vlietstra. “They arrive with lots of energy and great ideas but often find there are no 
materials to help them teach. It can take new teachers several years of personal spending to develop a 
functional classroom library.” 
 
The program is open to alumni who began their elementary teaching careers within the last three years 
and who are teaching in underserved districts in the greater Grand Rapids area. The teachers were 
informed of their selection but will be surprised by the delivery of at least 300 books for their classroom 
libraries. 
 
The surprise delivery schedule is as follows: 
• May 16 
9:30 a.m. Katie Lett from Bowen Elementary School in Kentwood 
10:30 a.m. Beth Ruhlman from West Godwin Elementary in Wyoming 
12:30 p.m. Jean Estebez-Sigueroa from Southwest Community Campus, GRPS in Grand Rapids 
 
• May 19 
10 a.m. Tim Zinger from Lincoln Park Elementary-Mona Shores in Norton Shores 
11:30 a.m. Jamie Sanborn from Pathfinder Elementary School in Fremont 
 
• May 27 
10 a.m. Christina Brown from Coloma Middle School in Coloma 
 
The Classroom Library Book Grant program was awarded a $2,500 Meemic Foundation for the Future of 
Education grant in February to help support the development of resources for new teacher classroom 
libraries. 
 
For more information, contact Sheryl Vlietstra at (616) 402-2941. 
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Women’s empowerment and Olympic success 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — New research shows that nations with greater women’s empowerment win more 
medals and send more athletes to the Summer Olympics. The effect of women’s empowerment held for 
both men and women, although it was stronger for female athletes, according to a study by Grand 
Valley State University researchers. The findings were published in April 2014 in the Journal of Sports 
Economics. 
 
The research, led by Aaron Lowen, associate professor of economics at Grand Valley State, provides 
evidence for the popular but previously untested hypothesis that women’s empowerment leads to 
international athletic success. The authors examined the success of more than 130 nations participating 
in the Summer Olympics from 1996 through 2012. Similar to previous studies, they found that more 
populous and wealthier nations were more successful. However, they also showed that another 
important predictor of success was the Gender Inequality Index or GII. The GII includes information on 
women’s reproductive health, political empowerment and participation in the labor force, and it ranges 
from 0 (no inequality between genders) to 100 (extreme inequality). The authors found that a 10-point 
decrease in GII was associated with winning about one extra medal for men and 1.5 medals for women. 
They found similar results when looking at participation and other measures of success, such as medals 
won per athlete. 
 
The researchers focused on the Summer Olympics because it is the world’s largest elite sports 
competition in terms of participating individuals and nations and the number of distinct events. The 
Olympics are also ideal because women’s participation has steadily increased to a level that is almost as 
high as men’s. 
 
“Many studies have shown that women’s empowerment is linked with economic development and 
better outcomes for children, but there’s been little research on whether it leads to female sports 
success,” said Lowen. “We read claim after claim that it does, so we decided it was worth finding out if 
it’s true. Fortunately, the results turned out to be clear cut. No matter how we conducted the analyses 
or what measures of success we used, women’s empowerment predicted Olympic success.” 
 
Besides finding support for the connection between gender equality and Olympic success, there were 
some unanticipated findings. One was that greater gender equality was also associated with greater 
success for men, even after controlling other success predictors, such as population and wealth. “The 
benefit to male athletes was a surprise, and we don’t really understand why this occurs,” said Lowen. 
“One idea is that societies that bring women into the workforce generate wealth in ways that are not 
captured with traditional wealth measures, such as gross domestic product. These societies may afford 
both men and women greater opportunities for recreational and personal pursuits, including elite 
athletic training and competition.” 
 
Another unexpected finding was that there was no “Title IX effect” for U.S. women. The well-known 
federal law prohibits sexual discrimination in educational opportunities, including sports, and has been 
credited with the success of U.S. women in international competition. Robert Deaner, associate 
professor of psychology at Grand Valley State and co-author of the study, said: “Clearly, U.S. women 
have been remarkably successful in soccer, basketball and many other sports. But once we incorporated 
other key predictors of Olympic success — population, wealth, and women’s empowerment — we 
found little evidence that U.S. women are exceptional in comparison to women from other countries or 
even U.S. men. This doesn’t mean Title IX hasn’t been important for U.S. women — instead it suggests 
that other countries must have their own means of supporting elite women’s sports.” 
 
The authors stressed there are still outstanding questions, including the direction of causality. “We’ve 
shown that women’s empowerment and elite athletic success go together, but we can’t say which 
causes which,” said Lowen. “To really get at this issue, we’d need some experimental or exogenous 
change that directly affected one or the other. For instance, if several nations randomly received 
significant additional resources for women’s sports, we could see if increased women’s empowerment 
followed, or vice versa. This is obviously a difficult question to answer, but it’s an important one. It 
might help policy makers decide where to invest their resources.” 
 
The authors of the study were Aaron Lowen, Robert Deaner, and Erika Schmitt, all of Grand Valley State 
University. 
 
For more information, contact Aaron Lowen at lowena@gvsu.edu. 
 
 
Aaron Lowen joined the Economics Department at Grand Valley State University in 2003. He earned a 
doctorate in economics at the University of Iowa. His research covers a wide variety of topics including 
the gender wage gap, recycling and waste disposal policy, anti-corruption policies, and sports as it 
relates to the topics of motivation and gender equality. 
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WGVU Public Media to lead national veterans project 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — WGVU Public Media will lead a new national project called “We Are Veterans” 
to raise awareness about resources positively affecting the well-being of veterans and their families. 
 
The project, in support of PBS Stories of Service, is a collaboration among local PBS stations and partner, 
veteran service and local community organizations. 
 
WGVU has become a valued resource for veterans in Michigan with the growth of the WGVU Engage 
Veterans Committee and through connections built with LZ Michigan, a Welcome Home for Vietnam 
Veterans in 2010. 
 
“WGVU continues our mission to educate, inform and entertain through innovation. We are excited to 
lead the ‘We Are Veterans’ project and continue our partnership with great organizations in support of 
veterans and their families,” said Michael T. Walenta, WGVU Public Media general manager. “Combining 
the programming from PBS Stories of Service with experts who work daily in support of veterans and 
their families in our communities, we look forward to sparking conversations and creating positive 
outcomes in our community and around the country.” 
 
“We Are Veterans” will focus on several key areas for veterans including creating an awareness 
campaign to artfully and accurately share stories of veterans and their families. PBS’ Stories of Service 
programming kicks off with the May 13 premiere of “Coming Back With Wes Moore,” funded by CPB, 
which explores Moore’s search for answers to important questions about veterans returning from war. 
For a complete program line-up visit www.wgvu.org. 
 
The programming line-up includes the highly anticipated documentary on the Vietnam War from Ken 
Burns and Lynn Novick. 
 
The website www.weareveterans.org will include trusted resources for veterans and their families as 
well as information on how to share stories and connect with local community resources. The 
conversation in support of veterans will continue on social media using #WeAreVeterans. 
 
For more information, contact Timothy Eernisse, WGVU Public Media, (616) 331-6630 or at 
eernisst@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA-Documentary on philanthropy has GR premiere at Wealthy Theater 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A detailed documentary that focuses on the seemingly simple act of giving will 
make its Grand Rapids premiere June 14. 
 
The documentary “What Is Philanthropy?” will be screened at the Koning Micro Cinema at Wealthy 
Theatre, 1130 Wealthy SE at 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 14. 
 
Admission is $5. Grand Valley professor and producer Salvatore Alaimo will take part in a question and 
answer session after the film. The 86-minute feature-length film portrays and discusses philanthropy 
and giving through the perspectives of a wide variety of people from across the country. Subjects 
include Alex Smith, quarterback of the Kansas City Chiefs; Senator Charles Grassley; Mike Farrell, Emmy-
nominated star of M*A*S*H*; Nell Newman, President and co-founder of Newman’s Own Organics; 
Evelyn Lauder, of The Estée Lauder Companies; Civil Rights Leader Dr. William G. Anderson; and Amber 
Kriech, a young volunteer from Indiana.    
 
“The purpose of the film is to enhance our understanding of the concept of philanthropy and its role in 
American culture and society,” said Alaimo. “It seeks to broaden our perspectives for giving, enhance 
our understanding for philanthropy’s capabilities, and provoke us to reflect on our giving.” 
 
The film premiered at the Queens World Film Festival in Long Island City, New York in March and 
screened at the Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival in Muskogee, Oklahoma in April and at 
the Westwood Public Library in Westwood, New Jersey on May 5. 
 
Producer Salvatore Alaimo is an assistant professor in the School of Public, Nonprofit and Health 
Administration at Grand Valley State University, a liberal arts university in Michigan, where he teaches 
graduate and undergraduate courses in philanthropy and nonprofit administration. Alaimo is a 
published author and has worked in and consulted for nonprofit organizations. He earned his doctorate 
degree studying philanthropy at Indiana University, in Indianapolis. 
 
View the trailer and find more information at whatisphilanthropy.org or on YouTube at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNgK7KnCEtM For tickets, go to http://www.grcmc.org/event/7932 
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Students showcase efforts to protect Grand River watershed 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Area high school students will showcase their efforts to protect the Grand 
River watershed and the Great Lakes during the Fifth Annual Groundswell Student Showcase May 14. 
 
Groundswell, housed at Grand Valley State University, creates opportunities for hands-on 
environmental learning for students throughout Kent County. Student projects will be displayed on the 
big screen and in the Beacon Lobby at Celebration! Cinema North in Grand Rapids. 
 
School districts represented include Forest Hills Public Schools, Grand Rapids Public Schools, Kent City 
Community Schools, Kentwood Public Schools, Rockford Public Schools and Sparta Area Schools. 
 
Groundswell Student Showcase 
Wednesday, May 14 
6 p.m. Theater Presentations 
7-8 p.m. Table Exhibits 
Celebration! Cinema North at East Beltline & Knapp 
 
RSVP at www.groundswellmi.org or by contacting Colleen Bourque, Groundswell coordinator, at (616) 
331-6804. 
 
Groundswell, a coalition of community partners, is a hub of the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative and is 
committed to enhancing student learning while empowering students to develop solutions to 
environmental problems in their communities. Groundswell offers teacher professional development in 
place-based education and academic service learning. It is housed at the Grand Valley State University 
College of Education. 
 
  
For Immediate Release 
May 12, 2014 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
 
Media invited to view art, meet artists in Grand Valley’s newest buildings 
 
Media are invited to view more than 800 works of art and meet many of the artists who created the 
pieces for Grand Valley State University’s two newest buildings. An online media kit, with key artists’ 
bios and art photos, is available at www.dropbox.com/sh/9bfd7gdvl7vgqxi/B7TJXKAh3R. 
 
ART IN THE EVENING 
Two invitational events for the artists and donors and their families will be hosted by Grand Valley 
President Thomas J. Haas, and Director of Galleries and Collections Henry A. Matthews. 
 
Wednesday, May 14, from 6-8 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Parking is available in the Mt. Vernon Lot 
 
Tuesday, May 20, from 6-8 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information Commons 
Allendale Campus 
Parking is available in Lot H 
 
Meet the artists and donors of art during this opportunity to view hundreds of paintings, prints, 
photographs, sculptures and more. To determine the location of any particular artist’s work, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/artgallery or download the “Art at GVSU” mobile app. 
 
For more information, contact University Communications at (616) 331-2221. 
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GVSU receives top ranking from national sustainability survey 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University again became the only university in the state and 
one of 61 in the country to receive gold status after completing a sustainability assessment developed 
by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education. 
 
The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating System (STARS) is designed to gauge the progress of 
colleges and universities toward sustainability in all sectors, including education and research, 
operations, innovation and planning, and administration and engagement. Grand Valley joins gold STARS 
institutions such as Cornell, Colorado State and Stanford. 
 
“A gold rating helps establish Grand Valley as a leader and community resource in dealing with complex 
issues where economic, environmental and social welfare issues intersect,” said Anne Hiskes, dean of 
the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, which houses the Sustainable Community Development 
Initiative. “STARS reporting helps the campus community identify areas of strength and areas for future 
improvement.” 
 
Of the 282 schools that currently hold a ranking nationwide, Grand Valley’s average score was higher 
than the national score. The self-reporting assessment included more than 900 questions. 
 
This is the third time Grand Valley has participated in the program. The university received gold status in 
2013, up from silver status in 2011. In 2008, Grand Valley was selected as one of 50 universities in the 
U.S. to participate in the pilot phase of the STARS rating system. The rating system includes bronze, 
silver, gold and platinum statuses; to date, no institution has reached platinum status. 
 
The full report can be viewed by searching “Grand Valley” at www.stars.aashe.org/institutions. 
 
For more information, contact the Sustainable Community Development Initiative at Grand Valley at 
(616) 331-7366. 
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Media-GVSU seminar on Canadian export market 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Canada is Michigan’s largest export market, accounting for approximately 50 
percent of total Michigan exports. A seminar, Capturing Canadian Market Opportunities, will be held 
June 5, sponsored by the Van Andel Global Trade Center at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The program will create a better understanding on how to best structure sales transactions to Canada. 
Experts from the market will discuss Canadian customs documentation, customs valuation policy, 
transfer pricing, Harmonized Sales Tax, Value Added Tax, packaging requirements, managing risks and 
general strategies for working in Canada. 
 
Capturing Canadian Market Opportunities 
June 5 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (breakfast and lunch included) 
Holiday Inn, 310 Pearl St., Grand Rapids 
$175 for members, $300 for non-members 
Register at www.gvsu.edu/vagtc 
Topics covered include: 
• Determination of related parties 
• Best practices for treasury management 
• Foreign exchange risks management 
• Customs and shipping documents 
 
For more information, contact the Van Andel Global Trade Center at (616) 331-6811. 
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Three GVSU faculty earn Fulbright awards 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Three Grand Valley State University faculty members were named Fulbright 
Scholars for the 2014-2015 academic year. 
 
Charles Baker-Clark, associate professor of hospitality and tourism management, will teach in 
Montenegro; Russ Rhoads, associate professor of anthropology, in Sierra Leone; and Jerry Scripps, 
assistant professor of computing and information systems, in Graz, Austria. 
 
This is the second straight year Grand Valley has had three faculty receive Fulbright awards. Last year 
the university tied for first place among master’s-degree institutions for number of Fulbright Scholars, 
according to a list from the Chronicle of Higher Education. Sponsored by the State Department, the 
Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program provides grants to U.S. faculty and experienced professionals to teach 
and/or conduct research overseas. 
 
Scripps will be teaching at an Austrian technical school, which has a master’s-level program, but said his 
Grand Valley students will benefit from his time abroad as well. 
 
“I will be teaching data mining, which will strengthen my knowledge of the subject,” he said, “and also 
cloud computing, which I envision becoming part of the curriculum at Grand Valley soon.” 
 
During his time at Njala University in Sierra Leone, Rhoads will work with social science faculty and 
students on community engagement projects. 
 
“My collaborations with Njala will help students develop a toolkit of practical career skills and 
understand about local communities and NGOs working locally, applying their fields of study,” he said. 
 
Baker-Clark hopes to create a new HTM section of an existing course, International Cuisine and Culture, 
that focuses on the food and cultures of the emerging nations of the Balkans. 
 
“The impact of my work as a Fulbright Scholar will not be limited on learners at Grand Valley,” he said. “I 
hope to work with faculty who plan international activities.” 
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Grand Valley, GRCC to sign articulation agreement 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University and Grand Rapids Community College are 
forming a partnership that will help GRCC students experience a seamless transfer to Grand Valley. 
 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas and GRCC President Steven C. Ender will sign an articulation 
agreement June 4 at Grand Rapids Community College. 
 
GVSU, GRCC Articulation Agreement Signing 
June 4 
11 a.m. 
Sneden Hall, room 108 
Grand Rapids Community College, 415 E. Fulton 
 
GRCC’s exercise science department recently signed a 2+2 pre-major articulated program agreement 
with Grand Valley that gives GRCC students a seamless transfer to Grand Valley’s rapidly growing clinical 
exercise science program. After the signing of the June 4 articulation agreement, students in other GRCC 
programs will have the same ease of transfer as those students pursuing clinical exercise science. Faculty 
from both institutions will work together formalizing a set of GRCC courses that students need in order 
to complete a transfer to Grand Valley. 
 
“This is another step in our partnership designed to help students reach their goals, while saving 
money,” Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas said. “We are committed to eliminating barriers and 
redundancy to streamline students’ paths to obtaining college degrees.” 
 
GRCC President Steven C. Ender said: “This partnership means that our students will be able to see a 
clear pathway from their GRCC courses to the degree programs they want to pursue at Grand Valley. 
They will know what they need to do, and Grand Valley will know that they are prepared to excel there.” 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
24,400 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 85 undergraduate and 33 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from regional centers in Muskegon, Traverse City 
and Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
 
Grand Rapids Community College, established in 1914, offers opportunities for more than 30,000 
students annually in degree courses, certification and training programs, workshops and personal 
enrichment classes. GRCC holds classes on the downtown Grand Rapids campus as well as several 
locations throughout Kent and Ottawa counties. 
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Current business trends: Slow growth returns 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Growth returned to a slower pace for the greater Grand Rapids industrial 
economy in May, according to the results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of 
Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of May. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, retreated to +20, down from +40. In a 
similar move, the production index eased to +16 from +28. The employment index fared a little better 
and rose to +14 from +13. The index of purchases eased to +9, from +19. 
 
“The local industrial distributors reported a strong month, although there were exceptions. The same 
held true for the automotive parts suppliers,” said Long. “The ‘integrated’ office furniture companies 
turned in a mixed performance for the month and capital equipment firms are well into the ‘decision’ 
season, and most are reporting very positive business conditions.” 
 
Long said the biggest news of the month is the passage of a new minimum wage bill. He said critics 
properly note that the increase will result in fewer people being hired and some workers in marginal 
industries will be let go. “The laws of economics cannot be defied,” Long explained. “Any increase in 
wages or salaries results in some increase in unemployment. For fast food workers in large chains, the 
impact will be negligible because the added wage cost can be added to the Big Mac. It is the small, 
independent firms that operate on slim margins that will feel the biggest pinch.” 
 
Long added that the 18-25 age group will feel the biggest impact, both good and bad. He said the new 
wage rate will benefit some workers at the expense of others. And, at tax time, minimum wage workers 
will find the amount of “earned income credit” will be reduced and tax refunds will be correspondingly 
smaller.   
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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Grand Valley, GRCC agreement helps students transfer 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has expanded and enhanced its longtime 
articulation status with Grand Rapids Community College. 
 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas and GRCC President Steven C. Ender signed a 2+2 pre-major 
articulation agreement during a ceremony June 4 at Grand Rapids Community College. The agreement is 
designed to help GRCC students in a variety of programs experience a seamless transfer to Grand Valley. 
 
Grand Valley was the first university in Michigan to sign a 2+2 articulation agreement with a community 
college when Grand Valley and GRCC signed an agreement in exercise science. With the June 4 signing, 
faculty members from both institutions will work together formalizing a set of GRCC courses that 
students need in order to complete a transfer to Grand Valley. 
 
“This agreement will enable student success. It is another step in our partnership designed to help 
students reach their goals,” Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas said. “This reduces cost and 
redundancy so students can get on with what they need to do, which is get into the classroom, engage 
with faculty and achieve the goal of earning a degree from now both institutions.” 
 
GRCC President Steven C. Ender said: “I have compared our relationship with Grand Valley to a common 
law marriage. We’ve been in it a long time and now it’s time to go to the altar. I am proud of the ways 
we have made it easier for our students to transfer. This has never been a competition. The goal has 
been to create clear pathways for students.” 
 
Grand Valley Provost Gayle R. Davis said the agreement will make it easier for students to make a plan 
and set goals. “Students who are able to imagine themselves in a role are more confident to take the 
steps to reach that goal,” said Davis. “When they can see the possibilities for their lives for future work 
or future schooling, it becomes less of worry and more of a clear pathway. The students are the winners 
in all of this.” 
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Online network connects honeybee keepers and researchers 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — One out of three bites of food, or one-third of our diet, is linked to the direct work 
of the honeybee. But honeybees are mysteriously disappearing, and faculty members at Grand Valley 
State University are using technology to understand why. 
 
Professors and students are building a Web application that has the potential to connect honeybee 
keepers with researchers across the country. The keepers register a hive, assign it to a scale and track 
daily cycles such as weight, humidity and temperature. The data collected can become a research tool 
for scientists to discover patterns that could shed light on the problem. 
 
Anne Marie Fauvel, professor of liberal studies, said the number of honeybees that survive the winter is 
low every year. “This is serious because the bees that survive are the ones that continue a colony or 
establish new ones in the spring,” she said. “Last year, 36 percent were lost. Twenty years ago, it was 
only 8 percent.” 
 
Their goal is for the Web application to become a nationwide effort. 
 
Read more about the project in the spring issue of Grand Valley Magazine: http://gvsu.edu/s/E9 
 
For more information, contact Anne Marie Fauvel at fauvela@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-8020, or Jonathan 
Engelsma, professor of computing, at jonathan_engelsma@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-2049. 
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MEDIA-Politics in the classroom: Have the Liberal Arts become too politicized? 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A recent spate of commencement speech cancellations at universities across 
the country, along with increasing concerns over political bias of instructors in higher education, is 
raising questions among experts over whether the influence of politics in academia is too strong. 
 
Whether too liberal or too conservative, politics on campus and in the classroom will be addressed by an 
international panel of nearly 30 experts from coast to coast at an ambitious three-day summit at Grand 
Valley State University from June 11-13. 
 
The summit, “Have the Liberal Arts Become Too Politicized? A Meeting of Minds, Left and Right” is 
unique to higher education, and will serve as a national meeting place to have great minds seek 
common ground in the liberal arts. Hosted by Grand Valley’s Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, 
the summit has received support from the Earhart Foundation, and Dyer-Ives Foundation, and the 
Russell Kirk Center for Cultural Renewal. The summit will focus on the perception of the influence of 
politics on higher education and how academic culture can help each side better understand the other. 
 
“Have the Liberal Arts Become Too Politicized? A Meeting of Minds, Left and Right” 
June 11-13 
GVSU Pew Grand Rapids Campus, DeVos Building E 
401 W. Fulton St., Grand Rapids, MI   
 
RSVP and full schedule of events are here (http://hauensteincenter.org/common-ground-summit/) 
 
Notable speakers, who regularly appear in the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, 
Christian Science Monitor and Chronicle of Higher Education, include: 
* Neil Gross, University of British Columbia and author of “Why Are Professors Liberal?” 
* Robert George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Princeton University 
* Chris Nelson, president of St. John’s College in Annapolis, Maryland 
* Matthew Woessner, Penn State University and author of “Left Pipeline: Why Conservatives Don’t Get 
Doctorates” 
 
The event is part of the Hauenstein Center’s Common Ground Initiative, which throughout the past year 
has hosted programs and lectures dedicated to developing civic leadership through an exploration and 
redefinition of what it means to be conservative and what it means to be progressive in the United 
States today. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org or call (616) 331-2770. 
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GVSU camp introduces girls to engineering careers 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Area middle school girls will get a glimpse into the careers of engineering, an 
occupation made up of 10 percent women, at a four-day camp at Grand Valley State University. The 
camp is held for female students to explore opportunities in manufacturing and technical careers. 
 
The Science, Technology and Engineering Preview Summer (STEPS) Camp for Girls will be held June 16-
19 and June 23-26 in the John C. Kennedy Hall of Engineering on Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. Nearly 90 campers will get hands-on engineering experience by designing, manufacturing and 
flying radio-controlled electronic airplanes. 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Campers will fly their airplanes, with the help of certified pilots, at the Warped Wings Fly 
Field located at the corner of Alger and 56th Avenue in Allendale on Thursday, June 19 and June 26, at 
5:30 p.m. 
 
The camp includes visits to the Amway private hangar at the Gerald R. Ford International Airport and 
West Michigan Aviation Academy, among others. Campers will attend classes with Grand Valley 
professors, take part in flight simulators and participate in a challenge course at the David D. Hunting 
YMCA. 
 
The program, created in 1997 by the University of Wisconsin-Stout, is part of an effort to attract more 
women and minorities into the field of engineering. It is held early enough to influence a student’s 
choice of math, science, and technical courses in middle and high school. These courses help prepare 
them to enter and succeed in college-level programs. 
 
The camp is coordinated by Grand Valley’s Seymour and Esther Padnos College of Engineering and 
Computing with support from Alcoa Foundation, Alcoa Howmet-Whitehall Operations, Pioneer 
Construction, Cascade Engineering, Michigan Space Grant Consortium, Society of Manufacturing 
Engineering Education Foundation, GE Aviation and Perrigo. 
 
For more information and a complete schedule of events, visit www.gvsu.edu/steps or contact STEPS 
Director Sara Maas at (616) 331-6025 or maassa@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU teen entrepreneur summer academy 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Thirty high school students from across the region will spend a week immersed 
in the world of entrepreneurship to learn about creating a start-up company. 
 
The 8th annual Teen Entrepreneur Summer Academy (TESA), sponsored by the Richard M. and Helen 
DeVos Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation and the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley 
State University, will take place June 16-20. 
 
The week-long academy is packed with interactive lectures, team-building activities, hands-on research, 
field trips, networking with local entrepreneurs, and strategic planning for personal aspirations. The 
camp introduces students, ninth grade through freshman year in college, to creative-idea generation, 
problem solving, marketing techniques, management philosophies, financial strategies, presentation 
skills and much more as it relates to launching a new business. The academy concludes with a pitch 
competition where students showcase their new entrepreneurship talents for a chance to win an iPad 
and cash prizes totaling $1,000. 
 
Teen Entrepreneur Summer Academy 
June 16-20 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
* Presentations & awards on June 20 from 2-4 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave., Grand Rapids 
 
Through the use of technology and West Michigan resources, students will gain an understanding of the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem while preparing a business pitch which will be presented in front of a panel 
of local business professionals. The lessons taught are part of the Career Pathways Program and the 
National Content Standards for Entrepreneurship Education developed by the Consortium for 
Entrepreneurship Education. 
 
For more information, contact the Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation at cei@gvsu.edu or (616) 
331-7582 or visit http://gvsu.edu/cei/tesa-grand-rapids-80.htm 
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GVSU to host Google software developer conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A local version of Google’s international software developer conference will be 
held at Grand Valley State University June 25-26.   
 
Live sessions from the international conference, held in San Francisco and attended by 5,000 people, will 
be broadcast at the Google I/O Extended event on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Speakers from the 
local software industry will also give presentations. 
 
Google I/O Extended Grand Rapids 
June 25-26 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The conference is free and open to 200 people. Registration and a schedule is at 
http://www.ioextendedgr.com/. 
 
Computing professor Jonathan Engelsma, who helped organize the event, said the local software 
industry is thriving, and events like this build community among local software developers and help 
promote Grand Rapids as an important hub of software development activity. 
 
He said Google platforms and technologies are becoming increasingly important tools for software 
developers at both large enterprises and small startup companies. “It’s a great opportunity for local 
developers to keep a pulse on where Google is going and for local companies to share and showcase 
their software development expertise,” he said. 
 
Supporting sponsors include Atomic Object, CQL, Gordon Food Service, VerifyValid, OST, Netech, 
Steelcase, Michigan Labs, Mutually Human, Spectrum Health Innovations, Software GR and TEKSystems. 
 
For more information, contact Jonathan Engelsma at jonathan_engelsma@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-2049. 
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GVSU students receive most scholarship funds from community foundation 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Students attending Grand Valley State University received more scholarship funds 
than any other Michigan college from Grand Rapids Community Foundation this year.   
 
Grand Valley students were awarded a total of $163,000 in scholarships out of a record-breaking $1 
million that was given by the foundation this year. Schools that follow Grand Valley on the college list of 
scholarships are University of Michigan, Michigan State, Grand Rapids Community College and Ferris 
State. 
 
GRCF is the area’s largest scholarship provider. This year, the foundation awarded scholarships that 
ranged from $500 to $10,000 with 613 awards of $1,000 or more. Thirty percent were awarded to a 
diverse population; 56 percent of all recipients are first-generation college students. 
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MEDIA-Grand Valley offering new Master of Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership degree 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s School of Public, Nonprofit and Health 
Administration will offer a new graduate degree program designed for working professionals in the 
growing nonprofit and philanthropic field starting in fall 2014. The nonprofit sector employs about 10 
percent of all people in Kent County and provides a total economic impact of $2.2 billion. 
 
The Master of Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership (MPNL) program prepares students for careers or 
advancement in the nonprofit and philanthropic sector through classroom study, applied research, 
professional development and field experience. 
 
The MPNL degree is intended for professionals with at least three years of full-time experience in 
management or employment within the nonprofit sector. It consists of 36 credit hours of coursework. 
Students can choose an emphasis in community impact, mission advancement or nonprofit health care. 
 
Classes in the program include philanthropy, nonprofit management, fund development, financial 
management, human resource management and leadership courses, among others. The new degree 
provides educational opportunities for students who want to continue their study of philanthropy and 
nonprofit leadership. 
 
Classes are available in the evening, weekends and online. 
 
The programs offered by the School of Public, Nonprofit, and Health Administration (SPNHA), are 
designed to provide students with the skills and knowledge necessary for success in public, private and 
nonprofit organizations. For the past 30 years SPNHA has offered: 
 
- Student-oriented, teaching-focused programs 
- Scholarship and service engaged with the community 
- A Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA) accredited MPA 
program 
- A Nonprofit specialization ranked 25th in the country by U.S. News and World Report 
- Strong affiliations with the Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
 
For more information, contact the School of Public, Nonprofit, and Health Administration at Grand 
Valley at www.gvsu.edu/spnha or (616) 331-6575. 
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Summer Carillon Series begins June 29 
Grand Valley Cook Carillon marks 20 years of music 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley State University annual Summer Carillon Series is set to begin as 
the Cook Carillon Tower marks 20 years on the Allendale Campus. 
 
The 2014 Cook Carillon Series runs each Sunday at 8 p.m., from June 29-August 17 on the Allendale 
Campus, and includes an Open Tower event July 20. The series kicks off with a performance by Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard, Grand Valley university carillonneur. 
 
The tower was named for major donors and longtime Grand Valley supporters Peter and Pat Cook, who 
have since passed away, in 2010 and 2008 respectively. Built and installed in 1994, the tower measures 
100 feet to the top of its spire. Graced with a clock face on each of its four sides, an automatic play 
system chimes every quarter hour. More than a clock tower, it also houses a carillon consisting of 48 
bronze bells cast in the Netherlands. They vary in tone, based on size and weight. The bells range from 
7.5 inches to more than 51 inches, and weigh from 14 to nearly 3,000 pounds. 
 
Arranged in chromatic series, the bells are played by a carillonneur who climbs 61 steps to the playing 
cabin, just below the bells and clock mechanism. The bells are connected by cables to a keyboard and 
pedal board that permit loud or soft expression through a variation of hard or soft strikes by fists and 
feet. 
 
Grand Valley’s annual Summer Carillon Series provides many opportunities to hear performances by 
some of the world’s finest carillonneurs. Video cameras mounted in the carillon playing chambers 
provide live images, which are transmitted to large monitors at the base of the tower, giving audiences a 
visual treat as well. 
 
The Beckering Family Carillon Series will run each Wednesday in July at noon, on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
 
See the full schedule for both carillon series of concerts at www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar, or call the 
Department of Music and Dance at (616) 331-3484. 
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MEDIA NOTE 
Grandparents and their grandchildren will share a college experience June 24-26 at G3 Camp: 
Grandparents, Grandkids, Grand Valley! 
 
 
Grandparents and grandkids to attend GVSU G3 camp 
 
The Grand Valley State University summer camp is designed for children ages 8-12 and their 
grandparents. Participants will spend three days and two nights on Grand Valley’s Allendale Campus, 
sleeping in the living center apartments and eating in the dining halls along with college students and 
others on campus. 
 
Media is welcome to take photos and video of the fun activities. Grand Valley will post photos and video 
on June 26 at Dropbox link: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/k744a5uigi1o27p/AACMCSyuWcpUDYWHI-
JMmQ-ba 
 
Campers will attend hands-on learning activities in areas such as art, history, science, mathematics, 
engineering, technology and law enforcement, among others. Class sessions will be taught by Grand 
Valley faculty and held during the day in the campus academic buildings. Participants will also conduct 
experiments aboard the W.G. Jackson Research Vessel in Muskegon. 
 
Events include: 
 Exploring the Human Brain through Zombie Behavior 
 The Real “Indiana Jones” Archaeology in Today’s World 
 Testing the Effects of Water Pollution 
 Poetry and Art: Whispering Poetry Tubes 
 The Rotten Renaissance 
 Flying fruit: Science in Action! 
 
Evening activities will include swimming, volleyball, biking and the climbing wall and games. For a full 
schedule of G3 activities visit www.gvsu.edu/g3. G3 is sponsored by the Regional Math and Science 
Center and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
 
For more information contact Margo Dill at the Regional Math and Science Center at (616) 331-2267. 
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You can’t teach speed: sprinters break 10-year rule 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — New research shows world-class sprinters are born, not created. Grand Valley 
State University researchers found that exceptional speed prior to formal training is a prerequisite for 
becoming a world-class sprinter. The findings are published in the online journal PeerJ, 
https://peerj.com/articles/445/. 
 
The research, conducted by Michael Lombardo, professor of biology, and Robert Deaner, associate 
professor of psychology, shows that the developmental histories of elite sprinters contradict the popular 
deliberate practice model of expertise. According to this model, there is no such thing as innate talent. 
Instead, 10 years of deliberate practice (roughly 10,000 hours) are necessary and sufficient for anyone 
to become an expert in any field, including sports. 
 
The researchers studied biographies of 26 world-class sprinters, including 15 Olympic gold medalists and 
the eight fastest men in U.S. history. The first major finding was that every expert sprinter, male or 
female, was recognized as exceptionally fast prior to beginning formal training. This contradicts the 
deliberate practice model, which assumes that initial performance and final performance in a domain 
will be unrelated. A second key finding was that, contrary to the 10-year rule, most sprinters achieved 
world class performances in less than five years, and more than half of the Olympic champions reached 
this level in three years or fewer. 
 
In addition, Lombardo and Deaner surveyed 64 sprinters and throwers (i.e., shot put, javelin, discus) 
who qualified for the 2012 NCAA collegiate track and field outdoor championships. Sprinters recalled 
being faster as children, while throwers recalled greater strength and overhand throwing ability. 
Another key finding was that the collegiate sprinters’ best performances in their first season of high 
school competition, generally the beginning of formal training or deliberate practice, were consistently 
faster than 95-99 percent of their peers. 
 
“Rob and I both ran track in college, and we follow the sport pretty closely,” said Lombardo. “So we 
expected that most sprint champions’ biographies would indicate that they were always the fastest kid 
in their neighborhood, even before they did any formal training or received any coaching. But the 
consistency of the pattern was surprising – from Helen Stephens, a 1936 Olympian, to Usain Bolt, there 
were no exceptions. Gathering the data systematically allowed us to see how strong the patterns were. 
It also allowed us to test and rule out alternative explanations.”  
 
The authors noted that because speed is crucial for many sports, the new results imply that talent is 
important for many sports besides track and field. The authors also pointed out that their behavioral 
data complement many genetic and physiological studies indicating individual variation in athletic 
talent.  
 
“Our results won’t come as a surprise to most biologists, sports scientists, or coaches—all of the 
previous data pointed to this conclusion,” said Deaner. “But our results are important because the 
deliberate practice model and its ‘10-year rule’ remains enormously popular among many social 
scientists and intellectuals. Our results are clear-cut and should require no scientific training to 
understand. So we hope they will finally put an end to the debate.”  
 
The researchers stressed that their results support an interactive model of expertise development. “Our 
point is not that talent trumps everything,” said Lombardo. “Training is crucial, especially the kinds of 
training highlighted by the deliberate practice model. But in sports, innate talent is required too.” 
 
ABOUT THE RESEARCHERS 
Michael Lombardo joined the Biology Department at Grand Valley State University in 1991. He earned a 
doctorate in ecology at Rutgers University and conducted postdoctoral research in the Michigan Society 
of Fellows at the University of Michigan. His research addresses the impact of sexually transmitted 
microbes on mating systems and the biology of sport. 
 
Robert Deaner joined the Psychology Department at Grand Valley State University in 2006. He earned a 
doctorate in biological anthropology and anatomy at Duke University and conducted postdoctoral 
research in the Department of Neurobiology at Duke. His research focuses on applying evolutionary 
theory to human behavior, especially investigating sex differences in performance and motivation. 
 
For more information, contact Michael Lombardo at lombardm@gvsu.edu or Robert Deaner at 
robert.deaner@gmail.com. 
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GVSU, UM collaboration brings alternative energy-inspired arts performance to Muskegon 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — An interdisciplinary performance in August will tell the story of 
Muskegon’s transformation from a once-thriving manufacturing community to one that is working to 
regain economic prosperity by exploring alternative energy. 
 
“Into the Wind” is a collaboration between Grand Valley State University and University of Michigan and 
will feature dance, music and poetry created to be performed by students, alumni and faculty from both 
universities. The performance will take place August 22 and 23 at 7 p.m., at MAREC, on the shores of 
Muskegon Lake. It is the site of the former Continental Motors factory and overlooks a power plant 
scheduled for decommissioning in 2016. 
 
The event will include a piece choreographed by Grand Valley dance professor and U-M alumnus Shawn 
Bible and performed by Grand Valley students. Grand Valley music professor Nate Bliton will compose 
music for the piece, which will incorporate sounds of wind turbines.  
 
The collaboration is led by University of Michigan dance professor Jessica Fogel, director of Dance 
Works, U-M’s resident dance company. She was inspired to look into wind energy after hearing about 
the work Sara Adlerstein, associate research scientist and visual artist for U-M School of Natural 
Resources and Environment, was doing to measure the impact of wind turbines on communities. She 
said those who oppose the turbines believe they negatively impact fish and other wildlife, and 
therefore, food supplies. But her research shows otherwise. 
 
“From the models I have been doing, the impact is next to nothing,” Adlerstein said. “People opposed to 
them are doing so because they are ugly — not because they aren’t good for the environment,” she 
said. “I wanted to explore the question of beauty. How do you confront people with the idea of 
aesthetics?” 
 
Fogel said when the Continental Motors factory closed, it was a real downfall for the Muskegon 
community. “In the music for the performance, not only are you hearing the factory workers’ voices, but 
you are hearing a sonification of wind data collected by a buoy launched off of Lake Michigan, near the 
site,” she said. 
 
T. Arnold (Arn) Boezaart, director of Grand Valley’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center, 
said: “This project is not only a great way to link the performing arts with our renewable energy efforts 
at MAREC and in the region, but it’s also a nice opportunity to link Grand Valley and University of 
Michigan in a collaboration that will allow students, faculty and the community to engage and learn 
from each other.” 
 
Additional collaborators of the project: 
Erik Nordman, associate professor of natural resources management, Grand Valley; Sarah Mills, doctoral 
candidate, U-M Urban and Regional Planning Program; Keith Taylor, poet, coordinator of undergraduate 
creative writing in the U-M Department of English and director of the Bear River Writers Conference; 
Robert Alexander, NASA JPFP Fellow, sonification specialist and design science doctoral candidate at U-
M; David Biedenbender, a former U-M instructor; and Sara Adlerstein, associate research scientist and 
visual artist, U-M School of Natural Resources and Environment. 
 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/marec or annarbordanceworks.com/2014-season-into-the-wind.html for more 
information.  
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GVSU nursing students earn national grants 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Two Kirkhof College of Nursing students at Grand Valley State University 
received national grants to continue their studies in the Doctor of Nursing Practice program. 
 
Rachel Cardosa and Leda Evans received scholarship money from a $20,000 grant from the Jonas Center 
for Nursing and Veterans Healthcare, based in New York. The money was matched by KCON to support a 
national effort by the Jonas Center to prepare future nurses and future nursing faculty members. 
 
Cynthia McCurren, dean of KCON, said receiving the Jonas Center grant matches the college’s mission of 
striving to improve the well-being of people, including veterans, through leadership in nursing 
education, professional practice and scholarship. 
 
Evans said she was grateful for the scholarship and for the opportunity to advance her leadership skills. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Grand Valley in 2006. 
 
She has worked with HIV patients from vulnerable populations. Evans said although the VA Health Care 
system leads the country in routine HIV screening and treatment, nearly 80 percent of veterans treated 
through the system have never been tested. She hopes to establish routine HIV testing in a primary care 
center. 
 
Cardosa earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Ferris State University and a master’s degree in 
nursing from Wayne State University. 
 
She has worked with older adults in a variety of health care settings. The scholarship will allow her to 
focus research efforts on transitional care, or coordination of moving from one health care setting to 
another, and help improve the safety of quality of care for older adults. 
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GVSU Fall Arts Celebration set for 2014 
 
Fall Arts Celebration 2014 at Grand Valley State University will feature distinguished writers, poets, 
musicians, artists and scholars. This year’s events focus on making sense of the new and unfamiliar, 
reflecting on the past and being charmed by the classics. All events are free and open to the public. 
 
• GVSU Music Department Presents 
“Pioneers of American Musical Theatre: Music from the Lost Operettas of John Philip Sousa” 
September 15, 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center 
 
Grand Valley faculty members and students will present selections from two operettas from the pen of 
“The March King” that had been lost to modern audiences: The Charlatan and The Bride Elect. John 
Philip Sousa, a composer and conductor of the late Romantic era, was known primarily for American 
military and patriotic marches. He worked as a theater musician and conducted the U.S. Marine Band 
before starting his own civilian band in 1892. Sousa toured with his band for 40 years, composing 136 
marches, 15 operettas, 70 songs and many other pieces. He wrote The Stars and Stripes Forever in 1896. 
 
“Mark your calendars for this fascinating glimpse into a forgotten era of American music,” said Danny 
Phipps, chair of Music and Dance. “Full of spirited march melodies and an unmistakable aura of 
optimism, this is music to be dusted off and treasured once again.” 
 
• Art Gallery Exhibition 
“Shared Passion: A Gift of the Stuart and Barbara Padnos Foundation Collection” 
Opening Reception, September 30, 5-7 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Performing Arts Center 
Exhibited August 22-October 31 
 
The Barbara and Stuart Padnos Foundation gave 35 works of art to Grand Valley. The pieces, from the 
home of Stuart and Barbara, were purchased by the couple over decades as they traveled and grew as 
collectors. The collection includes noted international names such as Marc Chagall, Joan Miró, Raoul 
Dufy and Paul-Emile Pissarro, with American regionalist artists Thomas Hart Benton, Childe Hassam, 
Grandma Moses and Mathias Alten. 
 
“I’m just thrilled that we have received this gift,” said Henry Matthews, director of Galleries and 
Collections. “As collectors, these works of art reflect a shared passion in their life journey. Stuart and 
Barbara purchased art throughout their marriage beginning with simple, humble works of art, to the 
increasingly more sophisticated. As a group, it’s a wonderful reflection of the second half of the 20th 
century that spans their life together.” 
 
 
  
• Distinguished Academic Lecturer 
Scott Simon, “Professional Journalism in a DIY Age” 
October 6, 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center, 2nd floor 
 
NPR’s Peabody award-winning Scott Simon has reported from every continent, covering political 
campaigns, famines, hurricanes, earthquakes, civil wars and scandals. He is the host of Weekend Edition 
Saturday. Simon has reported from all 50 states and covered the 9/11 attack from Ground Zero. He 
joined NPR in 1977 as chief of its Chicago bureau. In 2002, he took leave of his post at Weekend Edition 
Saturday to cover the war in Afghanistan. 
 
“Scott Simon is the ideal person to help us think about journalism in an age in which time demands are 
24/7, and nearly everyone has a cellphone, but not an editor,” said Fred Antczak, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts & Sciences. “With experience in so many parts of the world, across so many different kinds 
of events and topics, Simon is ideally situated to raise the right questions about how we should be 
thoughtful consumers of what calls itself ‘news.’ As Grand Valley has just revamped the 
broadcast/journalism curriculum in a more contemporary context, Simon will be asking timely and 
demanding questions about what we need from it.” 
 
• Poetry Night 
“An Evening of Poetry and Conversation with Mark Doty & Dorianne Laux” 
October 16, 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center, 2nd floor 
 
Mark Doty is the only American poet to have won Great Britian’s T.S. Eliot Prize; he was also the winner 
of the National Book Award for Poetry in 2008. His poems have appeared in many magazines including 
The Atlantic Monthly, The London Review of Books, and The New Yorker. His poems appear in The 
Norton Anthology of Contemporary American Poetry and many other collections. Doty is a professor 
and writer-in-residence at Rutgers University. 
 
Dorianne Laux is the author of five books of poetry. She’s the recipient of two Best American Poetry 
Prizes, a Pushcart Prize, two fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts and a Guggenheim 
Fellowship. Her work has appeared in the Best of APR, The Norton Anthology of Contemporary Poetry 
and The Best of the Net. Laux teaches poetry in the MFA program at North Carolina State University. 
“Laux worked as a sanatorium cook, a gas station manager and a maid, before finding her true calling as 
a writer,” said Patricia Clark, Writing Department chair. “Her poems have been translated into several 
languages, including Afrikaans and Brazilian Portuguese. Doty has published three memoirs and eight 
books of poetry. He is currently working on a memoir that centers on his poetic relationship with Walt 
Whitman, entitled What Is the Grass.” 
 
• Dance 
“Gallim Dance: Articulate Bodies, Visceral Language” 
October 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center 
 
Using a new dance language called GaGa, Gallim Dance, a New York-based contemporary dance 
company, incorporates past and present movement invention practices, fueled by human emotion. 
Gallim’s mission is to play inside the imagination to find juxtapositions of the mind and body that 
resonate in the soul. Gallim, founded in 2007, has been by acclaimed by the New York Times as having 
dancers “of the highest caliber.” 
 
“Gallim Dance is one of the world’s most sought after contemporary dance companies,” said Shawn T. 
Bible, dance program coordinator. “Gallim Dance is breaking new ground in choreographic invention, 
physical realities and human awareness. Artistic director Andrea Miller is a former Julliard dance 
graduate who studied GaGa technique with the Batsheva Dance Company under the direction of Ohad 
Naharin. Upon her return from Israel, Miller embarked on a cutting-edge mastery of movement 
invention inspired by the compositional improvisation structure of GaGa technique. Gallim’s dancers are 
fluid, quirky and phenomenal talents.”   
 
• Holiday Celebration 
“The Many Moods of Christmas: Celebrating the Traditional Music of the Holidays” 
December 8, 7:30 p.m. 
Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids 
 
Falls Arts Celebration concludes with the University Arts Chorale and the Jenison High School Chamber 
Singers joining Department of Music and Dance faculty and guests for a special performance of Robert 
Shaw’s “The Many Moods of Christmas.” 
 
Fountain Street Church was selected for its superb acoustics and central location for Grand Valley’s 
holiday gift performance to the West Michigan community. Traditional Christmas carols will be sung 
with music from composers like Handel, Bizet and Bach. 
 
All events are free and open to the public. Seating is limited. For more information on Fall Arts 
Celebration, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call (616) 331-2185. 
 
July 11, 2014 
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Mary Eilleen Lyon, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221, 
lyonme@gvsu.edu. 
 
Grand Valley Trustees adopt budget, set tuition 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Grand Valley State University Board of Trustees adopted the university’s 
FY 2015 budget and set tuition rates for the coming academic year during its July 11 Board of Trustees 
meeting held at the L. William Seidman Center in Grand Rapids. The tuition increase is the lowest 
percentage rate and dollar amount in the last 10 years. The increase complies with the state’s tuition 
cap and keeps Grand Valley’s tuition in the lower half of all Michigan universities. The budget 
substantially raises financial aid for students and their families. 
 
Trustees voted to increase tuition by $149 per semester. This brings annual tuition to $10,752 for a full-
time undergraduate Michigan resident. The budget includes $38 million for student financial aid, an 
increase of $3.1 million that becomes available for students in scholarships and grants, 
 
“We are concerned with quality and affordability for our students,” said Shelley Padnos, chair of the 
Board of Trustees. “This budget achieves a balance that will help students graduate and find jobs. We 
have increased financial aid, helping students borrow less, and we were able to keep tuition costs 
manageable. I always like to remind students and their families to look at the bill in dollars, not the 
percentage increase in tuition. Grand Valley still charges less than most Michigan universities.” 
 
The university is expected to receive state funding of $63 million; some of the funding is the result of 
Grand Valley’s best-in-class performance. The state’s share of Grand Valley’s budget is 18 percent, 
meaning students and their families pay 82 percent. Trustees earmarked the entire state allocation for 
student financial aid, debt service, maintenance and utilities for classroom buildings. 
 
President Thomas J. Haas said he applauds lawmakers tying funding to performance because Grand 
Valley and its students benefit. 
 
“The state is investing again in higher education and demanding outcomes, which serves Grand Valley 
well,” Haas said. “We have been judged best in class, and we are now able to share the increase in the 
state’s investment in Grand Valley with our students. The state’s recognition of our performance has 
allowed us to hold down tuition and increase financial aid. This is welcome news for our hard-working 
students.” 
 
Grand Valley is responsible for a nearly 30 percent increase in college graduates in Michigan in the last 
10 years. Of Grand Valley’s most recent graduates, nearly 85 percent are employed or in graduate 
school, or both. Of those working, 90 percent are employed in Michigan. 
 
The budget passed by the board also includes a modest three percent wage increase for faculty and staff 
members. 
 
For additional information highlighting Grand Valley’s performance, visit www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
For a chart detailing tuition at Michigan universities, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/FD 
 
In other board action: 
 
The Board of Trustees approved a new major in entrepreneurship. The program is designed to provide 
undergraduate students in the Seidman College of Business with a broad, highly applicable set of skills 
that will serve as a springboard for those who wish to start, run or grow their own personal or family-
owned business. The entrepreneurship double major will give students a well-rounded experience and 
the knowledge and skills to pursue a career in an established business or start their own venture. The 
new major will meet the business community’s demand for students with more entrepreneurial skills. 
 
The Board of Trustees also approved the authorization of Light of the World Academy in Pinckney, a 
charter school that will serve grades K-6 in its first year and grades K-8 at full capacity. The school is 
expected to serve 360 students at full capacity. The board also approved a resolution for appointment 
or reappointment of charter school board members to Grand Valley-authorized public school academy 
boards. 
 
David S. Hooker was elected as chair of the Board of Trustees, and John C. Kennedy was elected as vice 
chair. 
 
David Hooker was appointed to the board in 2011. Hooker is president of Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Park. John Kennedy was appointed to the board in 2011. Kennedy is president of Autocam 
Corporation. 
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GVSU researchers find moral beliefs barrier to HPV vaccine 
-- Graduate students surveyed 1,000 first-year students 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A survey of first-year Grand Valley State University students showed the 
biggest barrier to receiving a Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine was moral or religious beliefs, or a 
perceived promotion of sexual behavior, according to graduate physician assistant researchers. 
 
Physician Assistant Studies majors Jamie Phillipich and Margie Webb surveyed 1,000 incoming students 
last fall as part of their master’s research project. They assessed the influence media has on the 
perception of HPV and vaccine compliance, and presented their findings at the Annual American 
Academy of Physician Assistants CME Conference in May. 
 
The HPV vaccines are commonly recommended for children ages 11-12 to protect against cervical 
cancers in women, and genital warts and other cancers in men. 
 
Phillipich said she and Webb chose incoming first-year students in 2013 as that population was among 
the first to receive the vaccines when it was introduced in 2006 for girls and 2009 for boys. 
 
Survey questions included where students received information about the vaccine, HPV knowledge, 
vaccination barriers and vaccination status. Results from the 146 respondents included the following: 
 
• 51.4 percent reported receiving the Gardasil vaccination, and 40.3 percent received all three 
recommended doses. 
• 91 percent reported moral barriers to the vaccination, higher than other barriers (lack of education, 
cost, lack of medical recommendation). 
• Nearly 70 percent reported receiving information about the vaccines from their health care provider. 
• 65 percent reported receiving information about the vaccines from media. 
 
Webb and Phillipich said it’s important as future physician assistants to understand where their patients 
are receiving information to be able to give informed recommendations. 
They are currently writing a manuscript for publication of their findings; both are expected to graduate 
in December. 
 
 
(caption) 
GVSU physician assistant studies majors Jamie Phillipich, left, and Margie Webb surveyed 1,000 first-year 
students to assess the influence media has on the perception of HPV and vaccine compliance. 
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Current business trends: slow growth continues 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Slow growth continues for the greater Grand Rapids industrial economy, 
according to results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management 
Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of June. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, edged up to +23, from +20, still down 
from April’s +40, but respectable. The production index jumped back to +30 from +16, which 
corresponds to the June uptick recorded in previous years. The employment index remained in double 
digits at +15, up from +14 and the index of purchases rose nicely to +19 from +9. 
 
“The automotive components manufacturers remain strong, although a couple firms seem to have been 
disappointed with business that was supposed to materialize but didn’t,” said Long. “The office furniture 
business remains stable but flat, and contrary to some forecasts, is not vastly exceeding last year’s 
performance. Smaller office furniture firms are doing better than their larger counterparts. Industrial 
distributors came in with a mixed performance and capital equipment firms are stable, but some are 
doing very well at this stage in the business cycle.” 
 
Long said Kent County has the lowest unemployment rate (5.2 percent) among all 83 Michigan counties. 
Second place is claimed jointly by Barry and Ottawa counties at 5.3 percent and Kalamazoo County is in 
11th place, posting a 6.1 percent unemployment rate for May. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. For more Grand Valley news, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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GVSU hosts international chemistry conference 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — More than 1,300 chemistry teachers are expected to attend the Biennial 
Conference on Chemical Education at Grand Valley State University, August 3-7. BCCE is the largest 
gathering of chemical educators in the world and is sponsored by the Division of Chemical Education of 
the American Chemical Society. 
 
The conference brings together college and high school chemistry teachers for five days of plenary 
sessions, workshops and symposia at the Allendale Campus. Most are from the U.S. with a few 
international attendees. Teachers will find a rich environment for learning, discussion, networking and 
professional growth. 
 
Among the 102 workshops and 77 symposia are meetings with up to 50 papers specifically designed for 
high school teachers. Topics include advanced placement chemistry, chemical demonstrations, using 
social networks to teach chemistry, improving labs, technology in secondary education and Next 
Generation Science Standards. The conference also includes a 5K fun run, golf outing, picnic, tours and 
an exposition center with 50-60 booths. 
 
Biennial Conference on Chemical Education 
August 3-7 
GVSU Allendale Campus 
www.bcce2014.org 
 
Plenary speakers include: 
• John C. Warner, one of the founders of the field of Green Chemistry, president of Warner Babcock 
Institute for Green Chemistry 
• Lennie Scott-Webber, director of Education Environments for Steelcase Education Solutions 
• Charlie Bamforth, Anheuser-Busch Endowed Professor of Malting & Brewing Sciences and 
Distinguished Professor at the University of California, Davis. 
• Holly Walter Kerby, founder of Fusion Science Theater, a National Science Foundation-funded 
organization that creates outreach shows promoting learning and assessment of key science concepts. 
 
For a full conference schedule visit www.bcce2014.org. For more information call (616) 331-3625 or 
email bcce2014@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU summer camp will have teens exploring health professions 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — For the fifth year, area teens will learn about health professions at a summer 
day camp sponsored by Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Summer Health Activities and Professions Exploration (sHaPe) camp will run July 14-17 at the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences in Grand Rapids. About 40 participants, eighth or ninth graders, are 
expected. Registration is closed. 
 
Teens will explore professions of medical laboratory science, occupational therapy, physical therapy, 
physician assistant, public health, radiation therapy, sonography, speech pathology, sports medicine, 
and therapeutic recreation. 
 
In addition to hands-on activities in labs, students will learn about personal health and fitness. A field 
trip to Mercy Health Saint Mary’s is planned. 
 
The camp is free for students through donations from Meijer, Mercy Health, Junior League of Grand 
Rapids, Kent County Medical Society Alliance Foundation, and Lake Michigan Credit Union. 
 
The camp is sponsored by Grand Valley’s College of Health Professions and the Regional Math and 
Science Center. For more information, contact Ranelle Brew at (616) 331-5947 or Kathy Agee at (616) 
331-2267. 
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GVSU commits to '8 keys' of success for veterans 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University continues to support student veterans and military 
members through its commitment to the “8 Keys to Veterans’ Success” initiative. 
 
The initiative, organized by U.S. Departments of Education and Veterans Affairs, highlights eight ways 
colleges and universities can support veterans as they pursue their education and employment goals. 
President Thomas J. Haas recently signed an affirmation letter that commits Grand Valley to upholding 
the keys, which are outlined at http://gvsu.edu/s/FK. 
 
Steven Lipnicki, assistant dean of students, said committing to the initiative demonstrates Grand Valley’s 
dedication to going above and beyond with supporting veterans and service members. 
 
“Student veterans and current military members bring great value to Grand Valley,” he said. 
“Implementing the ‘8 Keys’ demonstrates our continuing commitment to ensure that each receives the 
best educational experience possible.” 
 
Grand Valley is one of only seven Michigan colleges and universities that has committed to the initiative. 
 
Grand Valley provides support and resources for service members and veterans, including in-state 
tuition for veterans and active military members who are stationed in Michigan. The university is a 
member of the Consortium of Michigan Veteran Educators, a statewide network of two-year and four-
year institutions that works to support military members and veterans and ensure access to resources 
that can lead to employment. 
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MEDIA-GVSU researchers get $1 million grant to study student success program 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Researchers at Grand Valley State University’s Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
have received a $1.05 million grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to study a Michigan Department 
of Human Services program aimed at helping students in 169 Michigan schools and their families 
succeed. 
 
The grant will allow staff in the Johnson Center’s Community Research Institute to study the “Pathways 
to Potential” program model and evaluate whether the program is meeting its goals. The program works 
by placing case workers in schools to help remove barriers to student success. Called “success coaches,” 
the case workers are stationed in schools so they can provide services to families in a convenient 
location rather than the families having to visit government offices to seek assistance. 
 
The grant will cover three years of research at 169 schools in 13 counties statewide. The Johnson Center 
will examine data from Pathways schools and conduct surveys of parents, teachers and students. It will 
assess whether different Pathways models work better in different schools and evaluate whether 
schools that have better connections with community partners – a goal of Pathways to Potential – have 
greater gains in student outcomes. The evaluation also will analyze the return on investment for the 
school initiative. 
 
“We’ve been excited to see improved attendance and others signs of success at our Pathways schools,” 
said DHS Director Maura Corrigan. “DHS welcomes the opportunity to have an independent evaluation 
of this exciting new project to help families reach their full potential.” 
 
Gov. Rick Snyder said the program helps Michigan families that find themselves in need. 
 
“We know that many children struggle in school because of outside of school challenges affecting both 
students and their families,” Snyder said. “The goal of Pathways to Potential is the reduce or eliminate 
those challenges by connecting families to the services they need to help everyone become more 
successful.” 
 
The Johnson Center earlier evaluated the Kent School Services Network, a project in Kent County 
schools that in part served as a model for Pathways. 
 
“Pathways to Potential has the opportunity to greatly improve the lives of Michigan students and their 
families, and our research team is excited to begin the long-term evaluation of the program,” said 
Community Research Institute Senior Researcher Jodi Petersen. “This research is a model of providing 
third-party evaluation for government programming with foundation support. We are hopeful our 
research will help the program’s success in the long run.” 
 
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) was founded in 1930 as an independent, private foundation by 
breakfast cereal pioneer Will Keith Kellogg, and is among the largest philanthropic foundations in the 
United States. Guided by the belief that all children should have an equal opportunity to thrive, WKKF 
works with communities to create conditions for vulnerable children so they can realize their full 
potential in school, work and life. The Kellogg Foundation is based in Battle Creek. 
 
Established in 1992 with support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy promotes effective philanthropy, community improvement and excellence in nonprofit 
leadership through teaching, research and service. The Johnson Center is recognized for its applied 
research and professional development benefitting practitioners and nonprofits through its Community 
Research Institute, Frey Foundation Chair for Family Foundations and Philanthropy, The Foundation 
Review, The Grantmaking School, Johnson Center Philanthropy Archives and Library and Nonprofit 
Services. 
 
For more information, visit johnsoncenter.org. 
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GVSU engineering students celebrate graduation, showcase projects 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — More than 60 engineering students will participate in a special graduation 
ceremony August 1 at Grand Valley State University. The graduates will join the thousands of Grand 
Valley alumni who are helping drive the state’s economy with their STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) degrees. 
 
At the Order of the Engineer ceremony, students will receive an iron ring to be placed on the little finger 
of the working hand, which symbolizes the bridge between training and experience. The students earn 
their degrees later than the traditional spring ceremony because they complete a year-long co-op 
experience with a company. 
 
Order of the Engineer Graduation Ceremony 
Friday, August 1 
6 p.m. 
Eberhard Center, second floor 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The 16th annual Engineering Design Conference will take place the same day. The conference celebrates 
the completion of the Capstone Design Program and the Grand Valley partnership with local industry, in 
which teams of senior engineering students solve real-world engineering design problems sponsored by 
participating industries and organizations. 
 
Engineering Design Conference 
Friday, August 1 
1:30-4:30 p.m., Kennedy Hall of Engineering and Keller Engineering Labs 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Sponsors of this year’s senior projects include Autocam, Blackmer, DeWys Manufacturing, DornerWorks, 
Gentex, Gill Electronics, L-3 Communications, Rapid-Line, SAF-Holland and Uniform Color Company. 
 
For more information about the conference and graduation ceremony, contact the School of 
Engineering in the Seymour and Esther Padnos College of Engineering and Computing at (616) 331-6750. 
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GVSU camp introduces girls to growing field of computing 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Area middle school girls will learn about the growing fields of computing and 
robotics at a Grand Valley State University camp August 4-8. 
 
At “Get with the Program,” campers will learn how to program and build Lego Robots, and create 3-D 
movies, which will be showcased at the Open House on August 8. They will also visit area companies 
that specialize in automation systems. 
 
The camp, hosted by the School of Computing and Information Systems, will take place in Mackinac Hall. 
It is part of a continuum of technology-based opportunities for female students interested in 
engineering and computing careers. 
 
For more information, contact computing instructors Teresa Peterman, petermat@gvsu.edu and (616) 
331-2439, or Ana Posada, posadaa@gvsu.edu and (616) 331-2048. 
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GVSU receives grant to support rural entrepreneurship 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at Grand Valley State 
University has received a grant to lead two Rural-Focused Agricultural Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
training programs. 
 
The $30,375 grant, from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Business Enterprise Grant Program, 
will help implement workshops that spur enterprise development and job creation in communities 
across Isabella and Bay counties. The programs will connect entrepreneurs to economic development 
resources, technology and start-up training to help them commercialize their products and ideas. 
 
“There is great economic potential in the state’s agricultural sector,” said Julie Cowie, project manager 
for Sprout Lab in Grand Valley’s Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation. “Our partnership will 
identify and support Michigan’s agricultural innovators to explore commercialization of their tools, 
prototypes and concepts.” 
 
Cowie said the program offers practical lean startup tools and connections to Michigan’s entrepreneur 
ecosystem. 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Center for Entrepreneurship at (616) 331-7582. 
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Researcher finds companies’ religious affiliation can buffer negative reactions 
Hobby Lobby, Chick-fil-A examples 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — While companies like Hobby Lobby and Chick-fil-A are at the forefront of 
debate over the religious rights of employers, a new study by a Grand Valley State University researcher 
shows religious affiliation can safeguard companies against negative reactions to store policies. The 
findings were published in the Journal of Services Marketing. 
 
The research, led by Kelly Cowart, assistant professor of marketing at Grand Valley State University, 
examines the effect of a firm’s religious association on customer perceptions of the firm, especially 
when a service failure occurs. A service failure is defined as limited hours of operation or a temporary 
store closing. 
 
Cowart said the current findings indicate that religious affiliations may buffer against some of the 
negative fallout that ensues in the wake of a service failure, as consumers do not penalize such firms as 
heavily as those without an affiliation. “More importantly, the findings suggest that a religious affiliation 
can garner favor even when the religion is not the dominant religion in society,” she said. 
 
Two experimental studies were conducted in which participants assumed the role of a customer visiting 
a restaurant for the first time. In study one, the customer either ate a meal at the restaurant or could 
not eat a meal due to the restaurant’s closing for an annual holy day. In study two, the restaurant is 
closed for weekly religious worship rather than an annual holy day. 
 
“Results from both studies revealed that customers are more likely to forgive firms when service failures 
are associated with religion, regardless of attitudes toward the religious group,” said Cowart. “The 
results were similar no matter what religion was used in the scenarios: Christianity, Judaism or Islam.” 
 
Edward Ramirez, assistant professor of marketing at the University of Texas at El Paso, and Michael K. 
Brady, chair of the Department of Marketing at Florida State University, co-authored the study. 
 
For more information, contact Kelly Cowart at (616) 331-7304 or cowartk@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU will host annual ESL conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Hundreds of educators who teach English as a second language are expected 
at a conference in October hosted by Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Michigan Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (MITESOL) conference will run 
October 17-18 at the Eberhard Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
With a theme, “Expanding our Perspectives: From the Classroom to the Community,” the conference 
aims to address the needs of educators in increasingly diverse contexts, including those who teach adult 
immigrants and refugee ESL learners. 
 
Keynote speakers Andrea DeCapua, author of “Bridging the Gap: Connecting SLIFE with U.S. 
Classrooms,” and Patsy Vinogradov, director at Hamline University in Minnesota, will give presentations. 
 
Hands-on workshops and panel discussions are planned, led by international, national and state experts 
in ESL. 
 
Registration is $90 for MITESOL members and $115 for non-members before September 19. Register 
online at www.mitesol.org. 
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Current business trends: Slow growth continues 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Slow growth continues for the greater Grand Rapids industrial economy, 
according to results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management 
Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of July. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, eased to +18 from +23. The production 
index tapered to +25 from +30. The employment index remained stable, unchanged at +15, and the 
index of purchases remained unchanged at +19. 
 
“Locally, the pattern established in 2009 as the recession recovery began remains virtually unchanged,” 
said Long. “The automotive parts producers continue to provide much of the drive behind the recent 
economic growth, although some firms have clearly done better than others. Several are continuing to 
expand, while others prefer maintaining their present size.” 
 
Long said the office furniture business remains positive, with some of the smaller firms outpacing their 
larger counterparts. He said while industrial distributors had a very good month, the capital equipment 
industry appears to be having some difficulties. “There is no evidence that the weakness demonstrated 
by some firms is the beginning of a downward trend,” he said. 
 
The statistics for business optimism are showing signs of stabilization after last month’s unexpected 
drop, according to Long. He noted the short-term business outlook index rose to +27, up from last 
month’s +21. However, the long-term business outlook edged lower to +34, down from +36. Long said 
the level of pessimism for this index has grown considerably, given the +64 reported less than a year 
ago. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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MEDIA-Climate change negatively impacting Great Lakes, GVSU researcher says 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — Climate change is having a direct negative effect on the Great Lakes, including 
impacts to recreational value, drinking water potential, and becoming more suited to invasive species 
and infectious pathogens, according to a Grand Valley State University researcher. 
 
The impact of climate change on the Great Lakes, as well as other natural resources in the United States, 
was explored in the report “Science, Education, and Outreach Roadmap for Natural Resources,” recently 
released by the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities. Kevin Strychar, an associate professor 
at Grand Valley’s Annis Water Resources Institute, co-authored one of the chapters. 
 
Strychar researches climate change impacts on aquatic and marine ecosystems, and has studied climate 
change impacts on organisms for 16 years in countries from Australia and Palau to Canada and the 
United States. 
 
Strychar spent the past year working with 35 other authors to compile the section on climate change. In 
the report, Strychar and his co-authors described the need to increase understanding of the impacts of 
climate change on ecosystems, water supplies, air quality, fire, disease transmission and species survival. 
 
One of the many conclusions reached by the researchers was the need to develop technology that 
allows real-time monitoring and management of water systems. 
 
“Climate change has occurred in the past, but this time, the frequency of change is too fast, not allowing 
animals enough time to adapt,” Strychar said. “Further complicating this issue is that we need not only 
study individual animals but their inter- and intra-dependencies on other animals and on the 
environment. 
 
“Ignoring the problem is no longer a solution. Denying the plausibility of climate change is foolhardy. We 
need to accept the problem and now, find solutions — or at least minimize its impact on society and our 
planet as a whole.” 
 
The full report focuses on six “grand challenges” that are facing the U.S. in the areas of climate change, 
water, sustainability, agriculture, energy and education. 
 
To read the report, click here: http://gvsu.edu/s/Gx 
 
Read more about Strychar’s research here: http://www.gvsu.edu/strychak/ 
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GVSU will host annual interprofessional health care conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Participants at the seventh annual West Michigan Interprofessional Education 
Initiative (WMIPEI) conference will discuss best practices and innovation within collaborative health care 
practices. 
 
The conference is set for September 18-19 at the DeVos Center, 401 W. Fulton St., on Grand Valley State 
University’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The conference is open to all health professionals and 
community members. 
 
WMIPEI is composed of faculty and staff members and students from GVSU, Grand Rapids Medical 
Education Partners, Michigan State University College of Human Medicine, and health care professionals 
from more than 25 organizations. 
 
Interprofessional education refers to occasions when two or more health professionals learn with and 
about each other with goals to cultivate a cost-effective, patient-centered collaborative practice. 
 
Keynote speakers for the September conference are Roger Spoelman, president and CEO of Mercy 
Health in West Michigan; Amy Barton, associate dean for clinical and community affairs at University of 
Colorado; Barbara Brandt, director of the National Center for Interprofessional Practice and Education; 
and Scott Shipman, director of primary care affairs and workforce analysis for the Association of 
American Medical Colleges. 
 
The schedule for Thursday, September 18, runs from 1-4:30 p.m., followed by a networking reception. 
On Friday, September 19, the conference runs 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m. and includes breakfast and lunch. 
 
Cost to attend September 18 only is $25, and September 19 is $50, both days are $75. Register online at 
www.gvsu.edu/wmipei. 
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Grand Valley president, trustee to help with freshman move-in 
 
Grand Valley State University President Thomas J. Haas, the Grand Valley Board of Trustees Chair, and 
hundreds of alumni, faculty and staff members are volunteering to help more than 6,000 new and 
returning students as they move in during the week of August 18. 
 
President Haas and his wife, Marcia Haas, will serve ice cream to families and new students on 
Wednesday, August 20, beginning at 10 a.m. by Kleiner Commons on the Allendale Campus. Board 
Chair Shelley Padnos will help first-year students move in the same area of campus on the same day 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 
NOTE: B-roll and photos of students moving in will be available in the afternoon on August 20 at 
http://gvsu.edu/s/GH. 
 
Faculty and staff members will welcome the newest class of students during Convocation, a celebration 
that marks the beginning of the academic year, on Friday, August 22. The ceremony will take place at 
11:30 a.m. in the Fieldhouse on the Allendale Campus.  
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GVSU president participates in #ALSIceBucketChallenge 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Following Convocation August 22, Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas 
participated in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge. See the video here. 
 
The online campaign, which has gone viral, aims to raise awareness and research funds for ALS, a 
neurodegenerative disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord. 
 
In the video, Haas nominated Saginaw Valley State University President Donald Bachand and Hey There 
Laker’s Lewis Stone, a Grand Valley student, to participate in the challenge. 
  
---
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Grand Valley exhibit examines information as a global commodity 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — ‘Open Everything’ — a new interactive exhibit exploring the idea of information as 
a global commodity — is now open at the Mary Idema Pew Library through September 11. 
 
The purpose of the display is to introduce students, as well as the general public, to the global issue of 
open access to information or the lack thereof. 
 
“The issue is that scholars create information to advance the well being of the world, and we give away 
that research that we produce in our institutions that are publically supported to publishers, and they 
sell it back to us at prices we can’t afford,” said Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University Libraries. “We need 
to free up information and it needs to be free to be repurposed and put together and combined with 
other knowledge to make the world better.” 
 
In each of the four areas of the exhibit, visitors are prompted with a role-playing scenario to choose a 
path and then discover the hypothetical local, national or global implications of their choices. The four 
role-play scenarios of open information include: 
 
 Open Access – free, online availability of research articles and the rights to use them. 
 Open Software – open source software is available for modification or enhancement by anyone. 
 Open Textbooks – teaching and learning materials freely available online for everyone to use. 
 Open Data – data that can be freely used and shared by anyone. 
 
“One of the most captivating ideas that I’d like people to become aware of is just the power that 
information has in our world and the ways in which increased access to information globally can have a 
positive impact on solving the problems that we all face,” said Erin Fisher, GVSU library program 
manager. 
 
Exhibit hours are: Sunday 10 a.m.-2 a.m., Monday-Thursday 7 a.m.-2 a.m., Friday 7 a.m.-9 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
 
The exhibit is free and open to the public. For more information, contact Erin Fisher at (616) 331- 3925 
or fisherin@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA-New data highlights business opportunities, worker trends in metro Grand Rapids 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Researchers at Grand Valley State University’s Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy have developed a tool that identifies trends in business patterns and neighborhood 
demographics with the intent to help metro Grand Rapids business development organizations optimize 
their efforts. 
 
 The new tool, called MetroEdge, tracks a wide variety of information including retail trends, 
commuter patterns, infrastructure, worker education levels and demographics, housing trends, 
income levels and more. The data has identified some surprising facts so far, including: 
 
Of the 125,000 jobs in the City of Grand Rapids, 77 percent are held by people who live outside 
of the city. 
 61 percent of city residents commute to locations outside the city for work. 
 The number of vacant homes in the city of Grand Rapids has increased by 81 percent from 1990-
2010. 
 
MetroEdge breaks the Grand Rapids area up into more than a dozen different commercial areas that 
were developed with assistance from area business leaders. The aim of the project is to provide easily 
accessible information about the business potential of each of the city’s distinct commercial areas. 
 
“We are working to provide a clearinghouse of information about investment opportunities in the city, 
including areas outside of downtown,” said Jeremy Pyne, Johnson Center GIS manager. “We hope that 
this data will help area leaders with business development, employee recruitment and overall 
retention.” 
 
The data is compiled from a variety of different sources, and the site can be used to create custom 
reports for specific geographic areas. The site can visually represent the data users are looking for, or 
can provide it in the form of a report. The MetroEdge tool is built on the same platform that Grand 
Valley’s Johnson Center used to showcase detailed demographic data as part of its Community Profiles 
2.0 project. 
 
The MetroEdge project is supported by a grant from the Dyer-Ives Foundation, and can be accessed 
online at www.cridata.org/communityprofiles. 
  
For immediate release 
August 19, 2014 
Contact: Michele Coffill, University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
GVSU academic year starts with three events 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The new academic year at Grand Valley State University gets a formal kickoff on 
Friday, August 22. 
 
President Thomas J. Haas will give his annual Faculty and Staff Opening Address at 10 a.m. in the 
Performing Arts Center, Louis Armstrong Theatre. Haas is expected to outline his vision for the 
university. 
 
**MEDIA NOTE: Media members are welcome to cover this event; a mult box is available. 
 
Convocation will follow at 11:30 a.m. in the Fieldhouse. Haas, Provost Gayle R. Davis, Karen Gipson, 
chair of University Academic Senate, and Andrew Plague, president of Student Senate, will give remarks. 
 
An all-campus picnic lunch for students, faculty and staff members follows Convocation. 
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Sierra Club names Grand Valley a greenest school for third year 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University was again named one of the country’s greenest 
universities by the Sierra Club, the largest national grassroots environmental organization in the U.S. The 
university is the highest-ranking Michigan institution on the list, ahead of universities such as Texas 
A&M and Ohio State. 
 
For the third year in a row, Grand Valley is included in the Sierra’s Club’s annual list of “Coolest Schools,” 
a list that ranks schools that have a strong commitment to environmental improvement, are helping to 
solve climate problems and are making significant efforts to operate sustainably. View the full list here. 
 
Grand Valley placed 58th out of 173 institutions. The ranking was based on scores given to universities 
that completed a questionnaire on measurable environmental goals and achievements, presented by 
the Sierra Club, Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), 
Sustainable Endowments Institute (SEI) and Princeton Review. Since 2013, Grand Valley has been the 
only university in the state and is currently one of 61 in the country to receive gold status after 
completing the survey. Of the 282 schools that currently hold a ranking nationwide, Grand Valley’s 
average score was higher than the national score. The self-reporting assessment included more than 900 
questions.  
 
Anne Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies (BCOIS), said the recognition by 
Sierra Club is a welcomed honor. “It both locally and nationally signals the distinctive level of 
commitment by Grand Valley faculty and staff members to the value of environmental sustainability, 
which informs all aspects of the university’s operations and mission,” she said.  
 
Sierra Club has more than 1.4 million members and supporters nationwide. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Sustainable Practices in BCOIS at 
www.gvsu.edu/sustainability or (616) 331-7366.  
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MEDIA-Grand Valley surplus store to hold tent sale, open to public 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s surplus store is planning to hold a furniture tent 
sale on Thursday, August 21 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 
The sale will take place at 5260 Edgewater Dr. in Allendale, with free parking on Edgewater Drive. 
 
The surplus store sells items that are no longer used from university inventory. Sales help sustainability 
efforts at the university by keeping items out of the landfill. 
 
The furniture sale will feature couches, love seats and single chairs along with blue and green stackable 
chairs and dining room tables. 
 
All purchases must be picked up on the day of the sale. 
 
For more information, call the Surplus Store at (616) 331-9072 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/gvsusurplusstore. 
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GVSU-WMU survey shows family businesses serve as “ballast” for economy 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Family-owned business leaders in West Michigan are committed to the state, 
with more than 90 percent producing products and services within the state, according to survey results 
released by Grand Valley State University and Western Michigan University. 
 
The Family Owned Business Institute in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley and the 
Haworth College of Business at Western Michigan University launched a study in 2013 to explore the 
magnitude of family-owned businesses in the region. 
 
Of the 690 family businesses in the database, 156 completed the survey for a 23 percent response rate. 
The survey can be found at http://gvsu.edu/fobi/survey. 
 
“The role family-owned businesses play in the local economy is starting to emerge,” said Joseph Horak, 
director of the Family Owned Business Institute at Grand Valley. “They are more risk averse, take on less 
debt and have a longer-term focus. While they may not be as highly profitable during an economic 
upswing, when the economy has a downturn, family businesses actually serve as ‘ballast’ in our local 
economy.” 
 
Significant findings include: 
 
• The survey found that when anticipating reduced earnings, family-owned businesses indicated they 
would be most likely to reduce distributions to owners (86 percent) and/or reduce salaries to family 
members (58 percent) before they would consider laying off an employee. Layoffs were considered an 
absolute last resort. One respondent said, “We would not jump to layoffs without doing many things 
with our staff first — cutting hours, reducing wages or benefits.” Family businesses provide an important 
buffer during an economic downturn in comparison to publicly traded companies. 
 
• Typically only 30 percent of family-owned businesses survive into the second generation, while only 12 
percent of family-owned businesses make it to the 3rd generation, and less than 5 percent make it to 
the 4th generation. Fifteen percent of the businesses surveyed were in the 3rd generation of ownership, 
and 11 percent were in the fourth. These higher numbers suggest a strong commitment of business 
families to maintaining the legacy of family-owned businesses in West Michigan. Family businesses in 
West Michigan are clearly beating these odds. 
 
• Only about 20 percent of family-owned businesses have a formal, written succession plan in place. 
While this lack of formal planning is not unusual among family-owned businesses, it is concerning. The 
highest priorities of survey respondents in terms of succession planning were “stability of the firm” and 
“presence of a competent successor.” 
 
• Survey findings highlight the need for future programs and workshops for family-owned businesses in 
the areas of succession planning, emergency succession planning, and estate planning. One of the 
outcomes of this research is an effort to begin providing some of these tools in an effort to help support 
the long-term prospects of the local family businesses. 
 
Surveys were sent to family-owned businesses in 28 counties on the west side of the state, including 
Allegan, Antrim, Barry, Benzie, Berrien, Cass, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Ionia, Kalamazoo, 
Kalkaska, Kent, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, Mecosta, Missaukee, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, 
Oceana, Osceola, Ottawa, St. Joseph, Van Buren, Wexford. 
 
Later this year, the results of a study demonstrating the economic and social (philanthropic) impact of 
family-owned businesses on West Michigan will be completed by this research team. 
 
For more information contact Joseph Horak, director of the Family Owned Business Institute at Grand 
Valley, at (616) 331-7278 or Laurel Ofstein, assistant professor of management at Western Michigan 
University at (269) 387-5417. 
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MEDIA NOTE: A headshot of Ricco can be found on Dropbox at: http://gvsu.edu/s/Hb 
 
Grand Valley State names new director of MAREC  
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. —Kevin Ricco has been selected as the new director of Grand Valley State 
University’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center. He succeeds T. Arnold Boezaart, who 
will retire at the end of October after serving as director since 2009.  
 
Ricco will officially assume his role September 22. 
 
Since November of 2012, Ricco has served as manager of operations for Grand Valley’s Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus and regional centers. Prior to that, he was Allegan County’s first director of county 
development where his responsibilities included economic development, Brownfield redevelopment, 
and parks and recreation and tourism management. 
 
“Kevin’s collaborative leadership style will enable MAREC to enhance its mission as a catalyst for 
economic development as well as a research and development center,” said Brian Copeland, associate 
vice president for Business and Finance at Grand Valley. “We’re grateful for Arn’s leadership. He 
effectively opened the doors of the MAREC facility to the community and led the way in business 
development and many research activities.” 
 
Ricco said his plans for MAREC include continuing to build the business incubator program and weaving 
in Grand Valley’s academic mission into the center’s work, “whether that’s connecting students with our 
incubator clients or planting seeds that might spark some interest and focus on entrepreneurial 
enterprises among our faculty and students,” he said.  
 
He said Boezaart has done a tremendous job of building community relations in Muskegon and 
surrounding communities. “I would like to continue to build relations and get to a point where MAREC is 
the first thing that comes to mind when people in the state, region and even country think of alternative 
and renewable energy,” Ricco said. “Clean and renewable energy resources are becoming vitally 
important, and technology is a big part of this movement. I look forward to helping facilitate this 
endeavor.” 
 
Ricco, a native of Muskegon, received a bachelor’s degree in natural resource management from the 
University of Michigan and a master’s degree in business administration from Eastern Michigan 
University. He has served on the board of directors for Southeast Michigan Association for Recreation 
Trails, Allegan County Wellness Council, and West Michigan Cultural Trails, among others. He currently 
serves on the board for the West Michigan Tourism Association. 
 
Ricco can be reached for interviews at riccok@gvsu.edu. 
 
About MAREC 
The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon is an economic development 
initiative of the City of Muskegon in partnership with Grand Valley State University and the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation. MAREC offers a range of technology oriented business start-up 
and incubation opportunities with emphasis on renewable energy innovation and efficiency. MAREC 
operates in partnership with the Michigan Small Business Development Center (SBDC) program. 
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Grand Valley ranked as a ‘Best College’ by Washington Monthly 
 
Washington Monthly ranked Grand Valley State University 30th in the nation in the “Best Master’s 
Universities” category for its contribution to the public good, up two spots from last year. Grand Valley 
ranked first in the nation in the community service subcategory and 11th in the financial aid support, 
courses and service staff subcategory. 
 
The rankings are based on three criteria: civic engagement, research and social mobility. Access and 
affordability were also considered. 
 
The full report can be seen at www.washingtonmonthly.com/college_guide/2014.php 
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Grand Valley announces design thinking initiative 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — At the start of the academic year, Grand Valley State University announces a new 
initiative that continues its commitment to ensure students will be prepared for lifelong learning and 
careers in an ever-changing society. 
 
The Design Thinking Initiative is a human-centered approach to solving problems and meeting needs 
using an organized method of defining, observing and considering those impacted. Provost Gayle R. 
Davis announced that John Berry will lead this initiative. 
 
Berry has more than four decades of innovative design-related involvement with corporations, higher 
education, and nonprofit and professional associations on a regional and national level. Berry is 
executive director and founder of Design West Michigan, a design advocacy organization with more than 
1,100 members. He also served as vice president for corporate communications for Herman Miller. 
 
Davis said Berry will lead the exploration of how to connect existing programs, classes and co-curricular 
activities with appropriate new ones, and collaborate with other creative and innovative organizations in 
the region. 
 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas said the university recognizes the importance of providing 
learning experiences to expand students exposure to integrated processes and systems. 
 
“Design Thinking brings another opportunity to our students to see how collaboration and creativity can 
benefit all their lives and the growth of their communities,” Haas said. 
 
Berry said he looks forward to establishing partnerships with organizations “that have an interest in 
expanding our design ecosystem.” 
 
“Grand Valley’s initiative significantly adds to the design ecosystem of West Michigan, which is 
extremely robust with design talent,” Berry said. “Creating this initiative will allow students to gain 
additional experience with innovation and problem-solving that also will increase our regions’ ability to 
create and grow.” 
 
Berry earned a master’s of fine arts degree from Cranbrook Academy of Art. He is a past board member 
of the Michigan Humanities Council, OxBow Art and Artists School, Grand Rapids Art Museum, Kendall 
College of Art and Design. He is a current member of the National Advisory Committee for Cranbrook 
Academy of Art. 
 
Berry can be contacted at (616) 331-2400 or berryjr@gvsu.edu. 
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Grand Valley hosts state’s largest and oldest Shakespeare Festival 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Shakespeare lives again at Grand Valley State University, host of Michigan’s oldest 
and largest Shakespeare Festival. The 21st annual Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival will offer multiple 
events beginning September 26 and concluding November 1. Operated annually since 1993, more than 
6,000 patrons attend the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival activities each season. 
 
Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action! 
ArtPrize Performances 
September 27-28, various times, outside Eberhard Center near Blue Pedestrian Bridge 
November 1, at 1 p.m., Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Free and open to the public 
 
Bard to Go returns with an all-new production that follows William Shakespeare on an adventure to 
modern-day Hollywood, where movie studio producers work to convince him to update his plays for 
modern-day audiences. New this year, the all-student traveling production company will be performing 
multiple snippets from their full show during ArtPrize on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. To vote for 
Bard to Go during ArtPrize, use the voting code: 57604. 
 
William Shakespeare’s “The Comedy of Errors” 
September 26, October 2, 3, and 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
September 27, 28, October 5, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Tickets: $14 general admission, $12 alumni, faculty, staff and seniors, $6 students 
 
Two sets of identical twins, separated at birth, miraculously find themselves years later in the same 
town in the Wild West, setting off a hysterical adventure of mistaken identity. This is the basis of “The 
Comedy of Errors,” one of Shakespeare’s most daring plots. The production features guest actor Paul 
Riopelle from the Actors Equity Association. Pre-show discussions with production dramaturg and Grand 
Valley English professor Jo Miller will be held on September 26 and October 4 at 6:45 p.m. in the Van 
Solkema Recital Hall in the Performing Arts Center on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Shakespeare Festival Conference 
September 26, at 4 p.m. 
Pere Marquette Room, Kirkhof Center, Allendale Campus 
 
This year’s festival is partnering with Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Company to host the biannual Grand 
Valley Shakespeare Festival Conference, Shakespeare: Pedagogy and Performance. Registration is 
required for portions of the conference. Keynote speaker Tony Simotes, an accomplished director, actor, 
fight choreographer and artistic director of Shakespeare & Company, will present “Shakespeare’s 
Physical Text: Violence and Comedy for the Stage.” The keynote address is free and open to the public. 
There will be a reception preceding the keynote address at 3 p.m. 
 
“Macbeth” 
September 27, at 7:30 p.m. 
Loosemoore Auditorium, DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Tickets: $7 general admission, $5 students and alumni 
 
The Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Company takes the stage to perform its 2013 Wilde Award nominated 
rendition of “Macbeth.” 
 
Renaissance Faire and Greenshow 
September 27, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
September 28, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Cook Carillon Tower, Allendale Campus 
 
All ages are welcome to enjoy bagpipers, sword-fighting demonstrations, face painting, dancing, crafts 
and much more at this year’s Renaissance Faire. A free traveling festival Greenshow will also be 
performed at various times both days. 
 
For more information and a complete schedule of events, visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
 
For media interviews, contact Matthew Makowski at (616) 331-2221 or makowsma@gvsu.edu. 
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Mary Idema Pew Library receives GVSU’s first LEED Platinum certification 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information 
Commons has been awarded LEED® Platinum status by the U.S. Green Building Council — the highest of 
four possible levels of certification. 
 
As the first LEED Platinum library in Michigan, the facility demonstrates the university’s commitment to 
sustainable progress through innovative design and construction. 
 
Planned to be the intellectual heart of the Allendale Campus, the facility was completed and dedicated 
in 2013. LEED certification is based on several factors, including site sustainability, water efficiency, 
energy use, materials and resources, environmental quality and innovation in design. 
 
With more than 154,000 square feet of space, the Mary Idema Pew Library is more than double the size 
of the former James H. Zumberge Library and has triple the seating capacity. The library boasts multiple 
customizable spaces for both quiet studying and collaborative work, more than 700,000 books, one 
million e-books, an abundance of natural lighting, outdoor work spaces and a Knowledge Marketplace 
where students can find academic support services. 
 
The library incorporates a multitude of energy management and green practices beyond what are 
usually incorporated into a library building. These features include energy-efficient under-floor air 
distribution, super-efficient exterior walls, a heat recovery system to reduce heating demands, low-flow 
water fixtures that reduce water usage, a rainwater-fed irrigation system to eliminate use of potable 
water for landscaping and the usage of locally-manufactured materials in the production process, 
among many others. 
 
“The university embarked on a journey to improve its energy signature more than 10 years ago,” said 
James Moyer, associate vice president for Facilities Planning. “We concentrated on making the building 
more energy efficient from both a basic construction perspective and an operations perspective. We 
had to reduce the energy signature of the buildings, then operate the buildings as designed.” 
 
Moyer said for students, it means a lower operating cost for Grand Valley, which in turn helps the 
university manage tuition and other costs for students. He said it also provides a more comfortable and 
healthier environment for Grand Valley students, faculty and staff. 
 
Berkly-based SHW Group/STANTEC — a national firm with focus on higher education facilities — 
designed the Mary Idema Pew Library. In addition to SHW Group, the project team was comprised of 
mostly Grand Rapids-based businesses, including ARUP Laboratories; Pioneer Construction; Fishbeck, 
Thompson, Carr & Huber Inc.; and Pacific Northwest National Laboratories. 
 
LEED, which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, is an internationally recognized 
green building certification program developed in the U.S. Green Building Council that certifies 
environmentally sustainable construction projects.   
 
Grand Valley now owns and operates 18 LEED certified buildings and facilities. 
 
For more information, contact James Moyer at (616) 331-3843 or moyerj@gvsu.edu. 
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ArtPrize 2014 kicks off with GVSU Laker Marching Band, Dance Company and WGVU Nerd Walk 
 
GRAND RAPIDS Mich. — The Grand Valley State University Laker Marching Band, GVSU Dance Company 
and WGVU will kick-off ArtPrize 2014 on Wednesday, September 24, at 6:30 p.m. in Rosa Parks Circle, 
located in downtown Grand Rapids. 
 
Joined by President Thomas J. Haas and Louie the Laker, the festivities will begin with an evening of 
music, a flash mob performed by the GVSU Dance Company and an opening address by Christian Gaines, 
ArtPrize executive director. 
 
Following their Rosa Parks Circle performances, the marching band, dancers and WGVU/PBS Nerd Walk 
will proceed in cadence through downtown and across the Blue Pedestrian Bridge to the L.V. Eberhard 
Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
The WGVU/PBS Nerd Walk, new to ArtPrize this year, encourages participants to sport their horn-
rimmed glasses, grab their wands, tie their capes and march the streets of downtown Grand Rapids in a 
celebration of individuality. 
 
Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus is once again an ArtPrize venue — this year hosting two 
exhibits, one of which is a collaboration between Grand Valley and the University of Michigan. 
 
River Tattoo 
Crafted by Jim Cogswell, University of Michigan Stamps School of Art & Design professor, River Tattoo is 
an 85-foot piece celebrating the Grand River and the Blue Bridge crossing over it. It was crafted from 
thousands of pieces of adhesive vinyl applied directly to glass along the main floor of the Eberhard 
Center. The vinyl shapes are based on ink drawings of animal-like forms, collages made from adhesive 
shelf paper and digitally multiplied photographs of ordinary houseplants. To vote for River Tattoo, use 
the voting code: 56874. 
 
Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action! 
Grand Valley’s second exhibit features a collage of Shakespearean scenes based on universal themes 
such as love, magic and friendship. Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action! features six Grand Valley student 
actors who tour West Michigan secondary schools in the late fall each year as part of the Grand Valley 
Shakespeare Festival. This all-new production follows William Shakespeare on an adventure to modern-
day Hollywood where movie studio producers work to convince him to update his plays for modern-day 
audiences. Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action! will perform individual acts from their full play during 
select times on September 27 and 28 in front of the Eberhard Center. To vote for Bard to Go, use the 
voting code: 57604. 
 
  
Many Grand Valley faculty and students, both past and present, have a presence during ArtPrize as well. 
 
Animation Collaboration 
Animation Collaboration — an animated video celebrating children’s animation around the world — will 
be shown on the main level of the Urban Institute for Contemporary Art (UICA) gallery. The video 
features a compilation of animation work completed in various workshops by local high school students 
as well as international youth groups. The piece was created by Deanna Morse, Grand Valley emerita 
professor of film and video; Gretchen Vinnedge, Community Media Center (CMC) education director; 
Suzanne Zack, Grand Valley film and video professor; Maggie Annerino, Grand Valley media studies 
professor; Lynn McKeown, CMC education project coordinator, and a number of Grand Valley students. 
To vote for Animation Collaboration, use the voting code: 56390. 
 
Light Sculptures 
Created by Grand Valley alumni Paul Warfield, ’13, and Richelle Nuney, ’14, the works that comprise 
Light Sculptures use the surrounding environment, light and wood to alter the viewers’ perceptions of 
the surrounding space. Light Sculptures can be seen at Canal Street Park in Grand Rapids. To vote for 
Light Sculptures, use the voting code: 56401. 
 
Quilt Mountain 
Quilt Mountain is a collaborative participatory exhibition of textiles, performances and workshops 
presented by local artists, including Grand Valley alumna Kate Garman, ’13. The exhibit explores the 
traditions of quilting, macramé and needlework. Quilt Mountain can be visited at Have Company in 
Grand Rapids. To vote for Quilt Mountain, use the voting code: 56442. 
 
respirador (breather) 
SiTE:LAB @ The Morton becomes a living canvas in this original, site-specific work created by Amy 
Wilson, Dance in the Annex (DITA) artistic director and Grand Valley professor of dance. Visitors 
experience the work as if looking through windows into the past as artists can be seen performing 
through three planes of space within the venue. DITA is a Grand Rapids modern dance collective that 
received a top five ArtPrize nomination in the time-based category during ArtPrize 2013. To vote for 
respirador (breather), use the voting code: 57056. 
 
For more information, contact Matthew Makowski at (616) 331-2221 or visit www.artprize.org. 
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GVSU October Events: tip sheet 
 
Fall Arts Celebration 
Lecture 
Scott Simon, “Professional Journalism in a DIY Age” 
October 6, 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center 2nd floor, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Peabody Award winner and host of NPR’s “Weekend Edition Saturday” Scott Simon has reported from 
every continent — covering wars, political campaigns, sieges, famines, natural disasters, scandals, state 
funerals, and opening nights. During this event, Simon will explore the questions and challenges 
important to journalism, democracy and personal sanity in the practice and consumption of the news. 
 
 
Poetry 
“An Evening of Poetry and Conversation with Mark Doty & Dorianne Laux” 
October 16, 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center 2nd floor, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The author of eight books of poetry, Mark Doty is the only American poet to have won Great Britain’s 
T.S. Eliot Prize. His book of poetry “My Alexandria” (1993) received both the Los Angeles Times Book 
Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award. “Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems” was published 
in 2008. 
 
Dorianne Laux is the author of five books of poetry. Her most recent work is “The Book of Men.” Laux’s 
fourth book of poems, “Facts about the Moon,” was the recipient of the Oregon Book Award. Laux 
teaches poetry in the MFA program at North Carolina State University. 
 
 
Dance 
“Gallim Dance: Articulate Bodies, Visceral Language” 
October 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
In modern dance, improvisation has always been at the root of the choreographic process. Using a new 
dance language called GaGa, Gallim Dance, a New York City-based contemporary dance company, 
incorporates past and present movement invention practices, fueled by human emotion. Gallim’s 
mission is “to play inside the imagination, to find juxtapositions of the mind and body that resonate in 
the soul, to investigate our limitations and pleasures, and to realize the endless human capacity for 
inspiration.” 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival 
William Shakespeare’s “The Comedy of Errors” 
October 2, 3, and 4, 7:30 p.m. 
October 5 matinee performance, 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Tickets: $14 general admission, $12 alumni, faculty, staff and seniors, $6 students 
Written by William Shakespeare 
Directed by Roger Ellis 
 
Two sets of identical twins, separated at birth, miraculously find themselves years later in the same 
town in the Wild West, setting off a hysterical adventure of mistaken identity. This is the basis of “The 
Comedy of Errors,” one of Shakespeare’s most daring plots. The production features guest actor Paul 
Riopelle from the Actors Equity Association. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
 
 
Grand Valley Writers Series 
Monica McFawn Robinson 
Tuesday, October 14, 6-8 p.m., Alumni House and Visitor Center Dining Room, Allendale Campus 
 
Monica McFawn Robinson has an MFA in poetry from Western Michigan University and currently 
teaches in the writing department at Grand Valley State University.  She has published fiction and poetry 
in Georgia Review, Gettysburg Review, Missouri Review, Conduit, and Exquisite Corpse among others. 
Her debut collection of stories, “Bright Shards of Someplace Else,” won the 2013 Flannery O’Connor 
Award for Short Fiction. 
 
For more information, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/I1. 
 
 
40th Annual Great Lakes History Conference 
October 10-11 
Richard M. DeVos Center and L.V. Eberhard Center 
Grand Valley State University Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
*Registration deadline is September 26 
 
The 40th Annual Great Lakes History Conference, held in conjunction with the Michigan Council for 
History Education, will focus on issues associated with the Holocaust, and the topic of genocide 
throughout history. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/history. 
 
  
Arts at Noon Concert Series 
*All of the Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center on Grand Valley’s 
Allendale Campus at noon. 
 
Wednesday, October 1 - Donald Sinta Quartet 
Formed in 2010, the Donald Sinta Quartet has quickly achieved international notoriety for its 
performances and championing of the very latest repertoire from emerging young composers. Named 
for legendary University of Michigan saxophone professor Donald Sinta, the group’s mentor, this 
saxophone quartet has distinguished itself on the competition circuit winning first prize in the Concert 
Artists Guild International Competition in New York City, the Alice Coleman Grand Prize at the 2013 
Coleman International Competition in Pasadena, California, and first prize at the North American 
Alliance Saxophone Quartet Competition in Arizona. 
 
Wednesday, October 15 - Cello Fest! 
The 2014 edition of Cello Fest!, hosted by GVSU Professor Pablo Mahave-Veglia, will feature 
international guest artists Joseph Johnson, principal cellist with the Toronto Symphony, and Ashley 
Bathgate, cellist with the New York-based Bang on a Can All-Stars. Joined by Grand Rapids Symphony 
Orchestra cellists Alicia Eppinga, Jeremy Crosmer, and others, these talented musicians will present 
works by Telemann and Barriere, as well as Cello Counterpoint by American minimalist master Steve 
Reich. 
 
 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
October 10 
7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Kevin Tutt conducts the Symphonic Wind Ensemble. Open to the public. Free admission. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
String Leadership Day 
October 11 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Concert Band 
October 14 
7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
John Martin conducts the Concert Band. Open to the public. Free admission. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Symphony Orchestra 
October 15 
7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Pablo Mahave-Veglia conducts the GVSU Symphony Orchestra. Open to the public. Free admission. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Free Play 31: Ashley Bathgate 
October 17 
7:30 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema, Performing Arts Center, room 1325, Allendale Campus 
A native of Saratoga Springs, New York, cellist Ashley Bathgate has gained international renown as both 
a soloist and chamber musician. The New York Times writes, “Ms. Bathgate’s rich tone, fluid dynamics 
and imaginative phrasing captured the magic.” Equally at home in both the concert hall and the rock 
club, Bathgate focuses on presenting concerts that draw from a wide range of musical genres. Her 
dedication to performing traditional music is equally matched by her passion to promote new music by 
today’s composers. She is a member of the award-winning, internationally acclaimed Bang on a Can All-
Stars, the Metropolis Ensemble and four chamber groups of which she is a founding member: TwoSense, 
Typical Music, Bonjour and the newly formed quintet, Samadhi. For more information, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Choral Concert 
October 20 
7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Cantate Chamber Ensemble and Select Women’s Ensemble conducted by Ellen Pool. University Singers 
conducted by Shirley Lemon. 
Open to the public. Free admission. 
For more information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
University Arts Chorale & Varsity Men 
October 21 
7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
University Arts Chorale conducted by Ellen Pool. Varsity Men conducted by Dr. Charles Norris. 
Open to the public. Free admission. 
For more information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Cantate Chamber Ensemble - ACDA Convention 
October 24 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Flint, Michigan 
The Cantate Chamber Ensemble, under the direction of Ellen Pool, will perform at the American Choral 
Directors Association Michigan Convention in Flint. 
For more information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Octubafest 
October 24, 26, 29, & 30 
7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Octubafest is a series of concerts celebrating the tuba and euphonium as solo instruments. Open to the 
public. Free admission. 
 
For more information call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
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MAREC incubator to lead West Michigan’s largest solar project 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — A business incubator at Grand Valley State University’s Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center will build the largest non-utility solar project in West Michigan at Agritek 
Industries, a manufacturing company in Holland. 
 
Chart House Energy, LLC, will build the 505 kilowatt project, which will include 3,740 thin-film solar 
frameless modules. It will provide one-third of Argitek’s total annual power usage. 
 
“This is yet another example of how MAREC offers an environment that helps companies move forward 
with development and commercialization of emerging energy technologies,” said T. Arnold (Arn) 
Boezaart, director of MAREC. 
 
Four years ago, Chart House Energy built the largest solar photovoltaic system in Michigan at Torresen 
Marine in Muskegon; the company became an incubator tenant at MAREC in 2013. 
 
Agritek and Chart House Energy are also working together to develop and implement a new tilting 
ground mount solar racking system, which will allow for quicker panel installations. 
 
“This installation method will increase power production by optimizing the angle of the panels 
throughout the year and reducing snow cover in winter months,” said Rob Rafson, founder of Chart 
House Energy. “A recent University of Wisconsin study indicated that tilt-able racking can increase solar 
power output performance by 15-20 percent.” 
 
The non-utility solar project at Agritek Industries will move ahead later this year or in early 2015, 
pending completion of final approvals and permits.  
 
For more information, contact Arn Boezaart at (616) 331-6901 or boezaara@gvsu.edu. 
 
About MAREC 
 
The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon is an economic development 
initiative of the City of Muskegon in partnership with Grand Valley State University and the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation. MAREC offers a range of technology oriented business start-up 
and incubation opportunities with emphasis on renewable energy innovation and efficiency. MAREC 
operates in partnership with the Michigan Small Business Development Center (SBDC) program. 
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Grand Valley Writers Series brings award-winning authors to GVSU 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. – The Grand Valley State University 2014-15 Writers Series gets underway this month 
with a line-up of local and international writers coming to the Allendale Campus. All events are open to 
the public with free admission. 
 
The Grand Valley Writers series has a long history of bringing distinguished and emerging writers to 
campus to read work, visit classes and interact with students across Grand Valley’s campus. Below is a 
full list of scheduled events: 
 
Lacy Johnson 
Thursday, September 18, 6-7:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Craft Talk – 4-5 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2215/16, Allendale Campus 
Lacy Johnson is a Houston-based artist, curator, teacher, activist, and author of “The Other Side” and 
“Trespasses: A Memoir.” Johnson teaches interdisciplinary art at the University of Houston in Texas. 
 
Monica McFawn Robinson 
Tuesday, October 14, 6-8 p.m., Alumni House, Allendale Campus 
Monica McFawn Robinson holds an MFA in Poetry from Western Michigan University and currently 
teaches in the writing department at Grand Valley. She has published fiction and poetry in Georgia 
Review, Gettysburg Review, Missouri Review, Conduit, Exquisite Corpse, among others. Her debut 
collection of stories, “Bright Shards of Someplace Else,” won the 2013 Flannery O’Connor Award for 
Short Fiction. 
 
Angie Cruz 
Monday, November 17, 7:30-8:45 p.m., Kirkhof Center room 2215/16, Allendale Campus 
Craft Talk – 3-4:15 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2215/16 
Angie Cruz is the author of two novels, “Soledad”, which she has adapted into a screenplay, and “Let It 
Rain Coffee,” which was a finalist in 2007 for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award. She has 
published short fiction and essays in Callaloo, The New York Times, Kweli, Phatitude, South Central 
Review, among others. Cruz is an assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh, and the editor of 
the activist literary journal, Aster(ix). 
 
Todd Kaneko and Beth Peterson 
Thursday, January 22, 6-7:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Todd Kaneko is the author of “The Dead Wrestler Elegies”. His poems have appeared in Bellingham 
Review, Los Angeles Review, Barrelhouse, The Normal School and The Collagist. Kaneko lives in Grand 
Rapids and teaches in the writing department at Grand Valley. 
 
Beth Peterson is a non-fiction writer and an assistant professor of writing at Grand Valley. Peterson has 
an MA from Wheaton College, an MFA from the University of Wyoming and a doctorate in creative 
writing and literature from the University of Missouri. A wilderness guide before she began writing, 
Peterson is just finishing her first book of lyric essays, which are set in a disappearing glacial landscape in 
Norway. 
 
Jamaal May and Tarfia Faizullah 
Monday, February 16, 7:30-8:45 p.m. University Club, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Craft Talk – 6-7 p.m., DeVos Center, room 203E, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Jamaal May is a poet and author of “Hum,” which received the 2012 Beatrice Hawley Award from Alice 
James Books, the American Library Association’s Notable Book Award, and an NAACP Image Award 
nomination. Originally from Detroit, May mentors young writers, teaches in the Vermont College of Fine 
Arts MFA program and co-directs the Organic Weapon Arts Chapbook and Video Series with poet Tarfia 
Faizullah. He has been named a 2014-2016 Kenyon Review Fellow. 
 
Tarfia Faizullah is the Pushcart Prize winning author of “Seam.” Her poems appear in American Poetry 
Review, Oxford American, jubilat, New England Review, and anthologized in Poems of Devotion, Excuse 
This Poem: 100 Poems for the Next Generation, The Book of Scented Things and Best New Poets 2014. 
Honors include scholarships and fellowships from Kundiman, the Fulbright Foundation, Bread Loaf, 
Sewanee, Kenyon Review Writers Workshop and Vermont Studio Center. She is the Nicholas Delbanco 
Visiting Professor of Creative Writing in Poetry at the University of Michigan Helen Zell Writers’ Program 
and co-directs the Organic Weapon Arts Chapbook Press & Video Series with May. 
 
Samuel Park 
Thursday, March 12, 6-7:30 p.m. Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Craft Talk: 4-5:15 p.m., Mary Idema Pew Library Multipurpose Room, Allendale Campus 
Samuel Park is the author of “This Burns My Heart,” chosen as Best Book of the Year by Kirkus Reviews, 
Amazon, NPR.org, and BookPage. Foreign editions include Germany, Norway, China and South Korea. He 
is also the author of “Shakespeare’s Sonnets,” adapted into a short film that he wrote and directed. His 
scholarly articles and reviews have appeared in the journals Shakespeare Bulletin, Theatre Journal and 
Black Camera. He is an associate professor of English and creative writing at Columbia College Chicago. 
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Grand Valley students to remember 9/11 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A group of Grand Valley State University students are organizing a daylong 
memorial to remember victims of 9/11.  
 
Between 7-8 a.m. on September 11, students will put 2,977 mini American flags — one for each person 
who died in the attacks — in the ground on the lawn on the east side of the Kirkhof Center on the 
Allendale Campus, and on the courtyard lawn at the DeVos Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
From 8:40-9 a.m. at the Cook Carillon Tower on the Allendale Campus, university carillonneur Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard will play songs, including “America the Beautiful.” At 8:46 a.m., the time of the first 
attack on the World Trade Center, she will stop playing for two minutes of silence.  
 
The event is organized by Grand Valley’s Student Senate and College Republicans student organization. 
 
For more information, contact Tyler Ziola of the Student Senate at (989) 413-4324 or 
ziolat@mail.gvsu.edu. 
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Grand Valley State joins Chevrolet to go green, combat carbon emissions 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University is participating in a Chevrolet program to increase 
clean energy efforts and decrease carbon emissions. 
 
As part of Chevrolet’s Campus Clean Energy Efficiency Campaign, Grand Valley commits to continue its 
efforts to reduce carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere. Grand Valley’s carbon reductions will be 
certified as voluntary carbon credits and Chevrolet will pay the university for its reductions and 
permanently retire them to benefit the climate. The program enables the university to receive funding 
for reducing the campus’ carbon footprint through energy efficiency improvements. 
 
Terry Pahl, facilities engineer at Grand Valley, applied for the program and said using energy-efficient 
practices is part of the campus culture. To qualify for funding, Grand Valley had to demonstrate that its 
energy-based greenhouse gas reductions on a campus-wide basis surpassed the performance of the top 
15 percent of campuses in the nation. 
 
“A university is both chosen and evaluated based on either individual LEED certified buildings or a 
campus-wide energy efficiency performance,” said Pahl. “Grand Valley opted for the campus-wide 
performance program and is the only university in Michigan that has been chosen for Chevrolet’s 
program. The millions of dollars we save from energy efficiency improvements and the funds we’ll 
receive from Chevrolet allow us to reinvest in the university and our students.” 
 
During the last 15 years, Grand Valley has implemented more than 250 energy-saving projects and 
procedures. By the end of this calendar year, Grand Valley will be avoiding energy costs of at least $2 
million annually through the use of energy-efficient practices, procedures and technology. Examples 
include various lighting projects, temperature setpoints and setbacks, building system infrastructure and 
energy education. 
 
In addition, $1.5 million in energy costs have been avoided by one-time, energy-saving projects. 
Examples include hosting energy contests in living centers and closing down housing units when 
unoccupied in the summer. Pahl said in fiscal year 2014, compared to 2003, Grand Valley decreased use 
of water by 39 percent, gas by 29 percent and electricity by 29 percent. 
 
“It’s tremendous to see such a relentless push toward energy efficiency at Grand Valley,” said David 
Tulauskas, director of sustainability at General Motors. “Although Michigan has many universities 
committed to sustainability leadership, Grand Valley State’s energy efficiency performance ranks among 
the best in the nation. It’s a ‘home-state’ campus that Chevrolet is proud to support.” 
 
Pahl will present more about the project at Sustainability Spotlight, September 16, from 6-9 p.m. at 
the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information Commons on the Allendale Campus. He will join 
others from Grand Valley who will share their sustainability-related work with the campus community. 
 
Grand Valley has received national recognition for its sustainability efforts. For the second year, Grand 
Valley became the only university in the state and one of 61 in the country to receive gold status after 
completing a sustainability program developed by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education, and the Sierra Club ranked the university one of the country’s greenest universities 
for the third year. Grand Valley has been named one of the country’s most environmentally responsible 
colleges by the Princeton Review for five years in a row. 
 
The Campus Clean Energy Efficiency Campaign, which began in 2013, uses a methodology that Chevrolet 
helped create that provides funding to purchase and retire carbon reductions sourced from clean energy 
efficiency projects on college and university campuses across the U.S. It contributes toward Chevorlet’s 
voluntary carbon-reduction initiative to retire up to eight million tons of carbon dioxide in certified 
carbon projects across the country. The campus campaign is in collaboration with the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) and the U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC). 
 
For more information, contact Terry Pahl at (616) 331-2694 or pahlt@gvsu.edu. 
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Grand Valley celebrates naming of Koeze Business Ethics Initiative 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A reception to celebrate the newly named Koeze Business Ethics Initiative 
(KBEI) in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University will be held September 8 at 
the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Members of the Koeze family are longtime supporters of the university. 
 
Generous support from Ruth Koeze helped establish the initiative and generous support from Jeff and 
Kate Koeze will benefit the operation of the initiative. Jeff also serves on the advisory board for KBEI. 
 
 “The Koeze family is one of our founding families and has long been a part of Grand Valley’s success,” 
said President Thomas J. Haas. “The pursuit of understanding ethical practices is vital for our students 
today, and has always been a critical part the liberal education tradition here at Grand Valley. We are 
grateful to Ruth, Jeff and Kate for leading this initiative into the future.” 
 
The KBEI’s mission is to be a leading resource for business persons, students and faculty who seek to 
understand the relationship between business, the common good, and a life well lived. 
 
Michael DeWilde, director of KBEI, said: “Jeff Koeze has played a major role in helping Seidman highlight 
the importance of ethics for the community and for students. In the late 1990s he worked with 
management professor Barry Castro in establishing a series of roundtable discussions that brought 
together business owners and professionals on questions concerning values and ethics in West Michigan 
businesses. He continued his involvement when I took over in 2008 and has been an invaluable friend 
and colleague as we have discussed the expansion of those conversations into what is now the Koeze 
Business Ethics Initiative.” 
 
DeWilde said support from the Koeze family makes it possible to pursue additional projects, including a 
collaboration with several scholars at the Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan on the 
nature and sustainability of social capital, research on how behavioral ethics can be taught, and how 
business considerations intersect with end-of-life ethics. 
 
Celebration of Koeze Business Ethics Initiative 
September 8 
5-6:30 p.m. 
Meijer Regency Room, DeVos Center 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The Koeze Business Ethics Initiative is available to all students and faculty, offering resources for the 
study of ethics in various disciplines and professions. 
 
For more about the Koeze Business Ethics Initiative, visit www.gvsu.edu/business/ethics. 
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GVSU nursing professor brings in senior citizen experts to class 
 
Heather Renter, assistant professor of nursing at Grand Valley State University, often uses that question 
to spring discussion in her Healthy Aging class. 
 
“They immediately say cancer or Alzheimer’s disease,” Renter said. 
 
She will then ask her class of 20-somethings to consider what their environment will look like when they 
turn 80. “I ask them to consider what changes there might be to chronic disease, what cures might be 
found,” she said. 
 
Renter teaches courses at the Traverse City Regional Center and in Grand Rapids at the Cook-DeVos 
Center for Health Sciences. Most of her students are nursing majors but Healthy Aging is a theme course 
and students can choose it as a general elective. 
 
Renter said she enjoys teaching that course. “It has a very broad focus on health and aging,” she said. 
 
She brings in senior citizens, the experts, to class to serve on panels, answering candid questions about 
their health and life after 60. 
 
“It helps break down stereotypes students may have about elderly and older people,” Renter said. “For 
nursing students or students in health professions, listening to the seniors helps open their minds up to 
think about aging.” 
 
Wallace Renter joined Grand Valley’s faculty three years ago. Her background is in public health and 
gerontology. Renter earned a doctorate in gerontology from the University of Kentucky, where she 
served a fellowship with the National Cancer Institute to study rural, older persons with head and neck 
cancers. 
 
For more information about enrolling in Grand Valley courses in Traverse City, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/traverse, or call (231) 995-1785. Contact Heather Wallace Renter at wallaceh@gvsu.edu. 
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Grand Valley named a top Midwest university 
Engineering program recognized 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been ranked 3rd in the “Top Public Regional 
Universities in the Midwest” category by U.S. News & World Report. 
 
For its prestigious annual Best Colleges 2015 publication, Grand Valley also ranked 47th for “Best in 
Undergraduate Engineering” programs and 26th for “Best Regional University” in the Midwest. 
 
The U.S. News rankings are based on several key measures of quality including peer assessment, 
graduation and retention rates, faculty resources, student selectivity, financial resources and alumni 
giving. Data was collected from each institution that included several indicators of academic excellence. 
 
For more information on how Grand Valley continues to excel in the areas of graduation rates, alumni 
working in Michigan and keeping down the cost of a college degree, view the university’s accountability 
report at www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 86 undergraduate and 33 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from regional centers in Muskegon, Traverse City 
and Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
 
For more information visit www.usnews.com. 
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GVSU Fall Arts Celebration kicks off with Sousa’s lost operettas 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The 2014 Fall Arts Celebration at Grand Valley State University kicks off September 
15 with “Pioneers of American Musical Theatre: Music from the Lost Operettas of John Philip Sousa.” 
 
Grand Valley faculty members and students will present selections from two operettas from the pen of 
“The March King” that had been lost to modern audiences: The Charlatan and The Bride Elect. 
 
John Philip Sousa, a composer and conductor of the late Romantic era, was known primarily for 
American military and patriotic marches. He worked as a theater musician and conducted the U.S. 
Marine Band before starting his own civilian band in 1892. Sousa toured with his band for 40 years, 
composing 136 marches, 15 operettas and 70 songs. He wrote The Stars and Stripes Forever in 1896. 
 
In one of the great misfortunes of American theater, Sousa’s operettas have been mostly lost to fire and 
neglect. It is often overlooked that Sousa’s appointment to conduct the U.S. Marine Band was directly 
tied to his success in operetta. 
 
“These performances will provide a fascinating glimpse into a forgotten era of American music,” said 
Danny Phipps, chair of Music and Dance. “Full of spirited march melodies and an unmistakable aura of 
optimism, this is music to be dusted off and treasured once again.” 
 
Pioneers of American Musical Theatre: Music from the Lost Operettas of John Philip Sousa 
September 15, 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center 
Allendale Campus 
Free and open to the public 
 
Since its start in 2003, Fall Arts Celebration has featured some of the preeminent writers, poets, 
musicians, dancers, artists and scholars of today. The tradition continues in 2014 with six signature 
events that aim to broaden horizons, help make sense of the new and unfamiliar, reflect on the past and 
charm with the classics. 
 
All Fall Arts Celebration events are open to the public with free admission. Seating is limited. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call (616) 331-2185. 
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MEDIA-Johnson Center at GVSU to host Strategic Leadership Series 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Nationally recognized leaders in the nonprofit and philanthropy fields will host 
a series of presentations from October 2014 through March 2015 as part of the Strategic Leadership 
Series hosted by the Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The goal of the Strategic Leadership Series is to engage nonprofit professionals, the Grand Valley 
community and the larger philanthropy community. Organizers hope that the shared experience of each 
of the workshops in the series will infuse the region with fresh thinking on the power and potential of 
nonprofits to do good. 
 
Four sessions are currently planned: 
 
Oct. 1, 2014: Sustainable Organizational Culture with Dennis McMillan 
Nov. 5, 2014: Culture of Philanthropy with Marla Cornelius 
Feb. 18, 2015: Culture in the Board Room with David Renz 
March 25, 2015: Your Role in Driving Organizational Culture with Gloria Johnson-Cusack 
 
The series is presented with support from partner Dickinson Wright. 
 
Details on locations of each event can be found online at 
http://johnsoncenter.org/events/strategicleadershipseries/. Tickets for each workshop are $10, a ticket 
for all four workshops is $30. 
 
For more information, visit johnsoncenter.org. 
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GVSU and Grand Rapids mayor George Heartwell to proclaim 2015 the Year of Interfaith Service 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A unique partnership led by Grand Valley State University’s Sylvia and Richard 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute will work with various community organizations, student groups and 
congregations to promote a year-long initiative of interfaith service. 
 
During a press conference September 11, Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell, along with members 
of participating organizations, will proclaim 2015 as the Year of Interfaith Service. 
 
2015 Year of Interfaith Service Press Conference 
Thursday, September 11, 12 p.m. 
Catholic Information Center 
360 Division Ave S #2a (2nd floor, room D/E) 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Parking: free lot and parking garage available on Wealthy St. behind Cathedral Square main building. 
 
The goal of the 2015 Year of Interfaith Service is to reach beyond discussion and education of religious 
customs and serve alongside those from various traditions to promote the common good. 
 
“While our diverse religious and non-religious identities hold many qualities that make us unique, we 
also all value community service and helping others,” said Katie Gordon, Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
program manager. “We want 2015 to show that religion can be used as a force for good in our 
communities and hopefully around the world.” 
 
During the 2015 Year of Interfaith Service, various congregations around West Michigan will participate 
in community service activities, including interfaith builds with Habitat for Humanity, volunteering at 
homeless shelters in the Grand Rapids Heartside district, donation drives for Goodwill Industries of West 
Michigan, park maintenance and cleanup with Friends of Grand Rapids Parks, and much more. 
 
Speakers for the event will include: 
 
Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell, 2015 Year of Interfaith Service Proclamation 
Mark Ogland-Hand, Faith Relations Director, Habitat for Humanity of Kent County 
Stuart Ray, Executive Director, Guiding Light Mission 
Very Rev. John J. Geaney, CSP, Rector/Pastor of Cathedral of Saint Andrew & Director of Catholic 
Information Center 
Fred Keller, CEO, Cascade Engineering 
Mohib Azeem, GVSU ’16, President of Muslim Student Association 
Maddie Reeves, Catholic Central High School ‘15 
 
For more information about how to get involved with the 2015 Year of Interfaith Service, email 
interfaith@gvsu.edu. 
About the Sylvia and Richard Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
West Michigan has a rich history of engagement in interfaith dialogue, largely because of the 
organizations Sylvia Kaufman, a respected community leader, has founded. Sylvia initiated the first 
community dialogue on interfaith issues through the former West Shore Committee for Jewish/Christian 
Dialogue in 1989. Since that time, hundreds of premier scholars, clergy, citizens, and students from the 
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faiths have come together every three years for a conference, now known 
as the Triennial Interfaith Dialogue. In 2001, Sylvia brought together a group of six academic institutions 
and formed the West Michigan Academic Consortium. Each year, the consortium plans a program with a 
single speaker, which provides continuity between the triennial Dialogues. In honor of Sylvia Kaufman’s 
20-plus years of dedication to promoting understanding among faiths, the Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
was created at Grand Valley State University in the summer of 2007. Grand Valley is providing leadership 
and administrative services for the institute. As of 2011, the West Michigan Academic Consortium 
consists of nine colleges and universities. 
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Grand Valley Psychology Department launches new School Psychology graduate program 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. – Grand Valley State University’s Psychology department is launching a new graduate 
program to help fill a growing need for school psychologists with an open house on September 24 from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Alumni House and Visitor Center on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Amy Matthews, professor of psychology at Grand Valley, said school psychology has been listed as a 
critical shortage area by the Michigan Department of Education for a number of years. 
 
Upon completion of the three-year program, students will earn a master’s of science degree, a specialist 
in school psychology degree (Psy.S.) and become eligible to apply for licensure as a school psychologist. 
 
“The school psychology program at Grand Valley will graduate leaders and innovators who work 
collaboratively with school-based teams to lead advancements in education around the state and the 
country,” said Amy Campbell, school psychology program director and associate professor of 
psychology. 
 
Matthews said because many school psychology positions are available in Michigan, the department 
anticipates many of the program’s graduates will find jobs that make a difference in schools and the 
communities they serve. 
 
While Grand Valley’s school psychology program is one of five other similar training programs in 
Michigan, it is the only one that plans to provide students with coursework and experiences that will 
prepare them for Board Certified Behavior Analyst certification. Areas of study in the program include 
systems-wide prevention, problem solving, collaboration and consultation, data-based decision making, 
as well as direct teaching experience with an emphasis on evidence-based practices. 
  
School psychologists collaborate with teachers, school administrators and other school professionals to 
conduct evaluations and design intervention plans for students who struggle with a range of academic 
and behavior issues. Their primary responsibilities generally include developing students’ problem-
solving skills, evaluating special education eligibility as part of multidisciplinary teams, designing and 
implementing progress monitoring systems and fostering individualized instruction strategies. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/grad/schoolpsy. 
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Regional Math and Science Center celebrates 25th anniversary 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. – To celebrate 25 years of service to K-12 schools and the science and mathematics 
communities, Grand Valley State University’s Regional Math and Science Center will hold an open house 
September 23, from 3-6 p.m. in Mackinac Hall, suite C-1-120 on the Allendale Campus. 
 
“The Regional Math and Science Center has strived to create a legacy of providing quality programs and 
services, focused on science and mathematics teaching and learning for both teachers and students,” 
said Karen Meyers, Regional Math and Science Center director. 
 
Although the Regional Math and Science Center was created during the 1990-91 academic year, Grand 
Valley’s science and mathematics division has existed since 1980. 
 
Mary Ann Sheline, grant coordinator and former director of the Regional Math and Science Center, said 
at the time, teachers connected to their favorite professor or department to arrange for student visits 
and campus tours. In 1983, the science and mathematics division attempted to bring more organization 
to their efforts. 
 
At the same time, Michigan became one of only two states to hold a Science Olympiad competition. 
Grand Valley capitalized on this new event by creating the Region 12 Science Olympiad Tournament as a 
way to bring the competing students to the university for a fun and educational experience. 
 
The success of the Science Olympiad led to the creation of the Science and Math Update Seminar — a 
regional professional development conference for science and mathematics teachers — and the 
Coalition for Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education. The coalition coordinated the efforts of 
science and mathematics educators and worked to connect the K-16 community to businesses and 
formal science groups, such as museums and zoos among others. 
 
With Grand Valley’s strong commitment to outreach activities in science and mathematics, and 
professors who gave their time and expertise to interact with K-12 students and teachers, the Grand 
Valley Science and Math Center was established in the 1990-91 academic year. 
 
Around the same time, the State of Michigan began to fund regional mathematics and science centers 
to promote high quality science and mathematics instruction through leadership, professional 
development, student programs, curriculum development and resource development. In 1988, 20 
centers had been established and funded by the Michigan State Legislature, but there were no centers 
servicing West Michigan. In 1994, funding was provided for a center at Grand Valley. It was then decided 
to merge the efforts of the Coalition for Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education and the Grand 
Valley Science and Math Center into the current Regional Math and Science Center. 
 
The center continues to host the annual Science Olympiad Tournament and Science Update Seminar in 
addition to many new programs, such as Super Science Saturday, G3 Camp for grandparents and 
grandkids, and PRIME Mathematics. 
 
“As we interface with other science and mathematics education organizations, both in our region and 
our state, we see the impact of the work that we have done,” said Meyers. “We see teachers who we 
have worked with in leadership roles in professional organizations, we have Science Olympiad students 
applying for scholarships, and we have parents tell us we have lit a spark of interest in science that grew 
into a passion for science, mathematics, statistics and more.” 
 
For more information about the Regional Math and Science Center, visit www.gvsu.edu/rmsc. 
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MEDIA-VoiceGR kicks off second year of gathering community data 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Researchers at Grand Valley State University’s Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
are starting the second year of a city-wide effort to capture the voices of a large sample of greater 
Grand Rapids residents as part of VoiceGR, a project to gather baseline research about the needs and 
wants of community members. 
 
VoiceGR kicked off September 15 and is designed to gather input on various aspects of life in the greater 
Grand Rapids area, including health care, education, employment status, racial equality, the economy 
and more. Researchers hope to use the data to help nonprofits and philanthropic organizations in West 
Michigan use their resources more effectively. 
 
VoiceGR evolved from the Greater Grand Rapids Community Survey, which the Johnson Center has 
conducted since the early 2000s. VoiceGR hopes to solicit a larger sample of participants so that 
organizations using the data can better understand the population down to the neighborhood level 
rather than looking at greater Grand Rapids as a whole. The Community Research Institute will prepare 
briefs for each participating organization and release results early next year. 
 
Organizations like the Literacy Center of West Michigan use the information to develop plans for 
programming. 
 
“The Community Literacy Initiative values community input, and VoiceGR really is the best avenue for 
gathering a wide range of voices on many topics,” said Lindsay McHolme, director of the Community 
Literacy Initiative. “We’re looking forward to learning more about literacy practices in our community 
through the survey, and then using that information to advocate for and make decisions around literacy 
programming.” 
 
The survey will be done online at VoiceGR.org. Researchers have partnered with community-based 
organizations to provide free, easy access to community members who may not have a computer or 
Internet connection at home. The Community Research Institute is partnering with the Grand Rapids 
Community Foundation to expand the initiative. 
 
“This survey is a way for greater Grand Rapids residents to have their voice heard. We hope to use the 
survey to engage community members in local government and nonprofit decision making,” said Jodi 
Petersen, senior researcher at the Johnson Center. “We are also partnering with LINC Community 
Revitalization this year to complete door-to-door surveys in addition to the online survey. This will allow 
us to make comparisons between neighborhoods on the status, perceptions, and priorities of residents 
and really localize the data for decision makers.” 
 
Organizers of VoiceGR are working with large area employers to encourage them to ask employees to 
take about 20 minutes to fill out the complete survey. Several gift cards to local businesses will be 
raffled off to respondents as an incentive for taking part in the survey. 
 
For more information, visit VoiceGR.org 
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Information sessions set for GVSU accelerated degree program 
-- Cohort will begin in winter semester in Holland 
 
HOLLAND, Mich. — Registration is underway for Grand Valley State University’s first accelerated degree 
program offered at the Meijer Campus in Holland. 
 
The Liberal Studies Leadership Program will begin its first cohort in the winter 2015 semester. Qualified 
students will take one five-week class at a time, with most finishing their degree in 19 months. Students 
who will best qualify will have earned about 72 credits, are at least 24 years old with two or more years 
of work experience, and are highly motivated. 
 
Upcoming information sessions, in-person and online, are set for: 
• Tuesday, September 23, 6-7:30 p.m., at the Meijer Campus, 515 S. Waverly Road in Holland 
• (online chat only) October 7 and October 9, 6-7 p.m., www.gvsu.edu/holland. 
 
Simone Jonaitis, executive director of the Center for Adult and Continuing Studies, said the program 
meets the needs of working adults and their employers. 
 
“People with strong theoretical knowledge and practical experience in leadership are needed in today’s 
workforce,” Jonaitis said. “This program will focus on helping students develop the skills needed to 
advance in jobs or pursue new careers.” 
 
A cohort began at the Grand Rapids Pew Campus this fall. To learn more about the program, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lead19 or call (616) 394-4848. 
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Documentary examines how local immigrants connect to home countries with technology 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A new documentary focusing on immigrant communities in Grand Rapids and 
how they use media and communication technologies to stay connected with their heritage countries 
will premiere October 13, at 6 p.m. in the L. William Seidman Center on Grand Valley State University’s 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
“From Somewhere Else: Transnational Communities and Media” features interviews with individuals 
from many international communities, including Africa, India, China and Latin America, who live and 
work in West Michigan. Vandana Pednekar-Magal, one of the film’s producers and professor of 
journalism at Grand Valley, said the documentary aims to showcase how these communities use media 
technologies to maintain their transnational identities. 
 
“The participants in the documentary talk about what it means to be from somewhere else in America 
and the significance of staying connected with what they left behind as they make a life in the country of 
arrival,” said Pednekar-Magal. “I believe the interviews are rich and insightful and offer a view into the 
lives of a range of immigrant communities in the city of Grand Rapids.” 
 
Pednekar-Magal hopes this documentary will make the subject of global communication more 
interesting and tangible to students, while also creating an educational tool that can benefit those who 
teach in areas related to media, culture and society. 
 
The film’s screening will be followed by an open discussion with Pednekar-Magal and Keith Oppenheim, 
a former Grand Valley faculty member and co-producer of “From Somewhere Else,” as well as a 
reception. The screening is free and open to the public. 
 
“From Somewhere Else: Transnational Communities and Media” Screening 
Monday, October 13, 6 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center, Room 1008 B 
50 Front St., Grand Rapids 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
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GVSU receives diversity award from publication 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s commitment to creating a diverse and inclusive 
campus was recognized today by the country’s oldest and largest diversity-focused publication for 
higher education. 
 
Grand Valley was among 83 recipients of the 2014 Higher Education Excellence in Diversity award from 
Insight Into Diversity. Award recipients are selected based on an institution’s diversity and inclusion 
initiatives, and ability to embrace a broad definition of diversity on campus. 
 
Dwight Hamilton, associate vice president for Affirmative Action, said it’s an honor to receive a HEED 
award, and it validates the university’s commitment to inclusion and the hard work of the campus 
community. 
 
“This award belongs to the many collaborative partners who have worked to advance inclusion and 
equity at Grand Valley and provides a fitting capstone to Dr. Jeanne Arnold’s groundbreaking work in 
establishing the Division of Inclusion and Equity,” Hamilton said. 
 
He noted the award serves as motivation to further engage campus and community partners in efforts 
to enhance inclusion on campus. “By striving to provide a rich, inclusive learning and working 
environment, Grand Valley enriches the quality of education for all students,” Hamilton said. 
 
All HEED award winners will be highlighted in the magazine’s November issue. 
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GVSU project will document urban Native American history 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A project led by a Grand Valley State University group aims to create the first 
archival collection of urban Native American experiences in West Michigan. 
 
“Gi-gikinomaage-min: Defend Our History, Unlock Your Spirit” is led by the Grand Valley Native 
American Advisory Board and is funded in part by a planning grant from the Michigan Humanities 
Council, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
 
Melanie Shell-Weiss, director of the Kutsche Office of Local History at Grand Valley, said the project 
comes from interest in how the Urban Relocation Program of the 20th century impacted generations of 
Native Americans. The program created one of the largest movements of Native Americans in U.S. 
history and remains largely undocumented and unexplored. 
 
“The Native experience in Grand Rapids and West Michigan is part of a much bigger story about one of 
the largest forced movements of people in the world,” said Shell-Weiss. “It’s a story most people don’t 
know about, so it’s difficult for educators and community members to learn about it. Our goal with this 
project is to preserve and share history.” 
 
The project will kick off with a community history harvest on Thursday, November 13, 6-8 p.m. at the 
Nattawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi Northern Health Center, 311 State St., Grand Rapids; 
refreshments will be provided. Individuals who want to share their family’s stories are encouraged to 
bring photos, letters and other two-dimensional materials. 
 
Kristie Scanlon, assistant director for the Office of Multicultural Affairs at Grand Valley, said the overall 
goal of the project is to digitally record 50-60 stories. Grand Valley’s Special Collections and Archives 
office will collect the information and it will be shared online. “Storytelling is a Native American 
tradition. Stories are passed down from generation to generation, and we’d like to help with that 
through this project,” Scanlon said. 
 
Shell-Weiss said the current grant will be used to frame the project, identify individuals willing to share 
their stories and survey existing resources in West Michigan. The project team will apply for a larger 
grant to fund the rest of the three-to-five-year project. 
 
For more information, call the Kutsche Office at (616) 331-8099 or the Office of Multicultural Affairs at 
(616) 331-2217. 
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Grand Valley art collection expands in new Fall Arts Celebration exhibit 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Thirty-five works of art are joining the Grand Valley State University collection as 
part of this year’s Fall Arts Celebration. The “Shared Passion: A Gift of the Stuart & Barbara Padnos 
Foundation Collection” exhibit is being showcased in the Art Gallery of the Performing Arts Center 
through October 31 on the Allendale Campus.  
 
Throughout their marriage, businessman and philanthropist, Stuart Padnos, and his wife, Barbara, 
accumulated a significant collection of art — ranging from sculptures and paintings to works on paper. 
 
“The collection served as an overview of both European and American art of the twentieth century and 
as a legacy to the couple’s evolving artistic, aesthetic and wide range of interests,” said Henry 
Matthews, director of Galleries and Collections at Grand Valley. “The couple’s shared passion for 
collecting artwork joined notable international names such as Marc Chagall, Raoul Dufy, Joan Miro, and 
Paul Emile Pissarro with American regionalist artists Thomas Hart Benton, Childe Hassam, Grandma 
Moses and Mathias Alten.” 
 
The Stuart and Barbara Padnos Foundation donated a significant portion of the couple’s art collection to 
Grand Valley in 2013. Previously, in memory of his wife’s adventurous and diverse spirit, Stuart Padnos 
established the Barbara H. Padnos International Scholarship for Grand Valley students. In 2005, Stuart 
established the Stuart and Barbara Padnos Chair in Art and Design to promote the teaching of art at 
Grand Valley, and the exhibition space in the Calder Art Center was named to honor the couple’s 
generosity and commitment to the arts. 
 
After the conclusion of the exhibition, all works will be distributed throughout Zumberge Hall on the 
Allendale Campus for public display with several of the sculptures being permanently exhibited on the 
building’s grounds. 
 
“We are very grateful to the Padnos family for choosing Grand Valley as a worthy final depository and 
guardian of this distinguished collection of art work,” said Matthews. “Specifically, we wish to thank 
both Doug and Jeff Padnos, who have worked directly with the university with regard to all aspects of 
this gift.” 
 
Matthews also said this gift was made, in part, because these works of art will be made readily 
accessible to students, faculty, staff and the general public, and because of the university’s commitment 
to ensuring that future generations at Grand Valley will continue to have the pleasure of enjoying and 
studying these works of art. 
 
Grand Valley’s entire art collection currently stands at more than 12,000 pieces spread throughout 
seven campuses and are exhibited in the public areas of more than 120 buildings. 
 
Opening Reception 
Tuesday, September 30, 5-7 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
*Exhibit open through October 31, 2014 
 
Art Gallery Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
 
Admission 
Free and open to the public 
 
Since its start in 2003, Fall Arts Celebration has featured some of the preeminent writers, poets, 
musicians, dancers, artists and scholars of today. The tradition continues in 2014 with six signature 
events that aim to broaden horizons, help make sense of the new and unfamiliar, reflect on the past and 
charm with the classics. 
 
All Fall Arts Celebration events are open to the public with free admission. For more information, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call (616) 331-2185. 
 
For more information about the “Shared Passions” exhibit, visit sharedpassion.gvsuartgallery.org. 
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MEDC president to speak at GVSU 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The head of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) is the 
guest speaker for the Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture, sponsored by the Seidman College of Business 
at Grand Valley State University. 
 
Michael Finney, president and CEO of MEDC, will give a presentation, “When Michigan Means Business,” 
September 18, at the L. William Seidman Center in Grand Rapids. 
 
MEDC is a public-private partnership serving as the state’s lead agency for business and job growth, 
talent enhancement, tourism marketing, arts and cultural grants and overall economic growth. Finney’s 
responsibilities at MEDC also include serving as Gov. Rick Snyder’s Economic Growth Group executive 
and as president and chairman of the Michigan Strategic Fund. 
 
Prior to his position at MEDC, Finney served as president and CEO of Ann Arbor SPARK, a public-private 
partnership whose mission is to advance innovation-based economic development in the greater Ann 
Arbor region. He also served as president and CEO of Greater Rochester Enterprise in Rochester, New 
York; vice president of Emerging Business Sectors at MEDC; and senior vice president and general 
manager at Thomson Saginaw. 
 
Michael Finney: When Michigan Means Business 
Thursday, September 18 
7:30 a.m. breakfast 
8 a.m. presentation 
L. William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave. SW 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100. 
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MEDIA-Johnson Center launches online clearinghouse of philanthropy education 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University is 
launching a free national online clearinghouse of information about philanthropy that’s designed to 
accelerate learning among newcomers to the field and change how learning happens in the field of 
philanthropy. 
 
The site, LearnPhilanthropy.org, will provide on-demand education about a wide range of topics in the 
field of philanthropy, from funding models to annual board to-do lists and much more. 
 
The Johnson Center built the site around the concept that learning curves shouldn’t get in the way of 
smart philanthropy, and that the site should serve as a marketplace of knowledge and tools for 
grantmakers who are new to the field. 
 
Main sections of the site include the Philanthropy Ecosystem, Knowledge Library, and learning briefs, 
each with several subsections and an easy-to-use search feature so users can easily find topics of 
interest that they want to learn about. 
 
For more information, visit LearnPhilanthropy.org or johnsoncenter.org. 
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GVSU Shakespeare Festival Conference examines violence and comedy for the stage 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, Michigan’s oldest continuous-running 
Shakespeare Festival, in conjunction with the Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Company, is hosting its bi-
annual conference, “Shakespeare: Pedagogy and Performance” on Friday, September 26 and Saturday, 
September 27. 
 
This year’s conference will focus on issues that affect the teaching, production or performance of 
Shakespeare and early modern drama for secondary and college students. 
 
The featured conference keynote speaker and Festival Scholar-in-Residence is Tony Simotes, an 
accomplished director, actor, fight choreographer, and one of the founding members and current 
artistic director for Shakespeare & Company. In the past three decades, Simotes has either performed in 
or directed more than two-dozen productions of Shakespeare & Company. 
 
“To come back to the Midwest and take a few days to meet students and theater colleagues who are 
dedicated to understanding our ancient craft in ways that will make this new century come alive on 
stage is worth all the effort,” said Simotes. 
 
Shakespeare Festival Conference events are free and open to the public: 
 
Keynote Address by Tony Simotes 
September 26 at 4 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room, Allendale Campus 
 
Macbeth 
September 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Loosemoore Auditorium, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Tickets: $7 general admission, $5 students and alumni 
 
The Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Company takes the stage to perform their 2013 Wilde Award nominated 
rendition of Macbeth. Founded in 1998, the Grand Haven-based group is Michigan’s only year-round, 
touring and professional Shakespeare company. 
 
Registration is required for other portions of the conference. For more information and to register, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
  
For immediate release 
September 24, 2014 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Media can record up to the first 10 minutes of Simon’s presentation. A mult-box will be 
available. A picture of Simon is available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/HQ. 
 
 
Award-winning journalist and author to speak as part of GVSU Fall Arts Celebration 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Award-winning broadcaster, journalist and writer Scott Simon will explore the 
challenges vital to journalism, democracy and personal sanity in the practice and consumption of daily 
news, as the featured distinguished lecturer for Grand Valley State University’s Fall Arts Celebration. 
 
“Professional Journalism in a DIY Age” 
Monday, October 6, at 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 2nd Floor 
Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
In addition to hosting National Public Radio’s (NPR) “Weekend Edition Saturday,” Simon hosts the PBS 
television series “Backstage With…” that features his conversations with some of the biggest names in 
theater. He has been a frequent guest host on the CBS television program “Nightwatch” and CNBC’s 
“Talkback Live,” as well as an essayist and commentator on NBC’s “Weekend Today,” “NOW with Bill 
Mayers” and on ESPN. 
 
During his career, Simon has reported from all 50 states and every continent — covering wars, political 
campaigns, sieges, famines, natural disasters and scandals. He has received numerous prestigious 
honors for his reporting, including the George Foster Peabody Award, multiple Emmy Awards, the Studs 
Terkel Media Award and the Charles Osgood Lifetime Achievement Award in Broadcast Journalism, 
among others. 
 
Simon has also written multiple bestselling books including, “Home and Away: Memoir of a Fan,” “Jackie 
Robinson and the Integration of Baseball,” “Pretty Birds,” “Windy City,” and “Baby, We Were Meant for 
Each Other: In Praise of Adoption.” 
 
“Scott Simon is the ideal person to help us think about journalism in an age in which time demands are 
24/7, and nearly everyone has a cellphone, but not an editor,” said Fred Antczak, dean of Grand Valley’s 
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences. “With experience in so many parts of the world, across so many 
different kinds of events and topics, Simon is ideally situated to raise the right questions about how we 
should be thoughtful consumers of what calls itself ‘news.’ As Grand Valley has just revamped the 
broadcast/journalism curriculum in a more contemporary context, Simon will be asking timely and 
demanding questions about what we need from it.” 
 
Those in attendance are invited to join Simon in the east lobby of the Eberhard Center immediately 
following the lecture for a book signing and reception. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. Seating is limited. For more information, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call (616) 331-2185.  
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GVSU Shakespeare Festival enters the Wild West with “The Comedy of Errors” 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, the oldest in Michigan, provides events and 
activities throughout the fall that are available and affordable to people of all ages. 
 
The festival’s mainstage production this year, “The Comedy of Errors,” is one of William Shakespeare’s 
earliest and most frequently performed plays. In the story, two sets of identical twins, separated at 
birth, miraculously find themselves years later in the same town in the Wild West, setting off a hysterical 
adventure of mistaken identity. 
 
“The Comedy of Errors” will have multiple performances throughout September and October: 
 
Public Performances 
September 26, October 2, 3, and 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Tickets, $14 general admission; $12 alumni, faculty, staff and seniors; and $6 students, are available at 
the Grand Valley Louis Armstrong Theatre box office, or by calling (616) 331-2300. For more ticket 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/theatre. 
 
“’The Comedy of Errors’ is one of Shakespeare’s craziest comedies and I think the one out of all of 
Shakespeare’s plays that provides the most opportunity for broad comedy and slapstick,” said Paul 
Riopelle, an actor from the Actors Equity Association and one of five guest artists working with Grand 
Valley students, faculty and community actors. “Even if the audience doesn’t understand an occasional 
Shakespearean word or phrase, it’s still going to be absolutely clear what’s going on.” 
 
Roger Ellis, “The Comedy of Errors” director, said the unique partnership between students, faculty, 
community actors and professional actors enables students to interact with working union actors in 
order to learn about professional work ethic, preparation techniques, and rehearsal and performance 
methods. “The Comedy of Errors” cast and crew will also be touring area schools to perform for 
approximately 1,500 students during special matinee performances. 
 
“I am always so amazed and recharged by the enthusiasm and talent of the student actors here,” said 
Riopelle. “When I return to Grand Valley, I am always reminded of the energy and passion that theater 
brings, not only to an audience, but to the artists creating the show.” 
 
  
Additional “The Comedy of Errors” Festival Events: 
 
Pre-show Discussion 
Features Production Dramaturg and Grand Valley English professor Jo Miller. 
September 26 and October 4 at 6:45 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Opening Night Reception 
Pere Marquette room, Kirkhof Center, Allendale Campus 
There will be a free, public reception following the opening night performance of “The Comedy of 
Errors.” The reception will include a cash bar and is free and open to the public with presentation of a 
ticket from the opening night performance. 
 
Media interview requests can be sent to Matthew Makowski at (616) 331-2221. 
 
For more information and a complete schedule of Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival events, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
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Expert source: GVSU administrator touts value of liberal education 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — When discussing the value of a liberal education degree, a senior administrator at 
Grand Valley State University said that liberal arts graduates “drive the country’s intellectual capital.” 
 
Frederick J. Antczak, dean of Grand Valley’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, gave an opening 
address to faculty and staff members in August. Antczak is a noted rhetorician, and has served as a 
political commentator for MSNBC, Washington Post, FOX News, PBS Newshour and others. 
 
In his speech, “A Year of Hopes and Dreams,” Antczak referenced national data that showed liberal arts 
graduates close the earnings gap with professional students and by mid-career are earning more. 
 
Antczak wrote: “Liberal arts grads are among the drivers of our country’s intellectual capital, in that far 
more of them attain advanced degrees. We who offer liberal education should stop apologizing.” 
 
His full speech is online: http://gvsu.edu/s/IJ 
 
Media members covering stories about liberal arts and liberal education can consider Antczak as an 
expert source. Contact Grand Valley’s University Communications office at (616) 331-2221. 
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MEDIA NOTE: Images of River Tattoo can be found at http://gvsu.edu/s/IH. Photo credit: GVSU/Katie 
Pershon 
 
 
GVSU, University of Michigan collaborate on ArtPrize entry 
 
GRAND RAPIDS Mich. — Since ArtPrize’s inception, Grand Valley State University’s Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus has played host to artwork from around the world. 
 
This year Grand Valley is hosting a collaborative piece with the University of Michigan that will be 
showcased at the Eberhard Center during the international art competition, September 24 through 
October 12. 
 
Crafted by Jim Cogswell, University of Michigan Stamps School of Art & Design professor, River Tattoo is 
an 85-foot piece celebrating the Grand River and the Blue Bridge crossing over it. 
 
During recent interviews, Cogswell has described the river as flowing “through my mural in a pattern of 
rhythmic lines rising and falling around the bend in the building, with the bridge reflected in it.” Cogswell 
said he is “enchanted by the river’s power and its sparkling patterned surface - constantly shifting in 
response to the forms of the ripples - the light and the reflected environment.” 
 
River Tattoo was crafted from thousands of pieces of adhesive vinyl applied directly to the glass to form 
a mosaic of colored fragments. Negative spaces within and between the different design elements 
frame reflections of the landscape in the windows of the Eberhard Center. The mural’s design is based 
on handmade drawings and photographs that were later converted into a digital format to be 
assembled for the installation. The original drawings and photographs consisted of ink drawings of 
animal-like forms, collages made from adhesive shelf paper, and digitally multiplied photographs of 
ordinary houseplants. 
 
Henry Matthews, director of Galleries and Collections at Grand Valley, said the partnership between 
Grand Valley and Cogswell began more than two years ago when Elona Van Gent, former Grand Valley 
professor and current University of Michigan associate dean of academic programs, introduced 
Matthews to Cogswell. 
 
“River Tattoo is a magnificent, complex and exciting work of art that will undoubtedly command a great 
deal of attention with ArtPrize visitors,” said Henry Matthews, director of Galleries and Collections at 
Grand Valley. “At 85 feet in length, it will be difficult to miss!” 
 
The mural will remain installed on the windows of the Eberhard Center for a minimum of three years. 
 
To vote for River Tattoo, use the voting code: 56874. 
 
For more information, contact Matthew Makowski at (616) 331-2221 or visit www.artprize.org. 
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MEDIA NOTE: Photos are available on Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/If. 
 
 
GVSU student Shakepeare company performs as official ArtPrize entry 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — In conjunction with the 2014 Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, Bard to Go 
returns with an all-new production, Lights, Camera, Action!, as an official ArtPrize entry for the first time 
ever. 
 
This year’s new 50-minute interactive Shakespearean collage follows William Shakespeare on an 
adventure to modern-day Hollywood, where movie studio producers work to convince him to update his 
plays for modern-day audiences. Will Shakespeare’s plays now include vampires, light saber fights and 
reality TV bits? Lights, Camera, Action! features scenes from "The Tempest," "The Taming of the Shrew," 
"Macbeth," "Romeo and Juliet," "The Merry Wives of Windsor," and "A Midsummer Night’s Dream." 
 
ArtPrize Performances 
September 27 and 28, various times 
Eberhard Center near Blue Pedestrian Bridge, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
To vote for Bard to Go, use the voting code: 57604. 
MEDIA NOTE: ArtPrize performances will be snippets from the full-length production. Full performance 
can be seen on November 1. 
 
Bard to Go Performance and Festival Student Competition Awards Ceremony 
November 1 at 1 p.m. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Immediately preceding this public and full performance of Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action! will be an 
awards ceremony showcasing the winners of the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival Annual Student 
Competition. The student competition features Grand Valley student entries in literary, visual and 
performing arts. 
 
Bard to Go, part of the educational outreach program incorporated into the Grand Valley Shakespeare 
Festival, is comprised of six Grand Valley students and a student stage manager. The primary goal of 
Bard to Go is to reinvigorate Shakespeare’s work for younger audiences by touring eight local secondary 
schools during the Shakespeare Festival in the fall each year. 
 
“Our goal when we started Bard to Go was never to take a fully formed, highly produced show into the 
schools,” said Karen Libman, Bard to Go director and theater professor. ”It was always to give students 
an opportunity to see Shakespeare in a fresh and vital way and then we hope that the teachers take it to 
the next level.” 
 
In its 14-year history, Bard to Go has given more than 13,000 students throughout Michigan an 
opportunity to experience Shakespeare. The group has also traveled around the world to perform in 
Italy, the Czech Republic, the Bahamas, China, Canada and many other locations. 
 
Media interview requests can be sent to Matthew Makowski at (616) 331-2228 or 
makowsma@gvsu.edu. 
 
For more information about the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
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GVSU faculty and students to explore steamboat shipwrecks in Reeds Lake 
 
EAST GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — In the late 1800s speedboats, jet skies and pontoon boats were only 
ideas still to be had and certainly wouldn’t be seen cruising on Reeds Lake in East Grand Rapids. Instead, 
it was common to see regularly scheduled excursions on local steamboats, such as the S.S. Ramona, S.S. 
Major Watson or the S.S. Hazel A. 
 
While these vessels flourished on the East Grand Rapids waters in their heyday, many have since found 
their resting places at the bottom of Reeds Lake. 
 
On Friday, October 3 and Saturday, October 4, a group of Grand Valley State University anthropologists, 
archaeologists and historians, local divers, and a descendant of the original captain will embark on an 
underwater survey of the S.S. Hazel A. and S.S. Ramona— two of the three confirmed shipwrecks in 
Reeds Lake. 
 
The collaborative project, funded by Grand Valley’s Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence, is being 
conducted by Mark Schwartz, associate professor of anthropology; Mark Gleason, assistant professor of 
tourism and hospitality management; Matthew Daley, associate professor of history; the Marine 
Technology Program at Alpena Community College; the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration; the archaeology department of Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources; and the 
East Grand Rapids History Room. 
 
“Our purpose is to document the wrecks with digital photos, video and sonar,” said Schwartz. “We want 
to document these wrecks and learn more about the naval architecture that went into a steamboat 
designed for tourism versus a steamboat designed for trade.” 
 
Schwartz said the survey team will launch and guide a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) from a boat on 
the water’s surface down to the wrecks. The ROV is equipped with imaging sonar that will allow the 
team to get an acoustic picture of the vessel even if the water visibility is poor. 
 
According to the East Grand Rapids History Room, regularly scheduled rides on excursion steamboats on 
Reeds Lake began in 1882 when Captain John Poisson came to live in West Michigan. Poisson, originally 
from Three Rivers, Quebec, Canada, came to Grand Rapids for a job as a tailor and owned his own shop. 
When his failing eyesight forced him to give up this profession, he purchased the S.S. Florence and 
became part of the history of East Grand Rapids. 
 
Continuing the family’s legacy, Poisson’s son, Charles, and grandson, William, followed in his footsteps 
as boat livery and steamboat owners and captains on the lake. Ripley’s Believe It or Not! has even noted 
that Charles Poisson holds the record for going around the world the equivalent of 20 times during his 
trips around Reeds Lake on the steamers. 
 
The 100-foot S.S. Hazel A. was originally built and owned by Captain Michael McCarthy, who was the 
primary competition to the Poisson family for docking space on the lake. After sinking in 1901 due to a 
small leak, Poisson bought and restored the ship to working order in 1905. As fate would have it, the S.S. 
Hazel A. was buried at sea again in 1923 when the engine was removed for use in a newer boat. One day 
a strong wind blew it out into the lake where it sank. Its hull is now located straight out from the boat 
launch on Reeds Lake. 
 
The dive will also confirm the supposed location of the S.S. Ramona, which was burned to the waterline 
and sunk in 1956, not far from the Hazel A. Local shipwreck diver John Fuger and William Poisson’s son, 
Andy, will also participate in the ROV survey work. 
 
Gleason said this year marks the team’s fourth year exploring shipwrecks in the both the Great Lakes 
and local lakes, such as Reeds Lake. 
 
For more information about the survey, contact Mark Schwartz at (616) 331-8518 or 
schwamar@gvsu.edu. 
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Former CEO of Lockheed Martin to speak at GVSU event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — An aerospace expert who serves as chair of the U.S. Human Space Flight Plans 
Committee will give a presentation on leading change as part of the Frederik Meijer Lecture Series at 
Grand Valley State University. 
 
Norman R. Augustine, past president and CEO of Lockheed Martin, will discuss leadership, crisis 
management and the role of liberal arts during his presentation. 
 
Augustine will be on campus Tuesday, September 23, at 5:30 p.m. at the L. William Seidman Center, 50 
Front Ave. SW. The event is free and open to the public; RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/honor/lecture-
form.htm. 
 
Augustine is a member of the board of regents for the 12-member University System of Maryland. His 
career spans more than 40 years in government, higher education and the private sector. 
 
The Frederik Meijer Lecture Series was established with a gift from the Meijer Foundation to provide 
local and national presentations that focus on issues of leadership, innovation, and entrepreneurship 
from the perspective of students, faculty members, and participants in business throughout the region. 
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MEDIA NOTE: “Animation Collaboration” can be viewed on YouTube at http://gvsu.edu/s/Is. 
 
 
GVSU teams with local and international youth for “Animation Collaboration” 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Multiple Grand Valley State University faculty members and students will 
debut “Animation Collaboration” — an animated video celebrating children’s animation around the 
world — in the Urban Institute for Contemporary Art (UICA) gallery at ArtPrize in Grand Rapids. 
 
“It’s an intergenerational collaboration between artists, educators, students and both local and 
international organizations,” said Deanna Morse, animator and Grand Valley emerita professor of film 
and video. 
 
Along with Morse, Suzanne Zack, Grand Valley film and video professor; Maggie Annerino, Grand Valley 
media studies professor; Gretchen Vinnedge, Community Media Center (CMC) education director; and 
Lynn McKeown, CMC Education project coordinator, as well as multiple Grand Valley students, were also 
a part of the local team behind “Animation Collaboration.” 
 
The video is a byproduct of 19 animation workshops held around the world each year by the Association 
International du film d’Animation (ASIFA) in 15 different countries, including Belgium, China, Croatia, 
France, Japan and Ukraine. During these workshops young people build animations to a common theme. 
The short films are then compiled and premiered at international animation festivals. 
 
“The workshops help expand problem-solving skills and teach youth visual approaches to 
communication,” said Morse. “Adults around the world pass the tools on and help children explore their 
creativity through creating animated art.” 
 
The local ASIFA workshop, facilitated by Morse and Vinnedge, included students from Grand Rapids 
Public School’s North Park Montessori, the Boys and Girls Club of Grand Rapids Youth Commonwealth, 
Jubilee Jobs GR, Grand Valley and multiple CMC interns. 
 
While the video showcases portions of animations completed during the international ASIFA workshops, 
the primary focus of “Animation Collaboration” is on the work by the students at North Park Montessori. 
 
Emily, a North Park Montessori student, said working on this project showed her how much effort it 
takes to create a piece of art that is less than 20 seconds long and how much group communication is 
needed to succeed. 
 
“It took many hours of finding an idea, putting a story line on paper, creating everything we needed, and 
recording for just a snippet of animation,” Emily said. “But once I saw it up and playing with all the other 
videos from all around the world, I knew in that moment it was all worth it.” 
 
While last year’s common theme, which can be seen in “Animation Collaboration,” was to choose a 
color, Morse said this year’s upcoming challenge is to create an animation inspired by the optical toys 
that were popular in the 1800s — before animation was invented. 
 
“Animation Collaboration” can be viewed on the main floor of the UICA throughout the duration of 
ArtPrize, which begins September 24 and runs through October 12. To vote for “Animation 
Collaboration,” use the voting code: 56390. 
 
For more information, visit www.artprize.org. 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
October 3, 2014 
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MEDIA NOTE-GVSU location changes for White House initiative leader Skype sessions 
 
Locations have changed for two Skype sessions between a White House initiative leader and Grand 
Valley State University students. 
 
Marco Davis, deputy director of the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, will 
discuss the challenges Latino students face in education, what steps the government is taking to meet 
these challenges and what the education system is doing to attract and retain Latino students in 
classrooms. 
 
Monday, October 6 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room 
 
Tuesday, October 7 
4-5 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library, Multipurpose Room 
 
For more information, contact Natalia Gomez at (616) 331-3462 or gomezn@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA-New GVSU report details major changes and future possibilities for family philanthropy 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A new report from the Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State 
University describes how family giving is facing major changes, and presents ways that families can 
adapt their philanthropy to take advantage of these transformations. 
 
“The Future of Family Philanthropy,” a brief prepared by Michael Moody, the Frey Foundation Chair for 
Family Philanthropy at the Johnson Center, explains that while dramatic changes are taking place both in 
the nature of families and the nature of philanthropy itself, new generations and populations of donors, 
and emerging innovations in practice, could actually improve family giving in ways few would have 
predicted. 
 
The report is based on candid peer conversations and insights from thought leaders that were offered 
during two national summits on family philanthropy, organized by the Johnson Center. 
 
“There is little dispute that philanthropy is undergoing a profound change,” Moody said. “Traditional 
foundation grantmaking, and giving from perpetually endowed advised funds are now just two options 
among a growing array of methods that family donors and social entrepreneurs can use to create 
impact.” 
 
Some donors are also shifting away from traditional donor-recipient relationships in favor of devising 
new ways of deeply engaging with, supporting, and learning from their funded partner organizations. 
 
“These donors are providing time and talent, as well as treasure,” Moody said. “We are seeing a 
generational shift away from donors who just write the checks and seeing more donors wanting to get 
involved and share in the work of doing good. Personal investment is becoming more important than 
financial investment alone.” 
 
Along with demographic changes that are literally changing the face of family giving across the country, 
the report cites the inevitable generational shift as a source of constant change, leaving families with a 
challenge to find a balance between honoring their family’s legacy and improving their family’s impact. 
 
Several suggestions are provided to help families effectively adapt to these changes and improve their 
giving, including focusing on long-term outcomes to increase the impact of giving; connecting past 
generations to future generations by providing opportunities for all members of the family to participate 
in the philanthropic process; and collaborating and learning together by identifying new innovations that 
work and those that don’t, and sharing those lessons with others. 
 
A copy of the full report is available at johnsoncenter.org 
 
For more information, contact Michael Moody at (616) 331-9032 or moodym@gvsu.edu. 
  
For immediate release 
October 3, 2014 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Grand Valley State University November 2014 Arts Events Tip Sheet 
 
Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action! 
November 1 at 1 p.m. 
Loosemore Auditorium, Pew Grand Rapid Campus 
Free and open to the public 
A part of the annual Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, Bard to Go returns with an all-new production 
that follows William Shakespeare on an adventure to modern-day Hollywood, where movie studio 
producers work to convince him to update his plays for modern-day audiences. 
 
For more information about Bard to Go, visit http://www.gvsu.edu/theatre/bard-to-go-41.htm 
 
============================================ 
Grand Valley Writers Series presents Angie Cruz 
Monday, November 17 from 7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, room 2215/16, Allendale Campus 
Angie Cruz is the author of two novels, “Soledad,” which she has adapted into a screenplay, and “Let It 
Rain Coffee,” which was a finalist in 2007 for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award. She has 
published short fiction and essays in Callaloo, The New York Times, Kweli, Phatitude, South Central 
Review, and elsewhere. Cruz is an assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh, and the editor of 
the activist literary journal, Aster(ix). She is of Dominican descent and often writes about being Latin 
American in the United States, women’s issues, and themes of exile and displacement. 
 
============================================================ 
Theatre at Grand Valley presents: “The Women of Lockerbie” 
November 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
November 9 and 16  at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Allendale Campus 
Written by Deborah Brevoort 
Directed by Kiara Pipino 
As a grief-stricken American mother roams the hills of Lockerbie, Scotland, looking for any remnant of 
her son killed in the bombing of Pan Am 103, she meets the local women who scour the country for the 
tattered clothes of the dead. As their plan to wash the clothes and return them to the victims’ families 
as a symbolic gesture runs into resistance and the American mother comes to grips with the loss of her 
son, love triumphs over hate. Winner of the Silver Medal in the Onassis International Playwriting 
Competition and the Kennedy Center Fund’s New American Plays Award. 
 
For ticket information, visit www.gvsu.edu/theatre or call the box office at (616) 331-2300 Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
======================================== 
 
  
Arts at Noon Series 
 
The 37th season of the Arts at Noon concert series features seven concerts every fall ranging from the 
world-renowned early music ensemble Rebel to the award-winning Donald Sinta Quartet.  All of the Arts 
at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center on the Allendale Campus, beginning at 
noon and lasting approximately one hour. The concerts are free and open to the public. 
 
Wednesday, November 5 - Crispin Campbell Quartet featuring Nancy Stagnitta 
 
The Crispin Campbell Quartet features innovative cellist Crispin Campbell, internationally renowned 
flutist Nancy Stagnitta, versatile guitarist Angelo Meli, and Detroit’s well-known grande dame of the bass 
Marion Hayden. The quartet performs an engaging mix of jazz, tango, samba, and blues improvisations 
with chamber music awareness. Both Campbell and Stagnitta are instructors at the Interlochen Arts 
Academy. 
  
Wednesday, November 19 - Rebel 
 
Hailed by The New York Times as “sophisticated and beguiling” and praised by the Los Angeles Times for 
their “astonishingly vital music-making,” the New York-based Baroque ensemble Rebel (pronounced 
“Re-BEL”) has earned an impressive international reputation, charming diverse audiences by their 
unique style and virtuosic, highly expressive, and provocative approach to the Baroque and Classical 
repertoire. 
 
========================================================== 
GVSU Early Music Ensemble 
November 2 from 3-4:30 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Pablo Mahave-Veglia directs the GVSU Early Music Ensemble. 
The concert is free and open to the public. 
For more Information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Artist-Faculty Series: Pablo Mahave-Veglia, cello 
November 3 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
This concert, the first in a series of three concerts, will feature cellist Pablo Mahave-Veglia performing 
the complete Beethoven cello sonatas. Beethoven’s Sonata No. 1 and Sonata No. 2 for cello will be 
performed. Other performances will be held on January 5 and March 23. Cellist Pablo Mahave-Veglia is 
an associate professor of music at Grand Valley. Mahave-Veglia is a cellist and teacher of broad interests 
whose repertoire ranges from the early baroque, performed on period instruments to his ongoing 
interest in researching performing and recording the work of contemporary Latin-American composers. 
The concert is free and open to the public. For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
GVSU New Music Ensemble 
November 7 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center, room 1600 Allendale Campus 
The New Music Ensemble performs a concert of classic works from the Twentieth Century. The concert 
is free and open to the public. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
GVSU Opera Theatre: The Magic Flute 
November 7, 8 at 7:30 p.m., Peter Martin Wege Theatre, Grand Rapids Ballet Company, Grand Rapids 
November 9 at 2 p.m., Peter Martin Wege Theatre, Grand Rapids Ballet Company, Grand Rapids 
GVSU Opera Theatre presents Mozart’s enchanting opera where love triumphs over darkness. Reserved 
seating. Tickets: adults: $14; alumni, seniors, faculty and staff: $12; students and groups: $6. Tickets are 
available through the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office on the Allendale Campus. For tickets and more 
information, please call (616) 331-2300. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Master Class: Camilla Hoitenga, flute 
November 8 at 3 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Members of the West Michigan flute community will have an opportunity to meet the artist and 
participate in a master class. Those interested in playing in the master class are invited to contact 
Professor Christoper Kantner at kantnerc@gvsu.edu for details. Camilla Hoitenga is at home on stages 
all over the world, playing not only the C-flute but also the alto, bass and piccolo flute and other 
varieties of the instrument. She has taught at the State University of New York and the Folkwang 
Hochschule Essen/Duisburg and continues to give masterclasses and workshops on various subjects for 
musicians of all ages. The concert is free and open to the public. For more information, call (616) 331-
3484. 
 
Guest Artist Recital: Camilla Hoitenga, flute 
November 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Flutist Camilla Hoitenga is at home on stages all over the world, playing not only the C-flute but also the 
alto, bass and piccolo flute and other varieties of the instrument. Her repertoire ranges from pre-Bach to 
post-Stockhausen, from concertos to music for flute alone from state-of-the-art pieces for live video and 
electronics and interdisciplinary projects. Hotenga’s recordings, in particular those of Kaija Saariaho, 
have won awards in France, Great Britain and in North America. Born in Grand Rapids, Hoitenga now 
lives in Cologne, Germany, and Sylvai, North Carolina. The concert is free and open to the public. For 
more information, please call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
GVSU New Music Ensemble 
November 13, 14, 15 at 8 p.m. 
The Wellspring Theatre, Kalamazoo 
The New Music Ensemble joins forces with Wellspring Cori Terry & Dancers, performing live 
accompaniment to new choreography by company members. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
GVSU Jazz Orchestra 
November 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Jazz Orchestra performs under the direction of Tim Froncek. The concert is free and open to 
the public. For more information, please call (616) 331-3484. 
  
GVSU Concert Band 
November 20 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The concert is free and open to the public. 
More Information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Symphony Orchestra 
November 22 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Pablo Mahave-Veglia conducts the GVSU Symphony Orchestra. The concert is free and open to the 
public. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Bandorama 
November 23 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Kelly Family Sports Center, Allendale Campus 
Bandorama features highlights from the 2014 Laker Marching Band Season and is free and open to the 
public. Visit www.gvsu.edu/music for more information. 
 
======================================================== 
Art Gallery Exhibitions 
 
BFA Exhibition 
November 10-14 
Closing Reception: November 13 from 5-7 p.m. 
GVSU Art Gallery, room 1121, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
For more information, visit www.gvsu/artgallery. 
 
School of Communications Photography Senior Thesis Exhibition 
November 17-December 5 
Opening Reception: November 20, 5-7 p.m. 
Grand Valley Art Gallery, room 1121, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
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GVSU researcher earns grant to study biomarkers and advancement of Parkinson’s disease 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A researcher at Grand Valley State University has received a grant to continue 
studying if molecular biomarkers can be used to monitor the advancement of Parkinson’s disease. 
 
Sok Kean Khoo, distinguished associate professor of molecular genomics, received a $110,000 grant 
from the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research. 
 
Khoo joined Grand Valley’s cell and molecular biology faculty one year ago, after working for 13 years at 
the Van Andel Institute in Grand Rapids, studying cancers and Parkinson’s disease. She earned a doctoral 
degree in molecular genetics from the Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology. 
 
While at Van Andel Institute, Khoo led a pilot project to identify biomarkers that could one day be used 
to develop a blood test for early detection of Parkinson’s disease. That project was funded by a grant 
from the MJFF and in collaboration with Mercy Health Saint Mary’s Hauenstein Neuroscience Center, 
University of Colorado Denver and Umeå University. 
 
About 1 million Americans suffer from Parkinson’s disease, an incurable and degenerative neurological 
disorder, with 50,000-60,000 new patients diagnosed annually. Most patients diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease have already entered its advanced stages.  
 
  
For Immediate Release 
October 2, 2014 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-8138, 
hoekstna@gvsu.edu 
 
 
Hauenstein Center Wheelhouse Talks kicks off with young leader panel 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A panel of young leaders in the business and nonprofit sectors in West 
Michigan will kick off the 2014-15 Wheelhouse Talks series hosted by Grand Valley State University’s 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies. 
 
This group of young professionals, all Grand Valley graduates and Cook Leadership Academy alumni, will 
present new, fresh perspectives on leadership and community engagement through a lively panel 
discussion about their experiences as young leaders. 
 
The first presentation will feature: 
Austin Dean, co-founder FailureLab, director of business operations, GR Current. 
Selma Tucker, director of marketing and communications, Public Sector Consultants 
Juliana Nahas-Viilo, communications coordinator, Varnum Consulting 
Allie Bush, public policy coordinator, Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce 
 
Wheelhouse Talk 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Seidman College of Business Forum Room 
50 Front Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
RSVPs are requested and can be submitted here: http://gvsu.edu/s/Jb 
 
The Wheelhouse Talks are a series of presentations from entrepreneurs, local leaders, business owners 
and visionaries who share their experiences to enrich the lives and learning of others, including a new 
cohort of students taking part in the Cook Leadership Academy. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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Great Lakes History Conference to focus on Holocaust and global genocide 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Holocaust and genocide from a global perspective will be addressed in 
more than 20 presentations at the 40th annual Great Lakes History Conference at Grand Valley State 
University. 
 
The 2014 conference will take place Friday, October 10 and Saturday, October 11 on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
 
“Considering that this year is the 100th anniversary of World War I, this topic is especially timely,” said 
Gordon Andrews, assistant professor of history at Grand Valley and executive director for the Michigan 
Council of History Education. “The ‘Great War’ led to the Holocaust and so much of the violence of the 
twentieth century.” 
 
Stephen Feinberg, former special assistant for education programs at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial, will 
be the keynote speaker on Friday, October 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium in the Richard 
M. DeVos Center. His address, “Pedagogical Issues and Concerns When Teaching About the Holocaust,” 
is free and open to the public. 
 
Jan Gross, professor of European history at Princeton University, will give a keynote address, “On the 
Periphery of the Holocaust: Pillage and Killings of Jews by their Neighbors,” on Saturday, October 11, at 
noon on the second floor of the L.V. Eberhard Center. 
 
The conference will also include roundtable discussions; scholarly panels with educators, librarians, 
archivists and public historians; and presentations of research given by both graduate and 
undergraduate students. 
 
Registration is required for the event and can be completed through the beginning of the conference on 
October 10. Conference fees are $40 for out-of-state attendees and $20 for West Michigan attendees. 
 
The Michigan Council of History Education, Grand Valley’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
History Department sponsor the conference. 
 
The Great Lakes History Conference was established in 1975 as a means to allow faculty from 
educational institutions in the Midwest to present their research to colleagues and to cultivate 
interdisciplinary work. The conference has since evolved and now bridges the divide between 
university’s and the general public by attracting educators, graduate students, public historians and 
independent scholars from across the world. 
 
For more details and online registration, visit www.gvsu.edu/history and click on the link to the Great 
Lakes History Conference. 
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GVSU students to Skype with White House initiative leader 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. – A White House initiative leader will join Grand Valley State University students via 
two Skype sessions on October 6 and 7. 
 
Marco Davis, deputy director of the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, will 
discuss the challenges Latin@ Hispanic students face in education, what steps the government is taking 
to meet these challenges and what the education system is doing to attract and retain Latin@ students 
in classrooms. Latin@ refers to both males (Latino) and females (Latina) who are Hispanic. 
 
Monday, October 6 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, room 2266, Allendale Campus 
 
Tuesday, October 7 
4-5 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, room 2201, Allendale Campus 
 
Mayra Fortes González, assistant professor of Spanish at Grand Valley, encourages students of all 
ethnicities to attend the presentations. 
  
“It will be very beneficial for students to understand why not everyone has access to the same 
opportunities,” said Fortes González. “It will give them a more well-rounded perspective on how class, 
ethnicity and gender impacts people’s access to education.” 
 
In 2012 Davis was appointed to assist in the execution of President Obama’s efforts to improve the 
academic achievements of the nation’s Hispanic students. 
 
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics aims to connect key individuals and 
organizations from across the United States to increase awareness of educational inequalities by sharing 
programs and resources available in various communities. Initiative staff work alongside a national 
network of community leaders to provide real-time input and advice on the development, 
implementation and coordination of education policy and programs that impact the Hispanic 
community. 
 
The event is sponsored by Grand Valley’s Office of Multicultural Affairs, Latin@ Student Initiative, 
Latin@ Faculty/Staff Association, and the Modern Languages and Literatures Department. 
 
The Latin@ Student Initiative aims to improve the academic and social success of Latin@ students and 
to increase the Latin@ population on campus. The committee is comprised of faculty, staff and 
community members. 
 
For more information, contact Natalia Gomez at (616) 331-3462 or gomezn@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA NOTE-GVSU Reeds Lake steamboat shipwreck dive postponed 
 
An underwater survey of Reeds Lake has been postponed. 
 
A group of Grand Valley State University anthropologists, archaeologists, historians and local divers were 
scheduled October 3 and 4 to embark on an underwater survey of two steamboat shipwrecks in Reeds 
Lake located in East Grand Rapids. 
 
Due to questionable weather forecasts, the team has postponed the dives. New dates have not been 
decided upon at this time, but the team expects to complete multiple dives throughout the winter and 
early spring of 2015. New dates will be announced once they have been scheduled. 
 
For more information, contact Mark Schwartz at (616) 331-8518 or schwamar@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA-Truth behind Middle East turmoil and geopolitics discussed at Hauenstein Center event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A brief exploration of today’s headlines shows a world dealing with crisis — 
disease epidemics, sectarian violence and crushing poverty, to name a few. 
 
But looking beyond the headlines shows a world that is much more prosperous and peaceful than most 
people expect, said Herb Meyer, a Reagan administration intelligence official who first predicted the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. In a global overview, Meyer will explain what’s behind the turmoil in the 
Middle East and why many countries are emerging from poverty. 
 
American Conversations: “What in the World is Going On: A Global Intelligence Briefing” 
Presented by Herb Meyer, in partnership with the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum, and 
Foundation 
Tuesday, October 7, at 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center, Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
301 W. Fulton Street 
Free and open to the public 
 
Meyer will draw on his expertise to outline the great challenges and opportunities that await students as 
they complete their education and move out into the world, and will also share his insights on the 
world’s constantly changing geopolitical landscape. 
 
The event is part of the Hauenstein Center’s annual “American Conversations” series that focuses on 
themes of leadership and civic engagement. The series includes presentations, debates, seminars and 
conferences to inform citizens who seek to understand how other people and generations have 
confronted the challenges they have faced. 
 
RSVPs are requested and can be provided here: http://gvsu.edu/s/J5 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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GVSU named military friendly school for sixth year 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named a Military Friendly School by Victory 
Media for the sixth consecutive year. 
 
The 2015 Military Friendly Schools list honors the top 15 percent of colleges, universities and trade 
schools in the country that are doing the most to embrace military service members, veterans and 
spouses as students and ensure their success on campus. 
 
The 2015 list was compiled through extensive research and a data-driven survey of more than 12,000 
schools nationwide. The Military Friendly Schools survey, methodology, criteria and weightings are 
developed with the assistance of an independent academic advisory board comprised of educators from 
across the country. Criteria can be found at www.militaryfriendly.com. 
 
Grand Valley provides support and resources for service members and veterans, including in-state 
tuition for veterans and active military members who are stationed in Michigan. The university is a 
member of the Consortium of Michigan Veteran Educators, a statewide network of institutions that 
works to support military members and veterans. 
 
For more information about Grand Valley’s Student Veterans Network, visit www.gvsu.edu/veterans or 
contact Steven Lipnicki at (616) 331-7188. 
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Grand Valley gears up for Homecoming 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s Alumni Association will host Homecoming activities 
on October 10-11 that offer something for everyone. 
 
Themed “Back in Blue, a Laker Legacy,” the slate of events includes a screening of a documentary by an 
alumnus that premiered aboard the International Space Station, 5K walk/run, campus tours, Seidman 
College of Business alumni social, and a lip sync contest. 
 
On October 11, the Laker soccer team will host Saginaw Valley State at 1 p.m. and the football team will 
host Wayne State at Lubbers Stadium at 7 p.m. 
 
The Office of Student Life will host a weeklong series of events, including a comedy show with Shawn 
and Marlon Wayans at the Fieldhouse on October 9. Ticket information is here: http://gvsu.edu/s/Jc 
 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/homecoming for full details. Details about the documentary are below. 
 
• West Michigan premiere, “I Want To Be an Astronaut” 
David Ruck, ’04 and ’07, created a documentary about Blair Mason, who strives to be an astronaut. Ruck 
said he wanted to make a film that explored the human side of the space program and whether or not 
kids today still dream of being an astronaut. 
 
A glimpse into current NASA efforts, amid a post-space-shuttle era, is provided through interviews with 
Charles Bolden, a NASA administrator, and John Glenn, a Mercury 7 astronaut. It premiered aboard the 
ISS on March 7. 
 
Ruck will present his documentary on October 10, 7 p.m., at the L. William Seidman Center. The event is 
free but registration is required, click here to register (space is limited). 
 
Ruck lives in Maryland and is president of a production company, Rubangfilms. 
 
Alumni Relations created a video promoting Homecoming, click here to view. Follow the conversation 
on social media with #GVHomecoming. 
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Theological ethics expert to speak at conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – William Schweiker, director of the Martin Marty Center for the Advanced Study 
of Religion at the University of Chicago Divinity School, will be the keynote speaker at this year’s West 
Michigan Academic Consortium Conference, presented in collaboration with Grand Valley State 
University’s Kaufman Interfaith Institute. 
 
“Does Religion Have a Future?” 
Tuesday, October 14 
Cornerstone University, 1001 East Beltline Ave. NE, Grand Rapids 
 
The conference is free and open to the public and includes breakout sessions with local scholars from 
Grand Valley, Aquinas College, Calvin College, Calvin Theological Seminary, Cornerstone University, 
Hope College and Western Theological Seminary. 
 
As an expert in the field of theological ethics, Schweiker’s teachings and studies engage theological and 
ethical questions related to global dynamics, religious ethics, the history of ethics, and the philosophy 
behind Biblical interpretation and explanation. 
 
Schweiker is the author of numerous articles, award-winning essays and three books, including “Mimetic 
Reflections: Power, Value and Conviction: Theological Ethics in the Postmodern Age” (1998); “Religion 
and the Human Future: An Essay in Theological Humanism” (2008, with David Klemm); and most 
recently, “Dust that Breathes: Christian Faith and the New Humanisms” (2010). He is also chief editor 
and contributor to “A Companion to Religious Ethics” (2004) – a comprehensive work in the field of 
comparative religious ethics. 
 
Katie Gordon, Kaufman Interfaith Institute program manager said the conference is an attempt to 
expand the “inter-institutional dialogue” between various area schools out to the broader community. 
 
“The conference is a unique opportunity to gather people from each of the educational institutions in 
the greater Grand Rapids area to talk about broader questions of religion in our world today,” said 
Gordon. 
 
For more information about the conference and to register, visit www.interfaithunderstanding.org, or 
call (616) 331-5702. 
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Girl Scouts get hands-on look at STEM careers 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — About 50 Girl Scouts will explore the fields of science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) during a half-day program at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Girl Scouts STEM College Readiness Experience will take place Saturday, October 4, from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. on the Allendale Campus. Media coverage is welcome. The group will participate in a campus 
scavenger hunt and science lab activities in Padnos Hall from 10 a.m.-12:15 p.m., rooms 366 and 157. 
See the full schedule at: http://gvsu.edu/s/Ja 
 
Brittany Dernberger, assistant director for Grand Valley’s Women’s Center, said the goal is to engage 
young women in the STEM fields. “Women are still the minority in these fields. If they’re exposed to the 
possibility of majoring and pursuing a career in the STEM fields at a young age, it will hopefully lead to 
an increase of women in these professions,” said Dernberger. 
 
The scouts are middle and high school students affiliated with the Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to 
Shore. Grand Valley faculty, staff members and more than 20 students will help with the event.  
 
The third annual event is organized by Grand Valley physics and chemistry faculty, and Women’s Center 
and Girls Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore staff members. 
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GVSU alumnus bringing culinary radio show ‘Lick the Plate’ to Michigan 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University alumnus David Boylan is bringing his popular San 
Diego-based culinary radio show, “Lick the Plate,” to his home state of Michigan. 
 
Originally from Royal Oak, Boylan, ’88, has interviewed more than 150 chefs, restaurateurs, growers, 
brewers and other culinary professionals over the past three years. After maintaining connections across 
Michigan, Boylan said he is thrilled to be bringing his show to the Great Lakes State. 
 
“On regular trips back to Michigan over the past 10 years, I’ve seen first hand the explosion of the 
culinary and related industries statewide,” said Boylan. “It’s great for the communities where it is 
happening. It gives neighborhoods a sense of identity, excitement and pride that make people want to 
live there and thrive.” 
 
From chefs and farmers to the vendors who supply them, “Lick the Plate” will feature a wide range of 
guests from across the state. Besides culinary backgrounds and experiences, guests share everything 
from their individual journeys, music memories and dream concert lineups to where they eat and drink 
around town and in-depth looks into their establishments’ menus. 
 
“There are so many great stories out there and ‘Lick the Plate’ will enable listeners to really get to know 
my guests,” said Boylan. “Michigan is well on its way to becoming an international culinary destination 
and it’s my goal to help that effort along and bring the state the attention it deserves.” 
 
Coming from a heavy marketing background, Boylan credits the positive direction of the early years of 
his career to his advertising and marketing classes at Grand Valley, which he said provided the real-
world experiences of working with Grand Rapids advertising agencies to form real marketing campaigns. 
Boylan said his film and video production classes were also a large influence on his professional career. 
 
“Lick the Plate” is able to move to Michigan thanks to a recently secured sponsorship from the Michigan 
Restaurant Association (MRA). The show is also in talks with radio stations and sponsors in Detroit and 
Grand Rapids ahead of a November 1 launch date. 
 
For more information, David Boylan at (858) 395-6905 or david@artichoke-creative.com. 
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Grand Valley will see record number of K-12 students visit ArtPrize 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — More than 2,500 students from 23 Grand Valley State University-authorized 
charter schools will get a chance to take in ArtPrize thanks to a program called ArtPrize Education Days, 
hosted by Grand Valley’s Charter Schools Office. The program gives students a chance to spend a day in 
Grand Rapids looking at ArtPrize entries and engaging in art-building activities. 
 
This is the third year the program has taken place, and organizers said a record number of students are 
scheduled to participate. About half of the students are enrolled in schools outside of the Grand Rapids 
area, including several hundred from Detroit. Other students will travel from Holland, Muskegon, Big 
Rapids, Kalamazoo, Lansing and Jackson. 
 
“The Grand Valley Charter Schools Office is proud to give students, especially those who have never 
visited Grand Rapids or been to ArtPrize, a unique experience that is entertaining as well as 
educational,” said Amirah Vosburgh, the CSO’s manager of programs and marketing. 
 
This year, the students will design viewfinders so they may look at the art entries through different 
perspectives. 
 
For more information, contact Amirah Vosburgh at (616) 331-9068. 
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Grand Valley named a Best College Buy for 19 consecutive years 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — For the 19th year in a row, Grand Valley State University has been named one of 
America’s 100 Best College Buys by Institutional Research and Evaluation, Inc. in Georgia. 
 
Each year, Institutional Research and Evaluation identifies the 100 American colleges and universities 
providing students the very highest quality education at the lowest cost. Grand Valley has made the list 
far more times than any other Michigan institution; authors of the report say it is because of Grand 
Valley’s high academic performance coupled with its low cost. No other Michigan public institution 
made the list. 
 
To be considered for the designation, an institution must: 
• Be an accredited, four-year institution 
• Offer full residential facilities 
• Have an entering freshman class in the fall of 2013 with a high school GPA and/or SAT/ACT equal to or 
above the national average for entering college freshmen 
• Out-of-state tuition in 2014-2015 below the national average or not exceeding the national average 
cost by more than 10 percent 
 
The average GPA for incoming freshmen at Grand Valley for fall 2013 was 3.5, compared to the national 
average of 3.3, according to Institutional Research and Evaluation. The average ACT score for incoming 
freshmen at Grand Valley for fall 2013 was 24, compared to the national average of 23. 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 86 undergraduate and 33 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from regional centers in Muskegon, Traverse City 
and Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
 
For more information visit www.100bestcollegebuys.com and click on annual report. Updated findings 
will be available the first week of October. 
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“Bethany” set for GVSU Performance Studio Series 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. – Grand Valley’s Performance Studio Series will feature “Bethany,” a story about a 
single mother trying to pull her life together while living in an unnamed exurb of a small city in the 
United States. 
 
October 19 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
October 20, 21 at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Kerissa Bradley, one of two senior student directors for “Bethany,” said one of the main themes of 
playwright Laura Mark’s original script is the strength of women. 
 
“’Bethany’ is a serio comedic play about Crystal, a woman who is doing all she can to get her daughter 
back,” said Bradley. “She has lost her house, she is losing her job, but she hasn’t lost her strength. She 
does whatever is necessary to preserve her goal of being reunited with her daughter.” 
 
The Performance Studio Series allows upper-level theater students to put into practical use the skills 
they learn in the classroom. 
 
“The Performance Studio Series is the only student-run show performed on the Main Stage. All aspects 
are done by students, including lights, sound, directing, acting, set design, costume design and stage 
management,” said Bradley. “My cast and crew have worked very hard on this production, putting 
countless hours inside and outside of rehearsal. They deserve an audience because they have literally 
put their blood, sweat, tears and laughter into this show.” 
 
For more information about the Performance Studio Series, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/Jo. 
 
The play contains adult language and situations and is recommended for mature audiences. Tickets for 
“Bethany” are $6 and can be purchased at the Performing Arts Center Box Officer or by calling (616) 
331-2300. 
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Award-winning chemist to speak at GVSU Ott Lectureship 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A research scholar and award-winning chemist will be the featured speaker at the 
Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry at Grand Valley State University. 
 
Jeffrey Moore, professor of materials science and engineering at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign, leads the Moore Group, which researches ways to make materials safer and last longer. 
 
He will give a public lecture October 16, and a chemistry seminar for students October 17. Moore has 
published more than 300 articles covering topics from technology in the classroom to self-healing 
polymers and shape-persistent macrocycles. 
 
October 16 lecture: “Self-Healing Polymers” 
6 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room 
Allendale Campus 
 
October 17 seminar: “Polymer Mechanochemistry and the Concept of the Mechanophore” 
1 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room 
Allendale Campus 
 
Moore is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences and the American Chemical Society. He 
received the Campus Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching and has been recognized as a 
“Faculty Ranked Excellent by their Students.” Moore served as an associate editor for the Journal of 
American Chemical Society for 14 years. 
 
The Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry was created and endowed by a gift from Arnold C. and 
Marion Ott. Arnold Ott was a leading chemist and entrepreneur in West Michigan. He was also one of 
the co-founders of Grand Valley and served on the Board of Trustees for 28 years. 
 
For more information contact Felix Ngassa, GVSU associate professor of chemistry, at (616) 331-3803. 
  
For immediate release 
October 9, 2014 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Cello Fest! features all-star international talent 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. —Nationally and internationally recognized cellists will visit Grand Valley State 
University’s Allendale Campus October 13-17 to perform and collaborate with students, audiences and 
local professionals as part of Cello Fest! 2014. 
 
This year’s edition of the annual event will feature international guest artists Joseph Johnson, principal 
cellist with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, and Ashley Bathgate, cellist with the six-member New 
York-based ensemble Bang on a Can All-stars. During select performances, Johnson and Bathgate will be 
joined by Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra cellists Alicia Eppinga, Will Preece and Jeremy Crosmer; 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra cellist David Peshlakai; and Interlochen Center for the Arts cello 
instructor Crispin Campbell. 
 
Master Class featuring Joseph Johnson 
Monday, October 13 at 4 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
During this master class, Grand Valley cello students will receive expert technical and performance 
advice from Johnson who has been heard throughout the world as a soloist, chamber musician and 
educator. He recently celebrated the release of a new album with pianist Victor Asuncion featuring the 
Rachmanioff and Shostakovich Sonatas. Johnson also participated in a special recording project with the 
G. Schirmer Instrumental Library called “The Cello Collection.” 
 
Cello Recital featuring Stefan Koch 
Tuesday, October 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Stefan Koch, cellist with the Lansing Symphony Orchestra, will perform the music of Richard Stohr during 
this special recital. Koch is also a member of the Adrian Symphony Orchestra and a frequent guest with 
orchestras in Toledo, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, the Michigan Opera Theatre and elsewhere. 
 
Arts at Noon Series presents Cello Fest! 
Wednesday, October 15 at noon 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
The 37th annual Arts at Noon series continues with a concert featuring all Cello Fest! guest artists 
performing the modern classic “Cello Counterpoint” by Steven Reich as well as works by Georg Philipp 
Telemann and Georg Eduard Goltermann. For more information about the Arts at Noon series, visit 
http://gvsu.edu/s/Js. 
 
GVSU Symphony Orchestra Concert 
Wednesday, October 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Pablo Manhave-Veglia, associate professor of music and 
director of Early Music Ensemble, will perform alongside Johnson as a featured soloist. 
 
Cello Recital featuring Ashley Bathgate 
Friday, October 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
All Cello Fest! events are free and open to the public. For more information, contact Pablo Manhave-
Veglia at (616) 331-3386 or manhavep@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU celebrates Native American Heritage Month 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — An event that will take a deeper look at the history of Columbus Day will kick off a 
celebration of Native American heritage at Grand Valley State University. 
 
“Rethinking Columbus” will take place on Columbus Day, October 13, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in Loosemore 
Auditorium in the DeVos Center, on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Panelists will discuss the historical 
and social impact of the colonization of the Americas and current movements that challenge the 
holiday. The program will include a Native drum circle. 
 
The month-long celebration, organized by the Office of Multicultural Affairs, will focus on Native 
American history and tradition. All events are free and open to the public. 
 
• November 5, from 6-7:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus: An Evening with Anton 
Treuer. Treuer, executive director of the American Indian Resource Center at Bemidji State University, is 
editor of the Oshkaabewis Native Journal, the only academic journal of the Ojibwe language. His 
presentation is in conjunction with the Professional of Color Lecture Series. 
 
• November 8, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Norton Mound Historic Landmark, Grand Rapids: Native American 
Student Association Day of Service. Students can register to help with clean-up efforts at Norton 
Mound, a Hopewellian burial mound and historic landmark. Email scanlokr@gvsu.edu to register. 
 
• November 3-9, Kirkhof Center Theater: Native American Film Festival showing “Smoke Signals.” The 
film is about a young man who is trying to forgive his father. It provides a glimpse into the contemporary 
Native American world and is created by an almost exclusively Native American cast. Watch the trailer. 
 
• November 10-16, Kirkhof Center Theater: Native American Film Festival showing “Skins.” The film 
premiered at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival and is about two brothers living on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota. Watch the trailer. 
 
• November 19, from noon-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center: The Native American Mascots: Tribute or 
Stereotype? The use of Native American names and images in sports will be explored in a discussion led 
by Belinda Bardwell, former tribal council leader at Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa and current 
member of Grand Valley’s Native American Advisory Board. The event is in conjunction with the 
Diversity Brown Bag Series. 
 
• November 19, from 6-8 p.m., Multipurpose Room, Mary Idema Pew Library: Native American Urban 
History Project Campus Dialogue. “Gi-gikino’maage-min: Defend Our History, Unlock Your Spirit” is a 
project that aims to create the first archival collection focusing on urban Native experiences in West 
Michigan. The informational event will increase awareness of the project. Read more about the project. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Multicultural Affairs at (616) 331-2177 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/oma. 
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GVSU alumni to share experiences and insights 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) 
welcomes a group of distinguished alumni for special presentations beginning Thursday, October 9 on 
the Allendale Campus. 
 
During the various 2014 Distinguished Alumni-in-Residence events, the alumni will share their post-
graduation experiences and provide their insights about what constitutes strong academic preparation 
for students. 
 
“Our distinguished alumni are an inspiration to us and to the students,” said Shaily Menon, CLAS 
associate dean and professor of biology and natural resources management. “We are grateful for their 
willingness to return to campus and share their post-graduation experiences and adventures with 
current students.” 
 
The following events are free and open to the public. 
 
David Diekema, ’07, forensic biologist with the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory (USACIL) 
“The Real Work of a Forensic Biologist: Applied Science in the Laboratory, at the Crime Scene and in the 
Courtroom” 
Thursday, October 9 from noon-12:50 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, room 2215/2216 
For more information, contact the Cell & Molecular Biology Department at (616) 331-2315 or 
cmb@gvsu.edu. 
 
Jennifer Haberling, ’91, Hudsonville Public Schools 
“Teaching in Today’s Context: Accountability, CCSS and the Rest” 
Thursday, October 9 from noon-1 p.m. 
Lake Ontario Hall, room 177 
For more information, contact the English Department at (616) 331-3400 or visit www.gvsu.edu/english. 
 
Kate Pillsbury, ’12, and Tom Gunnels, ’12, The Crane Wives 
An evening of music and discussion about the songwriting process 
Thursday, October 9 from 5-7 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, Area 51 room 
For more information, contact the Writing Department at (616) 331-3411. 
 
Bradelyn Pitcher, ’08, ’10, biostatistician at Duke University 
“From College Career to Professional Biostatistician” 
Thursday, October 9 from 1-1:50 p.m. 
Mackinac Hall, room B-2-110 
For more information, contact Cheryl Smalley at (616) 331-3355 or smalleyc@gvsu.edu. 
 
Stephen Gardner, ’09, senior associate medical physicist at Henry Ford Health System 
“Radiotherapy Physics: A Look at the Historical and Current Clinical Practices” 
Friday, October 10 at 1:30 p.m. 
Padnos Hall, room 207 
For more information, call the Physics Department at (616) 331-2274 or email vallryr@gvsu.edu. 
 
Paul Collins, ’08, assistant professor and lighting designer at College of Charleston 
“Performance and the Elements of Lighting Design” 
Friday, October 10 from 3-5 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center, room 1506 
For more information, contact the School of Communications at (616) 331-3668 or email Alfred Sheffield 
at sheffiea@gvsu.edu. 
 
James Rook, ’99, pediatric oncologist and emergency room physician at Loma Linda University Medical 
Center 
Q&A session 
Friday, October 10 from 9-9:50 a.m. 
Loutit Lecture Halls, room 101 
For more information, contact the Biomedical Science Department at (616) 331-3318 or 
capodilj@gvsu.edu. 
 
For more information about the 2014 Distinguished Alumni-in-Residence programs, contact Keesha 
Hardiman at hardimak@gvsu.edu or visit http://gvsu.edu/s/Jw. 
 
About The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
CLAS is a student-centered and diverse learning community that engages in critical inquiry, extending 
knowledge to enrich and enliven individual and public life. Created in July 2004, CLAS is the largest of 
Grand Valley’s colleges and offers more than 50 bachelor’s degrees in the natural and mathematical 
sciences, humanities, the fine and performing arts and the social sciences. Grand Valley undergraduates 
in all fields build the foundation of their major studies in general education courses offered by CLAS. 
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Award-winning authors present an evening of poetry for GVSU Fall Arts Celebration 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Hear two acclaimed American poets read from their works at “An Evening of 
Poetry and Conversation with Mark Doty and Dorianne Laux” — a part of Grand Valley State University’s 
annual Fall Arts Celebration. 
 
Thursday, October 16, at 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 2nd Floor 
Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Readings followed by book signing and reception 
 
As the author of eight books of poetry, Mark Doty is the only American poet to have won Great Britain’s 
T.S. Eliot Prize. His first collection, “Turtle, Swan,” appeared in 1987 followed by his 1993 collection 
titled, “My Alexandria,” which received both the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the National Book 
Critics Circle Award. Since then he has published “Atlantis” (1995), “Sweet Machine” (1998), “Source” 
(2001), “School of the Arts” (2005) and “Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems” (2008). Doty is a 
professor and writer-in-residence at Rutgers University. 
 
Dorianne Laux is the author of five books of poetry, including her most recent publication, “The Book of 
Men.” Her fourth book of poems, “Facts about the Moon,” received the Oregon Book Award and was 
short-listed for the Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize. Laux’s work has appeared in the Best of APR, The 
Norton Anthology of Contemporary Poetry, and the Best of the Net. The author is currently teaching 
poetry in the MFA program at North Carolina State University. 
 
“Laux and Doty, besides being fabulous writers, are friends who love to read together,” said Patricia 
Clark, Writing Department chair. “Laux worked as a sanatorium cook, a gas station manager and a maid, 
before finding her true calling as a writer. Her poems have been translated into several languages, 
including Afrikaans and Brazilian Portuguese. Besides being the author of eight books of poetry, Doty 
has also published three memoirs. He is currently working on a memoir that centers on his poetic 
relationship with Walt Whitman, entitled, 'What Is the Grass.'” 
 
Since its start in 2003, Fall Arts Celebration has featured some of the preeminent writers, poets, 
musicians, dancers, artists and scholars of today. 
 
All Fall Arts Celebration events are open to the public with free admission. Seating is limited. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call (616) 331-2185. 
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GVSU kicks off Golden Lecture Series 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The College of Education at Grand Valley State University is hosting a Golden 
Lecture Series in celebration of its 50th anniversary. 
 
The series begins October 14 with guest speaker, Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley. Whitney’s speech, “Can We Find Common Ground in 
Education?” is the first in a four-part lecture and panel series being held throughout the year with the 
theme, “reflections and predictions,” which will explore the past and look toward the future of 
education. 
 
Golden Lecture Series - Can We Find Common Ground in Education? 
October 14 
5:30 p.m. open reception 
6:30-8 p.m. lecture 
Loosemore Atrium, DeVos Center 
GVSU Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Upcoming lectures include: 
November 18: “The Education of Gerald R. Ford,” with Susan Ford Bales and Hendrik Booraem 
February 10: “The State of Education in Michigan,” with state Superintendent Mike P. Flanagan and a 
panel of West Michigan administrators 
March 24: “A Celebration of the College of Education: Reflections & Predictions,” with students, faculty, 
staff and alumni 
 
For more details on upcoming events in the series, visit www.gvsu.edu/coe/50th. 
 
For more information, contact Ann Homrich at (616) 331-6290 or homriann@gvsu.edu. 
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GV Writers Series explores misreading the minds of others 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Monica Robinson, affiliate professor of writing at Grand Valley State University, 
will be the next author featured during the 2014 Grand Valley Writers Series. 
 
Monica McFawn Robinson 
Tuesday, October 14 from 6-8 p.m. 
Book Reading and Signing 
Alumni House and Visitor Center Dining Room, Allendale Campus 
 
Robinson, who publishes under the name Monica McFawn Robinson, will read from her newly published 
manuscript, “Bright Shards of Someplace Else.” The book is comprised of 11 stories in which Robinson 
“traces the combustive, hilarious and profound effects that occur when people misread the minds of 
others.” Readers will be introduced to a wide-range of unique characters ranging from scientists and 
songwriters to nannies and horse trainers. 
 
Robinson is a writer, playwright and holds an MFA in poetry from Western Michigan University. “Bright 
Shards of Someplace Else” won the 2013 Flannery O’Connor Award for Short Fiction and has appeared in 
the Georgia Review, Gettysburg Review, Web Conjunctions, and Missouri Review, among others. 
Robinson is currently crafting a screenplay and novel. 
 
All Writers Series events are open to the public with free admission. For more information about the 
series, contact Oindrila Mukherjee at mukherjo@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-3411. 
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The sex difference in distance running has disappeared for participation but not for competitiveness 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Even among contemporary U.S. distance runners, men are still much more likely 
than women to have a competitive orientation, according to researchers at Grand Valley State 
University in Allendale, Michigan. The findings were published in the online journal, Evolutionary 
Psychology at www.epjournal.net/articles/u-s-masters-track-participation-reveals-a-stable-sex-
difference-in-competitiveness/ 
 
The new research, led by Robert Deaner, associate professor of psychology at Grand Valley State, shows 
that, on average, American men participate at track meets about three times as often as American 
women, and this difference has been consistent since the late 1990s. By contrast, at road races, the sex 
difference in participation has disappeared. 
 
“The differing pattern of results at track meets and road races is remarkable,” said Deaner. “Road races 
have grown tremendously in popularity in the past few decades but most runners have a recreational 
orientation, not a competitive one. This is shown in how they answer questionnaires and in their 
generally slow performances. They run for their mental and physical well-being and to socialize. Track 
meets are completely different — there aren’t medals for every finisher, they haven’t become popular, 
and the runners that do show up almost always run fast. 
 
Deaner said the results are interesting because they support the idea that the disappearance of sex 
differences in sports motivation in the U.S. is a myth, not reality. Since the passage of Title IX in 1972, 
girls and women have grown to comprise nearly half of participants in organized high school and 
collegiate sports. However, little research has tested whether this pattern reflects a decreasing gap in 
sports motivation. 
 
“When we look more closely at the data, there are still clear indications that some sex differences in 
sports interest and motivation remain large,” said Deaner. “Distance running is a perfect example. Yes, 
women now participate in road races as much as men do, but our results indicate that the small number 
of runners who have a competitive orientation are still much more likely to be men.” 
 
The new research focused on masters runners, who are defined as being at least 40 years old. Deaner 
said masters runners were ideal for the study because, unlike many distance runners in high school and 
college, they aren’t motivated by external incentives, such as earning a scholarship. 
 
In Study 1, the researchers assessed participation and the occurrence of relatively fast performances by 
masters runners at hundreds of road races and track meets in the U.S. Fast performances were defined 
relative to sex-specific, age-specific world records. Fast performances occurred more than 20 times 
more often at track meets than at road races. This pattern held for both male and female runners, and it 
shows that participating at a track meet, but not a road race, is usually a good indicator of having a 
competitive orientation. Study 1 also found that women comprised 55 percent of participants at road 
races but only 15 to 28 percent of participants at track meets. 
 
In Study 2, the researchers used data from national championship meets and yearly rankings lists to test 
whether the sex difference in masters track participation decreased from 1988 to 2012. Across all years, 
women comprised 27 percent of participants in the national championship meets and 22 percent of 
those individuals who appeared in the yearly rankings. In both data sets, the sex difference decreased 
across all 25 years, but only slightly. More crucially, there was no evidence of a decreasing sex difference 
since the late 1990s. 
 
Deaner acknowledged that the new studies have a major limitation because they are based on patterns 
of participation, rather than direct measures of motivation. He pointed out, however, that previous 
studies support their interpretation that there is a sex difference in competitiveness in distance runners. 
 
“We actually have quite a bit of converging evidence. Questionnaire studies find that, although most 
distance runners in the U.S. do not have a competitive orientation, the ones who do are more likely to 
be male,” said Deaner. “Other studies show that men are roughly three times as likely as women to run 
fast relative to sex-specific world class standards, and this is likely due, in part, to their greater 
competitiveness and willingness to maintain large training volumes. Also, we recently published a study 
demonstrating that there is a robust difference in pacing in the marathon — men are about three times 
more likely than women to slow down dramatically and this probably reflects men’s greater inclination 
for risk taking, and risk taking is a big part of being competitive. 
 
“The take home message is that this new research complements several other studies in showing that, 
although men and women are now similar in terms of overall participation in distance running, they still 
differ, on average, in their motivation. The most exciting aspect of the new research is that we were able 
to test whether the sex difference has changed over time.” 
 
For more information, contact Robert Deaner at robert.deaner@gmail.com. 
 
The study was co-authored by Vittorio Addona of Macalester College and Michael Mead of Grand Valley 
State University. 
 
Robert Deaner joined the Psychology Department at Grand Valley State University in 2006. He earned a 
doctorate in biological anthropology and anatomy at Duke University and conducted postdoctoral 
research in the Department of Neurobiology at Duke. His research focuses on applying evolutionary 
theory to human behavior and investigating sex differences in performance and motivation. 
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Current business trends: Growth jumps higher 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The greater Grand Rapids industrial economy experienced modest growth for 
the first time in several months, with the employment index hitting a three-year high, according to 
results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the 
Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of September. 
 
The employment index rose to a three-year high of +34, up from +26. The survey’s index of business 
improvement, called new orders, jumped to +27 from +9, and the production index remained strong at 
+29 from +22. The index of purchases edged up to +14 from +5. 
 
“It is worth noting than none of our industries are currently experiencing any significant difficulties,” 
said Long. “The automotive parts producers are still in full swing for the 2015 model year. The office 
furniture business remains positive, and actually showed a little more strength in September than in 
previous months. August was good for the industrial distributors, but so was September. For the capital 
equipment firms, the usual fall uptick appears to be taking hold.” 
 
Statistics for business optimism improved. The short-term business outlook index edged up to +26, from 
+20, and the long-term business outlook posted another increase to +51, up from +42. Long said 
businesses are anticipating more growth and positive sales which means they will invest in more 
equipment and people. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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Religious tolerance in Oman is focus of new exhibit at Grand Valley State University 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University will be one of 16 international locations to host an 
exhibit providing insight into the role of religion in the Arabian society of Oman. 
 
“Religious Tolerance – Islam in the Sultanate of Oman” will be hosted in the Mary Idema Pew Library 
Learning and Information Commons October 13-30 on the Allendale Campus. A delegate from the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs in Oman, as well as President Thomas Haas, will introduce the exhibit during 
an opening reception on Monday, October 13 from 4-6 p.m. in the Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium 
multipurpose room. 
 
Katie Gordon, Kaufman Interfaith Institute program manager, said the goal of the exhibit is to encourage 
a conversation about the importance of religious tolerance and acceptance in any society and culture by 
using Oman as an example. 
 
“Many people in the western world have assumptions about Islam as an oppressive and violent force,” 
said Gordon. “We want to show the real story — a story of Islam where its core principles lead to 
interfaith and pluralistic efforts. Oman celebrates religious diversity, just as we do locally in Grand 
Rapids.” 
 
The exhibition consists of 24 display panels with text and graphics dealing with the practice of religion in 
the modern Arabian society. Accompanying the exhibition is a short documentary film, “Religious 
Tolerance in Oman,” by award-winning German filmmaker Wolfgang Ettlich. 
 
As a seafaring nation, Oman has been engaged for three millennia in intercultural exchanges with 
people around the Indian Ocean. Freedom of religion is guaranteed in the Sultanate of Oman, where 
over the years, there has been mutual acceptance, understanding and a peaceful coexistence among its 
varied religious communities. 
 
“Religious Tolerance – Islam in the Sultanate of Oman” has been hosted at many international venues 
throughout Europe, including The United Nations in Vienna, Austria; the University of Bamberg in 
Germany; the Islamic Culture Center of Catalonia in Barcelona, Spain; and the University of Technology 
in Tallinn, Estonia. 
 
In 2013, the exhibition was hosted for the first time in the U.S. at the Salve Regina University in 
Newport, Rhode Island, making this only the second time the exhibit has been showcased in the U.S. 
 
The exhibit’s 2014 tour is in acknowledgement of the International Day of Tolerance on November 16. 
 
In addition to hosting the exhibit, Grand Valley will also offer multiple events over the three-week 
period with the theme of religious tolerance. 
 
Opening Reception and “Religious Tolerance in Oman” Film Screening 
Monday, October 13 from 4-6 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium, Multipurpose room 
RSVP required. Contact Katie Gordon, Kaufman Interfaith Institute program manager at (616) 331-5702 
or gordonk1@gvsu.edu 
 
“A Middle Eastern Experience: An Invitation to Visit and Learn about Oman” 
Presentation by Sebastian Maisel 
Tuesday, October 14 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium, Multipurpose room 
 
“Interfaith in the Middle East: Rays of Light in Darkness” 
Presentation by Thomas Uthup 
Thursday, October 16 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium, Multipurpose room 
 
InclusiviTEA Panel Discussion 
Thursday, October 16 from 8-10 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium, Multipurpose room 
 
Video conversations with Lakers Abroad 
Friday, October 17 from 11 a.m.-noon (tentative) 
Mary Idema Pew Library Learning Alcove, first floor 
 
“The Other Son” Film Screening and Discussion 
Thursday, October 23 from 8-10 p.m. 
Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium, Multipurpose room 
 
The Sylvia and Richard Kaufman Interfaith Institute, University Libraries, Grand Valley’s Middle East 
Studies department, the Barbara H. Padnos International Center, Better Together Interfaith Youth Core, 
Peace MEans and Spotlight Productions are presenting the exhibition. 
 
For more information about the exhibit, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/J4. 
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Van Andel Global Trade Center a sponsor of Global Trade Days 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The second annual Global Trade Days, held at Grand Valley State University, 
will give Michigan businesspeople a chance to explore export opportunities, learn about trends in top 
markets and connect with specialists. 
 
The October 14 event is sponsored by Grand Valley’s Van Andel Global Trade Center and hosted by the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation. 
 
Participants will learn about the State Trade and Export Promotion (STEP) program, which provides 
direct reimbursements to eligible companies for international marketing-related activities, ranging from 
market research to participation fees for international trade missions. Nearly 800 Michigan companies 
have received assistance since MEDC launched the program with companies entering more than 75 new 
global markets. New export sales of more than $300 million have been reported as a result of the 
program. 
 
The Global Trade Days 
October 14 
8:30 a.m.-noon 
L. William Seidman Center, downtown Grand Rapids 
Registration is $30 
 
Global Trade Days will include presentations from market specialists who will talk about doing business 
in the top five export markets: Canada, Mexico, China, Brazil and United Arab Emirates. Participants can 
request one-on-one meetings with these market specialists from 1:30-5 p.m. 
 
Participants will hear about export assistance programs, services provided by Michigan centers and 
foreign trade offices and success stories. 
 
For registration details and more information, visit www.michiganbusiness.org or contact the Van Andel 
Global Trade Center at (616) 331-6811. 
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GVSU Meijer Campus will host trunk or treat 
 
HOLLAND, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s Meijer Campus in Holland will host a trunk or treat 
event for area children on Tuesday, October 28. 
 
Members of Grand Valley’s chapters of Delta Sigma Phi and Phi Mu will hand out candy from their car 
trunks in the parking lot of the campus, 515 S. Waverly Road. The event will run from 6-7:30 p.m. and 
also feature crafts, snacks and Halloween videos inside the building. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. Participants are encouraged to wear costumes. For more 
information, call the Meijer Campus at (616) 331-3910. 
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Sierra Club will honor retired GVSU leader, Grand Rapids mayor 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Sierra Club of Michigan will honor a Grand Valley State University 
administrator and Grand Rapids mayor for their leadership and work in the field of sustainable energy. 
 
T. Arnold (Arn) Boezaart, retired director of Grand Valley’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center, will receive the Burton V. Barnes Award and Mayor George Heartwell will receive the Jan Elder 
Environmentalist of the Year award from the Sierra Club during a reception on Tuesday, October 21. 
 
• Sierra Club Environmental Awards Celebration 
McFadden’s Restaurant, third floor, 58 Ionia Ave. SW in Grand Rapids 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
Boezaart retired in September from MAREC, based on Muskegon, after serving as director since 2009. 
 
Click here to RSVP for the reception. For more information, contact Jan O’Connell at (616) 956-6646 or 
janoconnell@sbcglobal.net. 
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MEDIA-GVSU Libraries receive 2014 State Librarians Excellence Award 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University libraries have collectively become the first academic 
libraries to receive the 2014 State Librarian’s Excellence Award for superior customer service. 
 
The award, presented each year by the Library of Michigan Foundation and Library of Michigan, 
highlights the importance of services provided by libraries in Michigan. 
 
Grand Valley will receive the award on October 16 during the Michigan Library Association’s annual 
conference in Grand Rapids. 
 
Servicing Grand Valley’s more than 25,000 students, University Libraries is comprised of the Mary Idema 
Pew Library Learning and Information Commons on the Allendale Campus; Steelcase Library on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus; and Frey Foundation Learning Center located in the heart of Grand Rapids’ 
Medical Mile. Grand Valley’s Special Collections and University Archives found in the Seidman House on 
the Allendale Campus are also included under University Libraries. 
 
Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University Libraries, said before moving into the Mary Idema Pew Library in 
2013, library staff spent a full year re-defining what great service should look like from the perspectives 
of those who use the multiple facilities. 
 
“In the last sixteen months, we have seen a lot of evidence that our commitment is evident to our 
students,” said Van Orsdel. “To get the State Librarian’s Award for excellence in customer service is icing 
on the cake and we are truly thrilled to have our efforts recognized.” 
 
The Library of Michigan specifically praised the Mary Idema Pew Library’s innovative new technologies 
and supportive academic spaces, specifically the Knowledge Marketplace and Technology Showcase. 
With more than 154,000 square feet of space, the library boasts multiple customizable spaces for both 
quiet studying and collaborative work, more than 700,000 books, one million e-books, an abundance of 
intentional natural lighting, and outdoor work spaces. 
 
In September, the Mary Idema Pew Library became the first library in Michigan to receive LEED® 
Platinum certification by the United States Green Building Council – the highest of four possible levels of 
certification. 
 
According to Library of Michigan, the award nominees are evaluated based on: 
 
• Demonstration that the library provides superior services to its customers and community in cost-
effective manners; with a positive attitude, and by always delivering on promises; and 
• Demonstration of the library’s commitment to high standards of customer service through staff 
dealings with customers and the service community. 
 
During the October 16 conference, current State Librarian Randy Riley will award Grand Valley with the 
State Librarian’s Excellence Award. Annually, the Library Michigan Foundation gives this honor to one 
Michigan library, which includes a trophy and $2,000 in privately raised funds used to enhance library 
services. 
 
For more information about Grand Valley's University Libraries, visit www.gvsu.edu/library. 
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Grand Valley celebrates completion of Wesorick Center campaign 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Supporters at Grand Valley State University’s Kirkhof College of Nursing will 
gather to celebrate the successful completion of a $1 million campaign to fully endow the Bonnie 
Wesorick Center for Health Care Transformation. 
 
More than 100 supporters gave to the campaign. Campaign co-chairs were Michelle Troseth and Kevin 
Moore. The celebration is planned for Wednesday, October 15. 
 
The Wesorick Center enhances research productivity and interprofessional collaboration to facilitate 
better outcomes for patients and providers. It is named for Bonnie Wesorick, founder and chair emerita 
for the Clinical Practice Model Resource Center in Grand Rapids, and continues her legacy of creating 
the best places to give and receive care.   
 
Evelyn Clingerman, executive director of the center, said she and KCON Dean Cynthia McCurren are 
grateful to the campaign’s supporters who recognize that today’s changing health care landscape 
requires a new way of thinking to provide the best places to give and receive care. 
 
“The Wesorick Center is established for the express purpose of impacting health care through scholarly 
work and research,” Clingerman said. “By uniting interprofessional healers in practice and education, we 
can transform health care at the point of care. It is possible to keep the patient’s story at the heart of it 
all.” 
 
For more information about the Wesorick Center, visit www.gvsu.edu/wesorick. 
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MEDIA-Hauenstein Center partnering with Ford Foundation & Museum for panel discussions 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State University 
is partnering with the Gerald R. Ford Foundation & Museum, the National Constitution Center and the 
Economic Club of Grand Rapids to host a pair of panel discussions about President Ford. 
 
The first panel will focus on President Ford and the Rule of Law, and the second will focus on the pardon 
of Richard Nixon, with both touching on use of the 25th Amendment. 
 
The first use of the 25th Amendment occured in 1973 when President Richard Nixon nominated 
Congressman Gerald R. Ford to fill the vacancy left by Vice President Spiro Agnew’s resignation. In less 
than a year, it would be used again — this time Ford became president after Nixon resigned, and he 
nominated Nelson Rockefeller to fill the vice presidential vacancy left by him. 
 
The panels will focus on this important period in history. Both discussions will take place at the Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential Museum in Grand Rapids on October 20. 
 
President Ford and the Rule of Law, 8:30-9:45 a.m. 
President Ford and the Pardon of Richard Nixon, 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
 
A joint lunch with the Economic Club will follow at noon at the JW Marriott. 
 
To register, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/JG 
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Mother of Trayvon Martin will speak at GVSU on Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
     Second keynote speaker continues campus commemoration week 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The mother of Trayvon Martin will give a presentation during Grand Valley State 
University’s 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King Commemoration Week, bringing her message of hope in 
today’s increasingly violent society. 
 
Sybrina Fulton will speak at Grand Valley’s Fieldhouse Arena on January 19, the official King holiday. She 
will also speak that evening at Grand Rapids Community College, and on January 20 at Davenport 
University. 
 
A second keynote speaker, Marc Lamont Hill, CNN contributor, author and activist, will continue Grand 
Valley’s commemoration week activities with a presentation at the Kirkhof Center on January 21. 
 
Since the 2012 shooting death of her son, a 17-year-old high school student, Fulton has dedicated her 
life to transforming family tragedy into social change. Fulton and her husband, Tracy Martin, established 
the Trayvon Martin Foundation, to raise awareness of how violent crime impacts families of victims, and 
to support and advocate for those families. 
 
Fulton inspires audiences to educate their children about civil rights, and she has added her voice to 
others who speak out against violence toward children and the need for safer communities. Fulton 
earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Florida Memorial University and worked for the Miami-Dade 
County Housing Development Agency for more than two decades. 
 
Hill is a journalist who is frequently tapped by top news organizations for his views on everything from 
sexuality to politics to religion. He is a regular commentator for CNN, MSNBC and Fox News Channel. Hill 
also writes a column for the Philadelphia Daily News. 
 
Hill serves as associate professor of education at Columbia University. He is a founding board member of 
My5th, a nonprofit organization dedicated to educating young people about their legal rights; Hill also 
works with the ACLU Drug Reform Project. He earned a doctoral degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
He is the author of “Beats, Rhymes, and Classroom Life: Hip-Hop Pedagogy and the Politics of Identity” 
and “The Classroom and the Cell: Conversations on Black Life in America,” in addition to editing several 
other books. 
 
Grand Valley’s commemoration of King’s life and legacy will run January 19-24. Visit the website at 
www.gvsu.edu/mlk. 
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Hundreds of GVSU students to participate in national day of service 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Nearly 400 volunteers from Grand Valley State University are expected to 
participate in the nation’s largest day of community service October 25. 
 
During Make a Difference Day, students will perform service work at various area agencies for the day. 
Volunteers will have the opportunity to work with many causes, such as working with youth and senior 
citizens to cleaning up trails and parks. 
 
The day will kick off at 9:30 a.m. in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale 
Campus. Participants will then be bused to various sites throughout the Grand Rapids area to work on 
community service projects until 3 p.m. 
 
The event is sponsored by the Community Service Learning Center at Grand Valley. 
 
The national day of volunteering, promoted by USA WEEKEND Magazine and Points of Light, has taken 
place for more than 20 years. 
 
For more information, contact Valerie Guzman in the Office of Student Life at Grand Valley at (616) 331-
2345. 
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Local artist will celebrate Day of the Dead at GVSU 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Local artist Rolando Mancera will lead a workshop and help students at Grand 
Valley State University build an alter for Día de Muertos, or Day of the Dead. 
 
The public is invited to participate in Mancera’s workshop, scheduled for Thursday, October 30, from 6-8 
p.m. at the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information Commons. 
 
Mancera was born in Guanajuato, Mexico. He participated in ArtPrize 2011 and has had his work 
exhibited at the Richard App Gallery and other area galleries. Mancera said he was influenced by the 
Mexican muralist Diego Rivera. His art focuses on the Latino community in Grand Rapids and Mexican 
history. 
 
The alter will remain at the library for one week. Day of the Dead is an ancient and celebrated tradition 
in the Hispanic world. 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Area Studies at (616) 331-8110 or Zulema Moret at 
moretz@gvsu.edu. 
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Jazz Night concludes Shared Passion exhibit with evening of music and art 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Three student jazz ensembles will create an evening of art and music during the 
Grand Valley State University Art Gallery’s Jazz Night on Thursday, October 30 from 5:30-7 p.m. in the 
Performing Arts Center on the Allendale Campus. 
 
This casual, open house-style event will feature the Shorter Jazz Combo, Coltrane Jazz Combo and Jogo 
Jobim while providing visitors with a final look at the more than 30 works of art given to Grand Valley 
from the Stuart and Barbara Padnos Foundation Collection. 
 
“The idea of Jazz Night started out as giving the combos a chance to perform for their fellow students,” 
said Janet Christensen, Jazz Night coordinator and music student at Grand Valley. “The Art Gallery is an 
amazing space for music and we love the idea of combining our love of music and art.” 
 
The “Shared Passion: A Gift of the Stuart & Barbara Padnos Foundation Collection” exhibit is being 
showcase in Grand Valley’s Art Gallery through October 31 as part of the university’s annual Fall Arts 
Celebration. 
 
Throughout their marriage, businessman and philanthropist Stuart Padnos and his wife, Barbara, 
accumulated a significant collection of art — ranging from sculptures and paintings to works on paper. 
The foundation donated this significant portion of the couple’s art collection to Grand Valley in 2013. 
 
“This generous gift of the Stuart and Barbara Padnos Foundation is a broad overview of 20th century 
American and European art movements, so there’s something for everyone,” said Stacey Tvedten, Art 
Gallery program coordinator. 
 
After the conclusion of the exhibition, all works will be distributed throughout Zumberge Hall on the 
Allendale Campus for public display, with several of the sculptures being permanently exhibited on the 
building’s grounds. 
 
For more information, contact Stacey Tvedten, Art Gallery program coordinator, at (616) 331-8055 or 
tvedtens@gvsu.edu. 
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Padnos Artist-in-Residence to speak on art practices, theories and research 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s 2014-15 Stuart B. and Barbara H. Padnos 
Distinguished Artist-in-Residence, Nayda Collazo-Llorens, will give a public lecture about her artistic 
practices, theories and research on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus October 29. 
 
“Mark Making: Shifts and Strategies” 
Wednesday, October 29 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Loosemoore Auditorium, DeVos Center 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Collazo-Llorens’ presentation will focus on a concept she believes to be at the core of her art practices: 
mark making. This term is used to describe the different lines, patterns and textures created in artwork. 
 
“I will talk about several recent projects that engage mark making in an expanded way, whether that 
involves a drawn line, text, projected light or collected data,” said Collazo-Llorens. 
 
While the event may seem to be geared towards artists, Collazo-Llorens hopes the interdisciplinary 
nature of her practice — specifically her work with literature, linguistics, cognitive psychology and 
neuroscience — will attract and appeal to a broader audience. 
 
“I am looking forward to the lecture, not only as a way to introduce myself and my work to the 
community, but also as a first step in a multi-way exchange that hopefully will continue beyond this 
event,” said Collazo-Llorens. 
 
Working in various forms of media including drawings, prints, video, installation works and 
interventions, Collazo-Llorens strives to examine the way in which information is perceived and 
processed while dealing with concepts of navigation, language and hyperconnectivity. 
 
“My work invites the viewer to reflect on the complexities of the mind and the fragmented manner in 
which we perceive what is inside and around us, particularly as we try to cope with a complex world in 
an age that is as much about data overload and hyperconnectivity as it is about distancing and 
dissociation,” said Collazo-Llorens. 
 
Collazo-Llorens received a Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art from New York University and Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Printmaking/Graphic Design from the Massachusetts College of Art. She has held previous 
residency positions in New York, Florida and Puerto Rico, and also has teaching experience from 
Carnegie Mellon University and Indiana University in Pennsylvania. 
 
Endowed by Holland area businessman Stuart Padnos, and his late wife, Barbara, the nine-month 
Distinguished Artist-in-Residence position offers an opportunity for a selected individual to teach and 
mentor students in the art and design department as well as speak on campus and to the wider 
community. The recognition is granted to a working artist or scholar with an established record of 
promise or achievement in art and teaching. 
 
Collazo-Llorens is also teaching Intermediate Drawing and participates in critiques and reviews of 
students’ work, specifically junior and senior reviews at the end of each semester. 
 
For more information about Collazo-Llorens’ work, visit www.naydacollazollorens.com. 
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GVSU faculty, students lead exercise class for people with Parkinson’s disease 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Nearly every week for the past four years, Lori Borgeld has traveled to an 
exercise class led by a Grand Valley State University physical therapy faculty member and graduate 
students. 
 
Borgeld and others in her class have been diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. At each session, they are 
led through a series of exercises that will aid their balance, strength and agility. 
 
Borgeld said the Parkinson’s PowerUP class, held at the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences, is more 
than aerobic activity. “It’s a great support group,” Borgeld said. “We share similar experiences and hear 
each others’ complaints.” 
 
Cathy Harro, assistant professor of physical therapy, has led the class for about six years. It’s free for 
community members who are in the early stages of Parkinson’s disease, an incurable and degenerative 
neurological disorder. 
 
“The people who are in this class feel empowered to stay active,” Harro said. “Exercise, in conjunction 
with medications, has been proven effective to keep patients with Parkinson’s functioning at a higher 
level for a longer period of time.” 
 
Harro leads the class like an aerobic exercise instructor, guiding participants through strength, posture, 
balance and agility activities. The class activities and exercises are specifically designed to address motor 
control and balance deficits common with Parkinson’s disease. It also serves as a service learning 
opportunity for graduate students, who assist and interact with participants. 
 
Mary Ellen Baker has attended Parkinson’s PowerUP for nearly three years. She said she notices 
differences in her body if she misses several classes. “If I don’t do it, I get real stiff,” Baker said. 
 
Like Borgeld, Baker enjoys the camaraderie among participants. “We share successes we’ve had with 
alternative medicines and talk about our setbacks, too,” Baker said. 
 
Harro and her students also assist at an exercise class for individuals with Parkinson’s disease at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s in Grand Rapids. Harro said that class is open to all stages of Parkinson’s disease; 
individuals in the more advanced stages of the disease complete the exercises while sitting down. Harro 
is a board certified neurologic clinical specialist and also serves as the clinical research director for the 
Lulenski-Smith Neurologic Physical Therapy Residency at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital. 
 
For more information about Grand Valley’s Parkinson’s PowerUP, contact Harro at harroc@gvsu.edu. 
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Chemistry alumni to discuss graduate research 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Alumni from Grand Valley State University’s Chemistry Department will return to 
the Allendale Campus Friday, October 24, to discuss their graduate research being conducted at the 
University of Notre Dame. 
 
The series of lectures, led by Haifeng Gao, assistant professor of chemistry at the University of Notre 
Dame, will take place from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Mary Idema Pew Library Atrium multipurpose room. 
 
“These talks demonstrate the success of our previous students and shows our current students what is 
achievable through their strong background in undergraduate research,” said Deborah Herrington, 
professor of chemistry at Grand Valley. “Additionally, the diversity of talks ranging from synthesis to 
polymer and biochemistry speaks to the diversity of training that one can obtain at Grand Valley.” 
 
Below is a full schedule of the October 24 events, which are free and open to the public: 
 
“High-throughput Generation of Aptamers for Target Molecules” 
Presented by Ryan Flaherty, ’11 
11-11:20 a.m. 
 
“Microemulsion Polymerization of Inimer: A Method to Produce Hyperbranched Polymers with 
Uniform Structure” 
Presented by Robert Graff, ’12 
11:25-11:45 a.m. 
 
“Discovery of the Quinazolinone Class of Antibiotics” 
Presented by Renee Bouley, ’10 
12:05-12:25 p.m. 
 
Graduate School Round Table Discussion 
12:30-1 p.m. 
 
“Developing Facile Techniques to Approach Nanostructured Polymers” 
Presented by Haifeng Gao, University of Notre Dame 
1-1:50 p.m. 
 
For more information, contact Deborah Herrington at (616) 331-3809. 
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Octubafest celebrates brass as solo instruments 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s Music and Dance Department will host four unique 
performances as part of the third annual “Octubafest,” a celebration of the tuba and euphonium as solo 
instruments. 
 
The concerts take place October 24, 26, 29 and 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall 
in the Performing Arts Center on the Allendale Campus, under the direction of Paul Carlson, affiliate 
professor of music. 
 
“The value of Octubafest is that it is a chance for the studio of tuba and euphonium majors to share 
their talents with the Grand Valley community,” said Carlson. “Usually these instruments are playing 
accompaniment roles in large ensembles and rarely have the opportunity to show their musical abilities. 
It is also great that the audiences get to hear the tuba and euphonium in ways they might never hear 
again.” 
 
The final Octubafest performance will feature the debut of the GVSU Tuba and Euphonium Ensemble as 
they perform music by Richard Wagner, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Gabriel Fauré and John Philip 
Sousa. Many of the series’ soloists are also collaborating with students from Grand Valley’s piano 
accompanying class for their performances. 
 
Carlson said, of the two brass instruments, it’s particularly enjoyable to hear the tuba in a solo 
environment because the instrument is an underdog story. 
 
“People don’t expect to hear beautiful music from the tuba,” said Carlson. “Every time we play, we have 
an opportunity to show just how great it can be.” 
 
Octubafest concerts are free and open to the public. For more information call 616-331-3484, or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/music. 
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GVSU works with health leaders to prepare against Ebola 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Officials at Grand Valley State University are working with Ottawa and Kent county 
health departments and area hospitals to have a coordinated response against the threat of the Ebola 
virus. 
 
Andrew Beachnau, associate vice provost for Student Affairs, said the response follows guidelines 
established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and includes the Campus Health Center 
on the Allendale Campus, which is supported by the Metro Health Hospital’s infection prevention team. 
 
“While there are no cases of Ebola in Michigan, we are taking the necessary steps to protect patients, 
visitors, staff, physicians and the community from this and other infectious diseases, such as flu,” 
Beachnau said. 
 
Grand Valley does not have study abroad programs to nations such as Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone 
that have reported Ebola outbreaks, according to Mark Schaub, Grand Valley’s chief international 
officer. 
 
Schaub added that the Padnos International Center advises students, faculty and staff members 
traveling internationally to be familiar with CDC recommendations, which are posted online at 
www.cdc.gov. 
 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for Health at Grand Valley, said her office has been in contact with 
Spectrum Health regarding the hospital’s preparations and any implications for Grand Valley nursing or 
health professions students who are there for clinical experiences. 
 
Since 2005, Grand Valley and Spectrum Health have established an agreement that Grand Valley’s Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences (CHS), 301 Michigan St. NE, would be used as an alternative care site 
for Spectrum Health overflow, in the event of a large-scale, health-related crisis. 
 
Nagelkerk said she and others from her office routinely meet with representatives from Spectrum’s 
disaster planning team and Region 6 Health Care Network Coalition. Last year, Grand Valley, Spectrum 
and Region 6 personnel teamed to host a mock disaster at CHS to test that facility as an alternative care 
site. 
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Zumberge Hall receives LEED Silver Certification 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s James H. Zumberge Hall has been awarded LEED® 
Silver status by the U.S. Green Building Council, demonstrating the university’s commitment to 
sustainable progress through innovative design and construction. LEED certification is based on several 
factors, including site sustainability, water efficiency, energy use, materials and resources, 
environmental quality and innovation in design. 
 
The recent completion of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information Commons allowed the 
university the opportunity to repurpose the former James H. Zumberge Library into Zumberge Hall. A 
complete renovation of the existing 64,000 square feet and a 26,000-square-foot addition created the 
space to bring together, in one building, 15 administrative departments formally dispersed throughout 
campus. 
 
The facility was completed in May 2014 as an administration hub to serve faculty, staff and students in 
one central location on the Allendale Campus. 
 
In addition to energy efficient lighting, heating and air conditioning systems, the building features an 
extensive underground storm water retention management system to slow down the release of 
stormwater back into the natural environment minimizing erosion. 
 
LEED, which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, is an internationally recognized 
green building certification program developed in the U.S. Green Building Council that certifies 
environmentally sustainable construction projects.   
 
Grand Valley now owns and operates 19 LEED certified buildings and facilities with several more in 
progress. 
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GVSU Fall Arts Celebration presents Gallim Dance 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The contemporary dance company Gallim Dance will perform as part of Grand 
Valley State University’s Fall Arts Celebration, October 27. 
 
Founded in 2007, Gallim Dance is a Brooklyn-based contemporary dance company dedicated to creating 
and performing original work by choreographer Andrea Miller. Miller is a former Julliard dance graduate 
who studied GaGa technique with the Batsheva Dance Company under the direction of Ohad Naharin. 
Upon her return from Israel, Miller embarked on a cutting-edge mastery of movement invention 
inspired by the compositional improvisation structure of GaGa technique. Gallim’s dancers are fluid, 
quirky and phenomenal talents. 
 
“Gallim Dance: Articulate Bodies, Visceral Language” 
October 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center 
Allendale Campus 
Free and open to the public 
 
Gallim Dance incorporates past and present movement invention practices, fueled by human emotion. 
In the early 20th century, dance pioneers Isadora Duncan and Ruth St. Denis employed movement 
invention and exploration practices inspired by the sheer joy of simply moving. In the 1960s, 
postmodern choreographers Yvonne Rainer and Trisha Brown incorporated spontaneous, pedestrian, 
task-based movements to develop choreography. These practices are incorporated into the dance 
language GaGa. 
 
“Gallim Dance is one of the world’s most sought after contemporary dance companies,” said Danny 
Phipps, chair of the Department of Music and Dance at Grand Valley. “It is breaking new ground in 
choreographic invention, physical realities and human awareness.” 
 
Since its start in 2003, Fall Arts Celebration has featured some of the preeminent writers, poets, 
musicians, dancers, artists and scholars of today. 
 
All Fall Arts Celebration events are open to the public with free admission. Seating is limited. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call (616) 331-2185. 
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Fair trade coffee focus of upcoming lecture 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — It’s not breaking news that college students consume a great deal of coffee 
throughout the school year, but many people, not just students, don’t know exactly where their coffee 
comes from — and the answer isn’t Starbucks. 
 
On Wednesday, November 5, Grand Valley State University's Department of Geography and Planning is 
hosting Chris Treter, director of Higher Grounds Trading, to speak about how the coffee people drink 
impacts the livelihoods of coffee farmers and their environments across the globe. 
 
“Connected by Coffee: The Future of Fair Trade” 
Wednesday, November 5 at 5:30 p.m. 
Lake Michigan Hall, room 176, Allendale Campus 
 
“The purpose of the event is to have a speaker with real-life experience from many countries working 
with coffee farmers, some of which benefit from fair trade and others who are not part of fair trade 
programs,” said Jim Penn, associate professor of geography and planning at Grand Valley. 
 
“Fair trade” refers to the organized social movement whose stated goals are to help producers of certain 
products, like coffee, in developing countries achieve better trading conditions and to promote 
sustainability. 
 
“We wanted to present a critical look at fair trade coffee, the realities of coffee farming and the pros 
and cons of this type of trade and coffee farming in general,” said Penn. 
 
Treter’s presentation will also include a video of his recent work with women who farm coffee in the 
Congo and a discussion of what work is being done to help farmers worldwide. 
 
Penn said he hopes those in attendance think more about the coffee they consume, how it’s produced, 
where it comes from and how consumers in West Michigan can impact the lives of people across the 
globe. 
 
“Grand Valley students consume large amounts of coffee, as do college students across the country,” 
said Penn. “They are concerned about the coffee they drink and its social and environmental impacts.” 
 
Higher Grounds Trading is an organic, fair trade coffee roasting company based in Traverse City. Treter is 
also one of the founders of On the Ground, a non-profit organization supporting community 
development in farming regions across the globe. 
 
For more information, contact Jim Penn at (616) 331-3065 or pennji@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA NOTE: GVSU experts available for election coverage 
 
Several Grand Valley State University experts will be available November 3-5 to comment on last-minute 
campaign moves, Election Day returns and the political implications of election results. 
 
Erika King, professor of political science, is an expert in political advertising, campaigns and elections, 
public opinion and media coverage of elections. 
Availability: 
Monday: All day via email or phone, kinge@gvsu.edu or (616) 245-1470 
Tuesday: Available intermittently from 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. via office phone, (616) 331-2295 
Wednesday: All day via email or phone, kinge@gvsu.edu or (616) 245-1470 
 
Roger Moiles, affiliate professor of political science, is an expert in Michigan and local politics, American 
politics, and Congress. 
Availability: 
Monday: Morning before noon and evening after 6 p.m. via cell phone, (616) 994-9985 or office phone, 
(616) 331-3283 
Tuesday: Morning until 2 p.m. via cell phone, (616) 994-9985 or office phone, (616) 331-3283 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-noon via cell phone, (616) 994-9985 or office phone, (616) 331-3283 
 
Danielle Leek, associate professor of communications, is an expert in political advertising, political 
debates, campaigns and elections, and media coverage of elections and the president. 
Availability: 
Monday: Morning until 11 a.m. and evening after 6 p.m. via cell phone, (616) 322-8093 
Tuesday: All day until 4 p.m. via cell phone, (616) 322-8093 
Wednesday: Morning until 1 p.m. and evening after 6 p.m. via cell phone, (616) 322-8093 
 
Other experts on elections and issues are available at gvsu.edu/electioncenter and gvsu.edu/sources. 
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GVSU Detroit Center serves as Business Recovery Center 
 
DETROIT — Grand Valley State University’s Detroit Center in downtown Detroit is serving as a Business 
Recovery Center through the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
 
Business owners can receive one-on-one help from a Small Business Association service representative. 
SBA representatives can answer questions and help with applications for SBA disaster loans. Business 
owners whose establishments suffered physical damages or who suffered loss of revenue from the 
recent flooding in Detroit are encouraged to visit a Business Recovery Center. 
 
GVSU Detroit Center 
163 Madison Street 
Detroit, MI 48226 
Open: Mon.-Fri. from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Two other Business Recovery Centers are available: The Oakland County Executive Office Building in 
Waterford, and the Velocity Collaboration Center in Sterling Heights. 
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GVSU Opera Theatre presents The Magic Flute 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Grand Valley State University alumni and faculty will join members of GVSU 
Opera Theatre to present one of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s operas, “The Magic Flute,” November 7-9. 
 
Follow the brave Prince Tamino and the simple happy-go-lucky birdcatcher Papageno as they experience 
the trials that make them worthy of the women they desire. Challenged by the vengeful Queen of the 
Night and aided by the wise Sarastro, both must embrace courage, honor and truth. 
 
GVSU Opera Theatre: “The Magic Flute” 
November 7, 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
November 9 at 2 p.m. 
Peter Martin Wege Theatre 
341 Ellsworth SW, Grand Rapids 
 
Now in its 17th season, GVSU Opera Theatre presents this comic fantasy that will combine a nine-piece 
chamber orchestra, Grand Valley voice faculty and students, and the Grand Rapids Ballet junior 
company. 
 
Grand Valley alumni Ashly Neumann, ‘08, and Robert McFletcher, ’11, ‘13, will be joining a long tradition 
of professional singers who revisit their Grand Valley roots to perform with undergraduate students and 
act as mentors. Also featured will be Min Jin, affiliate professor of voice at Grand Valley. 
 
Dale Schriemer, GVSU Opera Theatre artistic director, “The Magic Flute” producer and professor of 
voice, said the performance will require students to take their skills to the next level. 
 
“The vocal demands of a Mozart opera are greater than other works we’ve done in the past,” said 
Schriemer. “There is a depth and maturity to the program that begs for this high bar to be set. It’s like 
the football team playing its biggest rival. They have to play their best. We have to perform and sing our 
best in ‘The Magic Flute.’” 
 
Tickets: $14 for adults; $12 for alumni, seniors, faculty and staff; $6 for students and groups. For more 
information, call the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
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Bard to Go performance wraps Shakespeare Festival 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s all-student traveling Shakespeare company, 
Bard to Go, will hold the final performance of its 2014 Shakespeare Festival play, "Lights, Camera, 
Action!" Saturday, November 1. 
 
This year’s new 50-minute interactive Shakespearean collage follows William Shakespeare on an 
adventure to modern-day Hollywood, where movie studio producers work to convince him to update his 
plays for modern-day audiences. Will Shakespeare’s plays now include vampires, light saber fights and 
reality TV bits? "Lights, Camera, Action!" features scenes from “The Tempest,” “The Taming of the 
Shrew,” “Macbeth,” “Romeo and Juliet,” “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” and “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” 
 
"Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action!" 
November 1 at 1 p.m. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Immediately preceding this public performance of "Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action!" will be an 
awards ceremony honoring the winners of the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival Annual Student 
Competition. The competition features Grand Valley student entries in literary, visual and performing 
arts. 
 
Bard to Go, part of the educational outreach program incorporated into the Grand Valley Shakespeare 
Festival, is comprised of six Grand Valley students and a student stage manager. Karen Libman, Bard to 
Go director and professor of theater at Grand Valley, said the primary goal of Bard to Go is to 
reinvigorate Shakespeare’s work for younger audiences by touring eight local secondary schools during 
the Shakespeare Festival in the fall each year. 
 
“Our goal when we started Bard to Go was never to take a fully formed, highly produced show into the 
schools,” said Libman. ”It was always to give students an opportunity to see Shakespeare in a fresh and 
vital way and then we hope that the teachers take it to the next level.” 
 
In its 14-year history, Bard to Go has given more than 13,000 students throughout Michigan an 
opportunity to experience Shakespeare. The group has also traveled around the world to perform in 
Italy, the Czech Republic, the Bahamas, China and Canada among other national and international 
locations. For the first time in the group’s history, Bard to Go performed in Grand Rapids during this 
year’s annual ArtPrize event as an time-based entry on Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
For more information about the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
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MEDIA-Noted author Francis Fukuyama to discuss essential questions of politics 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State University 
and the Koeze Business Ethics Initiative will welcome well-known author Francis Fukuyama to the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus to discuss his follow-up book to his critically acclaimed “Origins of Political Order” 
on November 6 as part of the center’s American Conversations Series. 
 
Fukuyama will take on the essential question of how societies develop strong, impersonal and 
accountable political institutions. He will follow that question from the French Revolution to the Arab 
Spring, and will also discuss the deep dysfunction that plagues modern American politics. 
 
American Conversations: “Political Order and Political Decay” 
Presented by Francis Fukuyama 
November 6, 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center Conference Room 
301 West Fulton Street, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
Free and open to the public, but RSVPs are requested here: http://gvsu.edu/s/Ks 
 
Fukuyama’s first book has been described by critics in the New York Times and Washington Post as “a 
major achievement by one of the leading public intellectuals of our time,” and “a book that will be 
remembered.” 
 
Fukuyama will examine the effects of corruption on governance, and why some societies have been 
successful at rooting it out. He will explore the different legacies of colonialism in Latin America, Africa, 
and Asia and offers a clear-eyed account of why some regions have thrived and developed more quickly 
than others. He will also discuss the future of democracy in the face of a rising global middle class and 
entrenched political paralysis in the West. 
 
Fukuyama’s book, “Political Order and Political Decay,” will be available for purchase during a book 
signing at the event. 
 
For more information, visit HauensteinCenter.org. 
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Interfaith event creates understanding among Abrahamic traditions 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — An October 30 event aims to strengthen friendship and understanding among 
three Abrahamic traditions — Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
 
The fourth annual Abrahamic Dinner is being hosted by Grand Valley State University’s Sylvia and 
Richard Kaufman Interfaith Institute and the Niagara Foundation. 
 
“This is a great chance to meet the local interfaith community and see how much movement and 
passion there is toward understanding our neighbors in Grand Rapids and in Michigan,” said Katie 
Gordon, Kaufman Interfaith Institute program manager. “One of the reasons we love this sort of event is 
because the conversation happens at each one of the tables, not just through a presentation. The 
relationships you can start to build at an event like this are remarkable.” 
 
Abrahamic Dinner 
Thursday, October 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
First (Park) Congregational Church UCC 
10 East Park Place NE 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
 
Three guest speakers will share the perspectives of their respective traditions about transcending 
religious tolerance in order to foster greater interfaith understanding. This year’s speakers include Very 
Rev. John Geany, Catholic Information Center director and Rector/Pastor of Cathedral of Saint Andrew; 
Jeff Padnos, Padnos Corporation president; and Imam Achmat Salie, Islamic Studies Program Developer 
at University of Detroit Mercy. Following the presentations, guests will be invited to engage in table 
discussions. 
 
Although the focus of the Abrahamic Dinner is the three traditions, the dinner is open to the public, 
regardless of religious beliefs, and free for Grand Valley students. 
 
To register for the Abrahamic Dinner, visit www.gvsu.edu/interfaith. 
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GVSU master’s program receives national ranking 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s master’s program in medical and bioinformatics 
received national recognition among universities that offer health care informatics degrees. Grand 
Valley’s program was ranked 19th out of the top 25 in the nation by MBA Healthcare Management. 
 
Selection was based on several factors, including overall quality, affordability, hybrid format, 
accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information 
Management Education (CAHIIM) and membership with the American Medical Informatics Association 
(AMIA). 
 
Universities were also ranked on engagement in emerging research in the field of biomedical informatics 
and opportunities for students to participate in cutting-edge projects. 
 
Read more about the rankings from MBA Healthcare Management at www.mba-healthcare-
management.com. 
 
Find out more about Grand Valley’s medical and bioinformatics programs, at 
www.gvsu.edu/grad/bioinfo. 
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GVSU faculty member seeks participants in Kalamazoo for memory disorders study 
-- Nursing professor working with Heritage Community 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A Grand Valley State University faculty member is seeking participants in 
Kalamazoo for a research study on how people diagnosed with memory disorders navigate their living 
spaces. 
 
Rebecca Davis, professor of nursing, will continue her wayfinding research at Heritage Community, a 
senior living facility at 2400 Portage St. 
 
She is seeking people 62 years old or older who have been diagnosed with early stage Alzheimer’s 
disease or mild cognitive impairment. Participants do not have to be residents of Heritage Community. 
 
In her research, Davis uses a projected virtual reality simulation of a retirement community and eye-
tracking glasses to collect data. The computer program was designed by the University of Michigan 
Virtual 3D Lab, based on a floor plan and design from a continuing care facility. 
 
Davis earned a $316,000 grant from the National Institutes of Health for the study. She has collected 
data from a Grand Rapids group. 
 
People who would like to participate in the study can contact Davis at (616) 331-3079 or 
davirebe@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU student wins award for graffiti in Grand Rapids research 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A Grand Valley State University geography major’s research about graffiti 
classifications in southeast Grand Rapids was recently awarded at the East Lakes/West Lakes Regional 
Conference of the Association of American Geographers (AAG). 
 
Since her first semester at Grand Valley in the fall of 2013, Alyson Mabie has been researching how 
different graffiti classifications in southeast Grand Rapids reflect cultural shifts in varying neighborhoods 
over time. Through her research, Mabie has collected location data for more than 700 instances of three 
categories of graffiti, which she defines as: 
 
• Gang graffiti: symbols specific to a gang and that gang’s “territory.” 
• Graffiti art: traditional name-based writing often seen in New York City and Philadelphia in the 1970s. 
• Street art: any graffiti that transcends name-based style, such as murals, stencils and stickers. 
 
“I also documented the specifics of each instance like colors, letters, medium and graffiti type,” said 
Mabie. “In the end, the three types of graffiti I specified had distinct geographies that likely reflect 
cultural undercurrents associated with each type.” 
 
Mabie said she was “pleasantly surprised” that her research paper, “Claiming Turf: The Spatial 
Distribution of Three Discrete Types of Graffiti/Street Art in Southeast Grand Rapids, Michigan,” 
received first place in the undergraduate student paper presentation category during the October 17 
AAG annual meeting. 
 
Mabie said her interest in this topic began long before attending college. While growing up in the 
southeast side of Grand Rapids, she saw graffiti in her surroundings and wanted to understand its 
meanings more thoroughly. 
 
“Out of general curiosity, I started researching graffiti culture and quickly became fascinated by the 
history and evolution of this uniquely urban form, as well as its many applications,” said Mabie. “There 
was also a lot of public misconceptions about graffiti. It was a situation where the more I learned, the 
more I wanted to know.” 
 
Mabie began her research while attending Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC) prior to being 
accepted to Grand Valley. During the summer of 2013, Mabie’s initial research at GRCC earned her the 
Geography Lives! Field Study Grant, which was established to provide promising GRCC geography 
students with funds to support geographic fieldwork. 
 
Mabie is currently diving deeper into her research with her senior thesis project. 
 
“The senior thesis is going to take the spatial distribution a step further and explore the cultural and 
demographic undertones of my study area, their change over time and how that relates to the spatial 
distribution of different graffiti types,” said Mabie. 
 
Roy Cole, professor of geography and planning at Grand Valley, assisted Mabie in writing her senior 
thesis research proposal and said her research is unique as it combines two fields of study that don’t 
normally go hand-in-hand. 
 
“I’ve never had a student with a similar topic,” said Cole. “What’s really interesting to me is her 
combination of art and science: analyzing artistic expression with the quantitative methods and the 
spatial science of the geographer.” 
 
Cole said Mabie could also be credited for combining a topic conventionally studied in anthropology – 
the study of signs and symbols – with geography – the study of phenomena in space and place over 
time. 
 
Mabie will present her senior thesis at the annual meeting of the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and 
Letters at Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan in March 2015 and the annual meeting of the 
AAG in Chicago in April 2015. 
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Student advertising competition to award internships 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University students are aiming to win the admiration of 
local advertising professionals during the fourth annual Yardsticks advertising competition. 
 
Yardsticks, a student advertising competition held in West Michigan, allows entrants to work as 
individuals or in groups to develop a marketing campaign for a local business. All competitors work from 
the same strategy brief and target audience profile provided by the selected client. This year students 
will develop a campaign for The Hotel Kitchen, which produces and sells various sauces under the 
direction of Josef Huber, chef for the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids. 
 
Submissions will be presented by students from multiple West Michigan colleges at the public event 
Thursday, October 30, at 7 p.m. in the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel’s Gerald R. Ford Presidential Ballroom. 
 
Creative directors, designers and marketing officers from various companies and organizations will 
attend the event as judges and to provide networking opportunities for students. 
 
Frank Blossom, coordinator of Yardsticks and affiliate professor of advertising and public relations at 
Grand Valley, said the judges will first review and critique all 30 entries during the October 30 event. 
Then, they will narrow the field down to the top 10 for a second round of presentations. After round 
two, the best four entries will receive awards and the opportunity to work as a team interning with The 
Hotel Kitchen and the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel while combining their individual campaigns into one 
idea. 
 
“Yardsticks provides something beyond the classroom: a chance to make something, get noticed, get 
nervous and present in front of peers and professionals,” said Blossom. “It’s something I and other 
advertising professionals wish we had when we were in school and it’s a launching pad for careers in 
advertising.” 
 
For more information, visit www.TheYardsticks.com. 
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GVSU New Music Ensemble teams with local dance company to celebrate modern music and dance 
 
KALAMAZOO, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s award-winning New Music Ensemble will join 
forces with the Kalamazoo-based Wellspring Dancers November 13-15 to perform multimedia works 
celebrating modern dance and music. 
 
“Orbit: Concert of Modern Dance/Modern Music” 
November 13 and 14 at 8 p.m. 
November 15 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Wellspring/Cori Terry and Dancers Theater 
359 S Kalamazoo Mall 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
 
“This is a unique performance because most of the music will be performed live,” said Bill Ryan, New 
Music Ensemble director and associate professor of music at Grand Valley. “Often times in dance 
performances the music used is prerecorded, or if there are live performers they are off stage and out of 
sight. In ‘Orbit’ the musicians will be on stage with the dancers, so the audience will get to hear and see 
all aspects of the production.” 
 
Cori Terry, Wellspring/Cori Terry and Dancers founder and artistic director, asked Ryan to compose a 
brand new musical selection for the performances. Ryan said he found inspiration for his new 
composition while taking his oldest child to college for the first time. 
 
“Cory approached her choreography to the piece through a very personal experience she had of losing 
her mother,” said Ryan. “While they may be based on different experiences, the work has a common 
thread of longing and bittersweet feelings that cast a subtle shadow over the work as a whole.” 
 
Terry said the Wellspring Dancers are excited to share the stage with the New Music Ensemble while 
performing this unique collaboration. 
 
“There is nothing like live music and dance together,” said Terry. “The energy, synergy and originality 
are so much more than two ensembles performing together. It’s more like creating a whole new world 
on stage. We are thrilled to join forces with Bill Ryan and his talented New Music Ensemble. Audiences 
should expect a thrilling ride into contemporary music and dance.” 
 
The nationally renowned New Music Ensemble promotes contemporary music with roots in jazz, rock, 
pop and minimalism. The ensemble has released three critically acclaimed recordings that have 
appeared on “best release lists” by The New York Times, Washington Post, LA Weekly and Time Out 
Chicago. The group has performed at the Bang On a Can Marathon in New York City, the College Music 
Society National Conference in Atlanta, New Music Detroit’s Strange Beautiful Music marathon, and at 
Carnegie Hall. 
 
Ryan said experiences like collaborating with the Wellspring Dancers gives his students a taste of the 
kind of work they can expect to encounter after graduating from Grand Valley. 
 
“I try to put my students in a variety of situations that they may find themselves in after school so they 
are better equipped to succeed,” said Ryan. “Working with dance is certainly one viable possibility for a 
musician. It’s also an opportunity for my students to see how a professional organization approaches a 
production, and creatively, it’s great for them to see how other artists can interpret the music they are 
realizing.” 
 
Wellspring/Cori Terry and Dancers is a 34-year-old modern dance company that has performed with 
many different music ensembles including Detroit Dance Collective, the Canvani String Quartet, Opus 21 
and Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, among others. 
 
Tickets: $20 adults; $18 seniors; $10 students, $5 youth ,12 and under. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, call Miller Ticketing at (269) 387-2300 or (800) 228-9858. To purchase tickets online, 
visit www.wellspringdance.org/pages/events.cfm. 
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MEDIA-GVSU Accountability Report shows strong performance 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s annual Accountability Report shows the university 
is attracting a record number of students while demonstrating exemplary results in graduation and 
retention rates. The report also shows the university continues to hold down tuition and administration 
costs while providing a significant economic impact to the region. 
 
The report, which tracks more than 40 measures of university performance and student outcomes, was 
released at its Nov. 7 Board of Trustees meeting in Allendale. 
 
Here are some highlights from the 8th annual report: 
 
- Grand Valley welcomed a record number of first-year students in the fall, bringing the total number of 
students to 25,094, hitting a major milestone for the university. 
- Grand Valley ranks in the top three of all public universities in Michigan for graduation rates, and 
fourth for retention. 
- The university was rewarded by the state legislature and the governor for a third year in a row with 
appropriations based on performance. 
- Tuition remains in the bottom half of all Michigan public universities, while receiving the lowest state 
funding per student. 
- The economic impact of Grand Valley on Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon counties is $730 million. 
 
The full 2014-15 Accountability Report can be viewed online here: gvsu.edu/accountability 
 
Other board items: 
- Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Seymour and Esther Padnos College of Engineering and Computing, told 
board members that enrollment in the college has grown by 29 percent in the last two years, which is in 
response to interest in the profession and industry demand for graduates in the STEM field. Engineering 
has seen significant growth of more than 39 percent. 
- The board approved a resolution for a name change for Covenant House Academy Muskegon to 
Muskegon Covenant Academy. 
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Sculpture of soldier to be dedicated at GVSU Veterans Day event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A bronze sculpture of a soldier and Grand Rapids native who was killed during 
the Vietnam War will be dedicated at a celebration of veterans at Grand Valley State University on 
Veterans Day, November 11. 
 
The artist, Edward Byrd, met the soldier, Dennis Lobbezoo, while working as a medical officer in 
Vietnam. Lobbezoo had a lasting impression on Byrd. About 45 years later, upon his retirement as a 
neurosurgeon, Byrd studied art and created a sculpture of him. 
 
Henry Matthews, director of Galleries and Collections, said Byrd contacted him because he wanted the 
statue to have a home in Grand Rapids; Byrd lives in South Carolina. “The statue is of Lobbezoo, but it 
represents all veterans,” Matthews said. “This piece will fit nicely at Grand Valley because it is of high 
quality and substance, and the university is committed to supporting military members and veterans.” 
 
Veterans Day Breakfast and Sculpture Dedication 
Tuesday, November 11 
7:30-9 a.m., DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Program: 8 a.m., Hager-Lubbers Exhibition Hall, building E, room 105  
Dedication: 8:30 a.m., Steelcase Library lobby, building A, room 104 
 
President Thomas J. Haas, Edward Byrd and Tim Lobbezoo — Dennis Lobbezoo’s nephew — will give 
remarks during the breakfast. Event attendees will include students, faculty and staff members who are 
current service members or veterans. 
 
The 27-inch-long, 14-inch-tall statue will be displayed in the lobby outside of the Steelcase Library in the 
DeVos Center of the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
“Bryd requested that we don’t encase the sculpture, so people can touch it, and that it be handicap 
accessible, so we kept that in mind when we built a custom pedestal for it,” said Matthews. 
 
Grand Valley provides support and resources for service members and veterans, including in-state 
tuition for veterans and active military members who are stationed in Michigan. The university is a 
member of the Consortium of Michigan Veteran Educators, a statewide network of institutions that 
works to support military members and veterans and ensure access to resources that can lead to 
employment. Grand Valley is also part of the “8 Keys to Veterans’ Success” initiative through the U.S. 
Departments of Education and Veterans Affairs. 
 
For more information about Grand Valley’s Student Veterans Network, visit www.gvsu.edu/veterans or 
read the Grand Valley Magazine story at http://gvsu.edu/s/L2. 
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Upcoming events focus on West Michigan Native Americans 
-- GVSU partners with community organization to document experiences 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Two events in November will focus on documenting the experiences of urban 
Native Americans in West Michigan. 
 
The project, “Gi-gikino’amaage-min: Defend Our History, Unlock Your Spirit,” is a partnership among 
Grand Valley State University’s Kutsche Office of Local History, Office of Multicultural Affairs, Special 
Collections and Archives and Native American Advisory Board. The project is funded, in part, by a grant 
from the Michigan Humanities Council, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
 
• A community history harvest is planned for Thursday, November 13, from 6-8 p.m. at the 
Nattawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi Northern Health Center, 311 State St. in Grand Rapids. 
 
The organizers encourage community members to come, share their thoughts, and help shape the 
future direction of this project which is now in its planning stages. Refreshments will be served. 
 
• A campus dialogue is set for Wednesday, November 19, from 6-8 p.m. in the Mary Idema Pew Library 
Learning and Information Commons. The goal of this event is to increase awareness about the 
importance of the urban Native experience in Michigan. It is free and open to the public. 
 
Belinda Bardwell, who is coordinating the project, said many Native Americans were impacted by the 
Urban Relocation Program in the last half of the 20th century, one of the largest movements of Indians 
in American history.  “It is a group effort leading this project and our intent is to serve the urban Native 
population and to create something that they can own and have pride in,” she said. 
 
For more information, visit the Kutsche Office website at www.gvsu.edu/kutsche. 
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UPDATED Location: GVSU will open health professions satellite program in Traverse City 
 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. — Grand Valley State University will expand its Master’s of Physician Assistant 
Studies program by opening a satellite location in Traverse City. 
 
Grand Valley administrators and faculty members will celebrate this addition at the Hagerty Center in 
Traverse City during a November 11 ribbon-cutting ceremony. (Media note: this is an updated 
location.) 
 
It is the first Physician Assistant Studies program in Michigan that has been accredited to offer a satellite 
program. 
 
•• Media members are welcome to attend the event: 
Tuesday, November 11, from 4-7 p.m. at the Hagerty Center, 715 E. Front St., Traverse City. 
Remarks will be made at 4:30 p.m. by Timothy Nelson, president of Northwestern Michigan College; Roy 
Olsson, dean of Grand Valley’s College of Health Professions; Dr. Rob Smith, medical director of Munson 
Medical Center’s Emergency Department; and PAS faculty members Andrew Booth and Theresa Bacon-
Baguley. 
 
Grand Valley will open the satellite PAS program in the 2015 fall semester. Booth, chair of the MPAS 
department, said 12 students will be admitted in a cohort. Students in the master’s level program in 
Traverse City will interact daily with their counterparts at Grand Valley’s Cook-DeVos Center for Health 
Sciences in Grand Rapids through the use of ITV, a remote site classroom video system. 
 
Olsson said adding the satellite program allows Grand Valley to enroll more students in the program 
overall, as students in Traverse City will spend their clinical year in northern Michigan health care 
facilities. 
 
“One of our goals with this satellite program was to place more physician assistant graduates in jobs in 
northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula,” Olsson said. “Educating students who complete their 
education and clinical experiences in northern Michigan should lead to more graduates staying in that 
area.” 
 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for Health at Grand Valley, said expanding the university’s collaborative 
partnerships meets the needs of area residents. “We are delighted to participate in the development of 
a health care workforce with expertise in population health, team-based care, and primary health care,” 
Nagelkerk said. 
 
Grand Valley’s MPAS program has a proven track record; 100 percent of students in the last three 
cohorts to take the national licensure exam have passed on their first attempt, and the program has an 
overall first time pass rate of 98.6 percent since its inception in 1995.   
 
For more information about the program, visit www.gvsu.edu/pas/.  
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Susan Ford Bales to discuss education of her parents 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Susan Ford Bales will explain what education was like for her parents, 
President Gerald R. Ford and Betty Ford, as part of Grand Valley State University’s College of Education 
50th Anniversary Golden Lecture Series. 
 
The lecture will include discussion on President Ford’s signing of the Education for All Handicapped 
Children Act in 1975, which provided equal access to education for children with physical and mental 
disabilities. The event will also feature Hendrik Booraem, author of “Young Jerry Ford.” 
 
“The Education of Gerald R. Ford” with Susan Ford Bales 
November 18 
5:30 p.m. open reception 
6:30 p.m. lecture 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center 
GVSU Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The 50th Anniversary Golden Lecture Series celebrates 50 years of quality teacher preparation programs 
in the College of Education. All events in the series will focus on the theme, “reflections and 
predictions,” which will explore the past and look toward the future of education. 
 
The next event, “The State of Education in Michigan,” will be held February 10 and feature state 
Superintendent Mike P. Flanagan and a panel of West Michigan administrators. 
 
For more details on upcoming events in the series, visit www.gvsu.edu/coe/50th. 
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Pinckney [Portage] native joins national network of fellows 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Two Grand Valley State University engineering students have been chosen to be 
fellows by the National Center for Engineering Pathways to Innovation, a national network of students 
who work to ensure their peers gain knowledge and skills required to join the workforce. 
 
Leah Bauer, from Pinckney, and Kathryn Christopher, from Portage, join a network of 168 fellows from 85 
schools across the country. The program empowers student leaders to increase campus engagement with 
entrepreneurship, creativity and design thinking creation. 
 
Christopher said J. Kevin McCurren, executive director of the Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, 
encouraged her and Bauer to apply for the program. The students met McCurren through work on their 
medical device start-up company, Fluition, which won the Masco undergraduate prize at the Michigan 
Collegiate Innovation Prize in February 2014. 
 
Upon acceptance as a fellow, the fourth-year students, who are majoring in product design and 
manufacturing engineering, completed a six-week training course that included studying entrepreneurial 
ecosystems and formulating actions plans to implement innovation at Grand Valley. 
 
“Our plan is to help connect the biomedical sciences and engineering colleges to help bring existing 
problems in the medical field to the attention of student engineers who can solve them,” said Christopher. 
 
Bauer said students across the country will have the opportunity to learn from each other by attending 
conferences and events, and meeting with leaders in their industry. 
 
Bauer and Christopher are sponsored by McCurren and John Farris, professor of biomedical and product 
design and manufacturing engineering. 
 
The National Center for Engineering Pathways to Innovation program is run by Epicenter, which is funded 
by the National Science Foundation and directed by Stanford University and VentureWell. 
 
For more information, contact Leah Bauer at bauerle@mail.gvsu.edu. [Christopher can be reached at 
chriskat@mail.gvsu.edu.] 
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Cancer and stem cells are focus of annual Genetic Update Conference 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Basic concepts of human cancer, stem cells and human tissue engineering will be 
the primary focuses of the 11th annual Genetic Update Conference taking place November 10 from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. on the Grand Valley State University Allendale Campus. 
 
Margo Dill, Regional Math and Science Center program director, said the conference, taking place in the 
Kirkhof Center Grand River Room, aims to inform high school students and their teachers about the 
rapidly evolving advancements and careers in medicine and genetics research. 
 
Sam Rhine, annual keynote speaker for the conference and medical physician, will give multiple lectures 
discussing medical advances and social issues in the realm of genetics. 
 
“Although some of Dr. Rhine’s topics are sometimes mentioned by the mainstream media sources, most 
of what you hear and understand from his lectures is work that he has gleamed from countless medical 
journals, technical research papers, colleagues and friends, and medical conferences,” said Dill. “He has 
a very concise way of synthesizing this information into something that is very exciting and 
understandable for the public.” 
 
Dill said the conference is a way for students to learn about advances in medicine and engage them to 
become more motivated to pursue these medical fields as possible career choices. 
 
Rhine has traveled the globe for more than 30 years presenting the latest genetic information to high 
school students and their teachers. 
 
Registration is required for the conference. For more information and to register, visit 
www.samrhine.com and click on Schedule. 
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GVSU will name LGBT Resource Center for founding director 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley State University community will celebrate the life and legacy of 
the founder of the LGBT Resource Center during a ceremony that will name the center in his honor. 
 
The Milton E. Ford LGBT Resource Center will be dedicated during an event set for Monday, November 
10, from 5-7 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 1161. 
 
Remarks will be made at 5:30 p.m. by President Thomas J. Haas; Provost Gayle R. Davis; Wendy Wenner, 
interim director of the Division of Inclusion and Equity; Colette Seguin Beighley, director of the LGBT 
Resource Center; and Gary Van Harn, Ford’s partner. 
 
Ford died in March following a lengthy battle with cancer. He was 72 and served as professor of English 
and liberal studies for more than 40 years. 
 
Seguin Beighley said Ford had a positive impact on students during his four decades on campus. 
 
“These relationships are the hallmark of Milt’s legacy on our campus,” Seguin Beighley said. “Most of his 
accomplishments were done quietly, patiently and behind the scenes, including the creation of the LGBT 
Resource Center.” 
 
The center opened its doors in the Kirkhof Center in 2008. At the time, Ford said the office space 
represented important progress for the university to recognize a need for students to feel comfortable 
and for everyone to be treated equally. 
 
The ceremony is open to the public; RSVP by sending an email to HonoringMiltFord@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU to host hundreds at Midwest Quidditch Championship 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — From November 8-9, Grand Valley State University will be the site of flying 
broomsticks, ring-shaped goal posts and a golden snitch. 
 
It will all be part of the Midwest Quidditch Regional Championship, when nearly 600 students will come 
together to compete to qualify for the U.S. Quidditch World Cup in South Carolina in April. 
 
About 30 teams, including the Grand Valley Grindylows, from 12 states will participate in the two-day 
competition. Matches will take place from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Outdoor and Intramural Fields on the 
Allendale Campus. Spectators and media are welcome; admission is free. 
 
Real-life Quidditch is an adaptation of the fictional sport created by J.K. Rowling in her “Harry Potter” 
series. A Quidditch match includes seven players: three chasers, two beaters, a keeper and a seeker. 
 
The tournament is organized by the Office of Student Life at Grand Valley and West Michigan Sports 
Commission.  
 
For more information, contact Eric Garvelink, club sports coordinator for Student Life at Grand Valley, at 
garveler@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-2345. Learn more about the tournament at 
www.usquidditch.org/about/Midwest-RC. 
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Buy/sell business conference held at GVSU 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — A team of experts will discuss the many aspects of purchasing or selling a 
business, as part of a business conference at Grand Valley State University’s Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center (MAREC) in Muskegon.  
 
The Michigan Small Business Development Center, located in Grand Valley’s Seidman College of 
Business, is sponsoring the “How to Buy or Sell a Business Conference,” designed for business owners, 
accountants, attorneys, business brokers, financial planners, CEOs and CFOs. 
 
How to Buy or Sell a Business 
November 19 
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon 
$25 registration fee 
 
The conference will open with a panel discussion of business buyers, sellers and experienced 
professionals who will discuss specific challenges of buying and selling a business. “Activity in the area of 
business acquisitions is increasing,” said Dante Villarreal, regional director at the Small Business 
Development Center. “This conference will provide attendees with the knowledge and tools to pursue 
their goals.” 
 
To register for the conference, call (616) 331-7370 or visit www.sbdcmichigan.org/events. 
 
Entrepreneurs and small business owners may access the services of their nearest Michigan SBDC by 
calling (616) 331-7480 or visiting www.SBDCMichigan.org. 
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GVSU Theatre presents "The Women of Lockerbie" 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University theater students will take the stage November 7-16 
to present an award-winning play that analyzes how love and compassion overcome hate and grief in 
the midst of a tragic plane crash in 1988 that killed more than 250 people in Scotland. 
 
Theatre at Grand Valley presents “The Women of Lockerbie” 
Written by Deborah Brevoort 
Directed by Kiara Pipino 
November 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
November 9, 16 at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
On December 21, 1988, Pan Am flight 103 exploded mid-air above Lockerbie, Scotland, killing all 259 
passengers on board and another 11 people on the ground. “The Women of Lockerbie” follows an 
American mother looking for any remains of her son killed in the terrorist bombing. She meets the 
women of Lockerbie who are gathering the clothing of those engulfed in the tragedy. After a U.S. 
government official resists their efforts to give the washed clothing to the American families, love and 
compassion overcome hate. 
 
“It is a very touching piece,” said Kiara Pipino, director and visiting professor of theatre at Grand Valley. 
“It is poetic and at the same time it really explores the human nature and feelings of people who have 
gone through possibly the most terrible event in their lives.” 
 
Audience members and the cast are invited to join Deborah Brevoort, author of “The Women of 
Lockerbie,” as she discusses the play following the opening night performance November 7. Brevoort 
will also be speaking with students during select classes on the Allendale Campus November 6. 
 
Tickets: $12 adults, $10 seniors, $6 students and group rate (10 or more). 
 
For more information, contact the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/theatre. 
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Farm to table: produce grown at GVSU now served on campus 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Students, faculty and staff members at Grand Valley State University are adding a 
Laker flavor to the farm-to-table concept. 
 
In a new partnership between the Office of Sustainability Practices and Campus Dining, produce grown on 
campus is now being incorporated into meals served on campus. 
 
Herbs and vegetables are grown, harvested and packaged at Grand Valley’s Sustainable Agriculture Project 
(SAP), a hands-on farming space that allows students, faculty and staff members to learn about sustainable 
agriculture. Then, the produce is purchased, prepared and served at Engrained, a campus restaurant 
located in The Connection on the Allendale Campus. 
 
“The produce is grown less than a few miles from the restaurant where it’s being prepared and served,” 
said Dave Feenstra, project manager for the Sustainable Agriculture Project. “It’s a beneficial collaboration 
that exposes students to where food comes from.” 
 
Before the produce could be sold and served, a food risk safety assessment through the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development had to be completed, which included inspections of 
equipment and procedures at SAP. Feenstra said students and staff members who harvest the produce 
completed an extensive training program to learn about food safety. 
 
Aaron Johnson, food services director for The Connection and sustainability manager for Campus Dining, 
said the collaboration began about two years ago. “The partnership aligns with Grand Valley’s 
commitment to sustainability. It fosters education and community engagement among members of the 
campus community,” he said. 
 
Watch produce make the journey from farm to table: http://gvsu.edu/s/KT 
 
SAP is a collaborative space that was established in 2008 and includes two hoophouses used for fall and 
winter vegetable production and a community supported agriculture program (CSA). Support is provided 
by Farm Club members, faculty and staff members and a team of student interns. 
 
For more information, contact Dave Feenstra at feenstrd@gvsu.edu or Aaron Johnson at 
johnsaar@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU Heroes Day will salute veterans 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Veterans and first responders will be recognized as part of the second annual 
Heroes Day at Grand Valley State University, November 8, before the Laker Football team takes on the 
Tiffin Dragons. 
 
The event, sponsored by Grand Valley Athletics and WGVU Engage, will include several family friendly 
activities from 1-4 p.m. in the Kelly Family Sports Center on the Allendale Campus, as well as 
performances by the GVSU Laker Marching Band and the GVSU Cheer Team. 
 
Participants can see military displays, vehicles and a medal of honor tribute; explore the LZ Michigan 
Vietnam Big Map; view a screening of “Navy SEALs: Their Untold Story;” and meet the Cat in the Hat 
from PBS Kids. 
 
Other sponsors include Spartan/Nash; Uniform Color Company; Rowerdink, Inc; PBS Stories of Service 
and We Are Veterans. 
 
For more information about the event, visit www.wgvu.org/veteranssalute or contact Timothy Eernisse 
at eernisst@gvsu.edu.    
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GVSU Dance Company students prepare for final bow during senior recital 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Graduating members of the Grand Valley State University Dance Company are 
choreographing some of their final collegiate performances to showcase during their senior dance 
recital, “Existence.” 
 
“Senior Dance Concert: Existence” 
November 14 and 15 at 7 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center, room 1600, Allendale Campus 
 
Five senior dance students have been collaborating to choreograph solo performances featuring 
themselves, as well as one group piece featuring fellow dance students. Seniors Shelby Chambers, 
Charlie Clark, Shelby Gigliotti, Audrey Holt and Dan Wentworth will be the featured senior 
choreographers for “Existence.” 
 
“We decided all the details of the show as a group to try to make sure no one feels singled out,” Holt 
said. “Each person’s opinion is as valued as the next. We’ve been a strong group of friends since the 
start of our time at GVSU and that strong friendship has backed us up during this crazy semester.” 
 
Each student choreographer found inspiration from various sources for their individual pieces, and Holt 
specifically found her inspiration from athletic movements. 
 
“The dancers have a sense of struggle throughout the piece, which I attempted to reflect with quick, 
sporadic movement,” Holt said. 
 
Holt said because each senior aimed to maintain their own personal aesthetics in their performances, 
audience members may find themselves reacting to different emotions, including stress, relief, struggle 
and happiness. 
 
“Each piece uses different concepts and movement qualities to evoke different emotions within the 
audience,” Holt said. “People should expect to be surprised by the talent of the choreographers and the 
dancers.” 
 
As seniors, Holt said these performances will be bittersweet and filled with intense emotions. 
 
“I feel like this show, that I’ve been anticipating since my freshman year, came a lot quicker than I had 
expected,” Holt said. “It’s hard to believe that all of this work over the years, and especially this 
semester, will soon be done. It’s also very unreal to think that this is the last time some of my fellow 
students and I will perform together on stage. We’re all set out for different paths from here on out.” 
 
The November 15 performance will close with a celebratory banquet located in the Performing Arts 
Center room 1515. 
 
For more information, contact Audrey Holt at holta@mail.gvsu.edu. 
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Funds raised at Battle of the Valleys will go to new children’s fund 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University and Saginaw Valley State University will compete in 
the 12th annual Battle of the Valleys from November 9-15 to raise the most donations for a selected 
organization. 
 
This year, Grand Valley will raise donations for The Grand Valley Children’s Fund, a fund established to 
assist Grand Valley students and local non-profits who work with children. 
 
The idea for the fund came from a meeting with student leaders after last year’s BOTV, said Student 
Senate President Andrew Plague. 
 
“We wanted to create an ongoing fund that is funded by students for students and supports local 
organizations, which is where we can make the biggest impact,” Plague said. “An example is if a student 
is student teaching at a local school and notices that many of the students don’t have mittens, he or she 
can apply for a grant from the Children’s Fund. Its purpose to help children in a variety of ways.” 
 
Plague said the grant process includes an application that is reviewed by a committee, which includes 
students, Student Senators and staff members, then is voted on.  
 
The university that raises the most money will be announced at halftime during the Grand Valley vs. 
Saginaw Valley football game November 15 at University Center in Saginaw. 
 
A variety of events will take place throughout the week at Grand Valley, including a weeklong, $10 BOTV 
T-shirt sale, $5 scavenger hunt and Student Organization Challenge. Learn more at 
www.gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleys. 
 
Monday, November 10, 7 p.m., Kirkhof Center: A Capella Competition 
 
Tuesday, November 11, 9 p.m., Kirkhof Center: GV’s Got Talent and Mystery Box Auction, $1 per person 
 
Wednesday, November 12, 7 p.m., Robinson Field: Bonfire 
 
Thursday, November 13, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Kirkhof Center lobby: Mystery Box Sale, $5 each 
 
Friday, November 14, 1 p.m., Kirkhof Center lounge: UBS Fashion Show, $1 raffle tickets 
 
Since Battle of the Valleys began in 2003, Grand Valley and Saginaw Valley have raised more than 
$390,000 in support of organizations like the Make-a-Wish Foundation, Student Advancement 
Foundation, Boys & Girls Club of Saginaw County, United Way and S.P.O.R.T.S. (Students Providing 
Opportunities and Recreation Through Sports). 
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GVSU named a “Best for Vets” school 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named a “Best for Vets” college by the 
national news outlet Military Times. 
 
Grand Valley joins 140 colleges and universities throughout the country that are included on the 2015 
list. The ranking is based on an evaluation of the many factors that make an organization a good fit for 
service members, veterans and their families. It is also based on an assessment of success rates of 
veterans and military students.  
 
The ranking was compiled from a survey submitted by each institution of services, resources, and 
financial incentives offered to military members and student veterans, and information from the U.S. 
Department of Education, including academic success measures.  
 
The ranking is published in a variety of publications, including the Military Times EDGE magazine. Learn 
more at www.militarytimes.com/bestforvets-colleges2015. 
 
Grand Valley provides support and resources for service members and veterans, including in-state 
tuition for veterans and active military members who are stationed in Michigan. The university is a 
member of the Consortium of Michigan Veteran Educators, a statewide network of institutions that 
works to support military members and veterans and ensure access to resources that can lead to 
employment. Grand Valley is also part of the “8 Keys to Veterans’ Success” initiative through the U.S. 
Departments of Education and Veterans Affairs. 
 
Learn more about Grand Valley’s Student Veterans Network at www.gvsu.edu/veterans or 
http://gvsu.edu/s/L2. 
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Grand Valley State University December 2014 Arts Events Tip Sheet 
 
Fall Arts Celebration 
Holiday Celebration 
“The Many Moods of Christmas: Celebrating the Traditional Music of the Holidays” 
December 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids 
Free admission and open to the public 
Falls Arts Celebration concludes with the University Arts Chorale and the Jenison High School Chamber 
Singers joining Grand Valley Department of Music and Dance faculty and guests for a special 
performance of Robert Shaw’s “The Many Moods of Christmas.” Fountain Street Church was selected 
for its superb acoustics and central location for Grand Valley’s holiday gift performance to the West 
Michigan community. Traditional Christmas carols will be sung with music from composers like Handel, 
Bizet and Bach. For more information on Fall Arts Celebration, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call (616) 
331-2185. 
 
==================================================================================== 
 
Arts at Noon Series 
 
The 37th season of Grand Valley State University Arts at Noon series features seven concerts ranging 
from the world-renowned early music ensemble Rebel to the award-winning Donald Sinta Quartet. All of 
the Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center, begin at noon, and last 
approximately one hour. The concerts are free and open to the public 
 
Wednesday, December 3 - Holiday Music for Brass Quintet 
In what has become an annual tradition, the GVSU Brass Quintet presents “Holiday Music for Brass 
Quintet.” Come and listen to the wondrous sounds of holiday music arranged for brass. GVSU faculty 
members Richard Stoelzel and Jeff Lewandowski, trumpet; Richard Britsch, horn; Mark Williams, 
trombone; and Paul Carlson, tuba, will bring joy to the holiday season. For more information about the 
Arts at Noon series, visit http://gvsu.edu/music/arts-at-noon-197.htm. 
 
===================================================================================== 
 
Choral Concert 
December 3 
7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
University Singers conducted by Shirley Lemon; Select Women’s Ensemble and Cantate Chamber 
Ensemble conducted by Ellen Pool. Open to the public. Free admission. For more information, please call 
(616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Varsity Men 
December 6 
3 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Charles Norris, professor of music at Grand Valley, conducts Varsity Men. Open to the public. Free 
admission. For more information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Fall Dance Concert 
December 6 
7-8:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Open to the public. Free admission. For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
 
Fall Dance Concert 
December 7 
2-3:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Open to the public. Free admission. For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/dance. 
 
Open Tower and Holiday Music for Carillon 
December 9 
1:30-3 p.m. 
Cook Carillon Plaza, Allendale Campus 
Open Tower and Holiday Music performance by Grand Valley State University Carillonneur Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard. Concert is free and open to the public. For more information, call (616) 331-3484. 
 
Annual Christmas Eve Carillon Concert 
December 24 
9:30 p.m. 
Lacks International Plaza, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Annual Christmas Eve Carillon Concert on the Beckering Family Carillon featuring Julianne Vanden 
Wyngaard, university carillonneur. Free admission. Open to the public. Free concert parking available in 
DeVos and Winter lots. For more information, please call (616) 331-3484. 
 
===================================================================================== 
 
School of Communications Photography Senior Thesis Exhibition 
Arts Center, Allendale November 17 - December 5. 
GVSU Art Gallery, Room 1121, Performing Campus 
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Kent Career Tech Center program preps health professions students for college 
-- Partnership between GVSU, Kent Career Tech Center began 10 years ago 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Kyra Hull arrived at Grand Valley with a full resume that highlighted her 
experience in health professions. 
 
For example, the sophomore biomedical sciences major had already earned certifications in phlebotomy 
and CPR; completed a summer internship in the labs and product development areas of Ranir, a 
manufacturer of health care products; and completed a FEMA disaster training exercise. 
 
Most of those highlights came through Hull’s participation in Kent Career Tech Center’s Health Sciences 
Early College Academy. As a high school junior and senior at Forest Hills Eastern, Hull took health 
professions courses at Grand Valley’s Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences and through Ferris State 
University. 
 
“Having that hands-on experience makes me different from other students and helps me to stand out,” 
said Hull, who is also a member of the Laker track and field team. “Having that knowledge through 
interactive learning really prepared me for college.” 
 
Instructor Russell Wallsteadt recalled one of Hull’s research projects, a family history to track the 
possibility of diabetes among her relatives and identify those at a greater risk for developing the disease. 
“It was amazing work that impressed some Grand Valley faculty members,” he said. 
 
About 40 high school students attend the Early College Academy each year; the partnership between 
Grand Valley and the Career Tech Center dates back a decade. Of that total, Wallsteadt said about 20 
students matriculate to Grand Valley. The program’s college placement rate overall is 98 percent. 
 
Hull said during her senior year, she took respiratory therapy classes through the Career Tech Center’s 
partnership with Ferris State. 
 
For more information about the Health Sciences Early College Academy, visit www.thetechcenter.org. 
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Fall Science Update to celebrate past, present and future of science education 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Teachers from districts across Michigan will gather November 19 to expand 
their teaching knowledge and strategies surrounding K-12 sciences during the 30th annual Fall Science 
Update at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The conference, sponsored by Grand Valley’s Regional Math and Science Center, takes place from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Eberhard Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
During the Fall Science Update, area K-12 teachers will experience multiple breakout sessions on various 
science topics and pedagogy. The sessions will provide information about teaching strategies for K-12 
teachers in biology, chemistry, earth science, environmental science, geology, physical science and 
engineering. Some sessions will also feature best practices teaching techniques as well as technology 
tools for the classroom. 
 
Larry Fegel, Fall Science Update keynote speaker and former affiliate professor of geology at Grand 
Valley, will focus his presentation on this year’s theme, “Celebrating Science Education: Past, Present, 
Future.” His session will explore the teaching of science over the past 40 years, while identifying the 
accepted “norms” for science education as well as recognizing quality teaching and learning. 
 
Recently retired from Grand Valley’s Geology Department, Fegel’s career in K-16 education spanned 
more than 40 years. Graduating from Grand Valley in 1973 with degrees in earth science, biology and 
education, Fegel has also earned his Master of Science in Fisheries and Wildlife from Michigan State 
University. He spent subsequent years teaching in the GRPS system as an elementary and secondary 
teacher, director of Outdoor Education and Science Curriculum, and assistant superintendent for 
Teaching and Learning for West Ottawa Public School District. 
 
Registration is required for the 2014 Fall Science Update. To register, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/KV. 
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Film starring GVSU faculty premiering to West Michigan audiences 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A new feature film involving cast and crewmembers with Grand Valley State 
University ties is set to premiere November 12 in Grand Rapids. 
 
“Pilot Error,” inspired by the true story of a French jetliner missing in the Atlantic Ocean for nearly two 
years, stars Kate Thomsen, adjunct professor of theater at Grand Valley. Thomsen plays Nicola Wilson, a 
woman determined to find out how and why a jet on route from South America to Paris disappeared in 
the Atlantic, taking her close friend and more than 200 other passengers with it. As Nicola dives into the 
mystery, she puts her job, friends and livelihood at risk. 
 
The film is set to premiere Wednesday, November 12, at 6:45 p.m. at Celebration Cinemas North in 
Grand Rapids and at Cinema Carousel in Muskegon at 8 p.m. 
 
Other members of the Grand Valley community were also involved in “Pilot Error,” including Shelley 
Irwin, host and producer of “The WGVU Morning Show with Shelley Irwin,” who plays a television 
reporter, and alumna Jacqui Bernhardt, ’14, who filled the roles of marketing director and extras 
coordinator. 
 
“Pilot Error” filmed in various locations across Michigan, including Grand Valley’s Robert B. Annis Water 
Resources Institute, Saugatuck, Grand Rapids, Grand Haven, Ann Arbor, Muskegon and Ypsilanti, among 
others. 
 
Based on five years of research and interviews with more than 100 pilots, producer Roger Rapoport’s 
script showcases the fate of pilots kept in the dark about failed automation. Rapoport said the goal of 
the film is to encourage more hands-on training for pilots as opposed to relying on automation. 
 
“Pilot Error” is also set for multiple showings at various movie theaters across Michigan. For a full list of 
theaters and to watch the film's trailer, visit www.pilot-errormovie.com. 
 
For more information, contact Roger Rapoport at (231) 730-0930 or rogerdrapoport@me.com. 
  
For Immediate Release 
November 11, 2014 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Universal Forest Products leadership team to speak at GVSU 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Three members of the leadership team at Universal Forest Products in Grand 
Rapids will talk about “Business Lessons Learned” during the Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture 
sponsored by the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The November 19 event will feature William G. Currie, chairman of the board; Matthew J. Missad, chief 
executive officer; and Peter F. Secchia, retired chairman of the board. The breakfast lecture is free and 
open to the public. Registration is required at www.gvsu.edu/business. 
 
Founded in 1955, Universal Forest Products is the nation’s leading manufacturer and distributor of wood 
and wood-alternative products. With facilities throughout North America, the company delivers a wide 
variety of products to nationwide retailers that cater to both consumers and contractors. Universal 
Forest Products is a holding company that provides capital, management and administrative resources 
to subsidiaries that design, manufacture and market wood and wood-alternative products for the retail, 
construction and industrial markets. 
 
Universal Forest Products - “Business Lessons Learned” 
November 19 
7:30 a.m. breakfast 
8 a.m. lecture 
L. William Seidman Center, Grand Rapids 
 
• Currie joined Universal in 1971. He was president from 1983 to 1990, and president and chief 
executive officer of The Universal Companies, Inc. from 1989 until the 1993 merger to form Universal 
Forest Products, Inc. In 2000, he also became vice chairman of the board of the company and in 2006 
was appointed executive chairman of the board. He retired from full-time employment at the company 
in 2009, retaining his position as board chairman. 
 
• Missad has been employed by Universal since 1985. He served as general counsel and secretary from 
1987 to July 2011 and also held the position of executive vice president from 1996 until July 2011, when 
he was named the fifth CEO in the history of Universal Forest Products, Inc. 
 
• Secchia, now retired, served as chairman of the board of Universal Forest Products. He has also served 
as ambassador to the Republic of Italy and is currently engaged in several community and civic activities. 
 
For more information, contact the Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100. 
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MEDIA-New Johnson Center report shows $100 million increase in Kent County giving 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A new report from the Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State 
University shows that charitable giving in Kent County increased by more than $100 million in 2012, the 
last year in which comprehensive data is available, and may pass the $1 billion mark in 2013 or 2014. 
 
The Estimate of Charitable Giving in Kent County report indicates that in 2012, donors of all types in 
Kent County gave a total of $947.25 million, which is a substantial increase of more than $100 million 
from the 2011 total. 
 
Of the total, Johnson Center researchers determined that almost 65 percent of donations came from 
individuals, while foundations contributed about 26 percent. In fact, the data shows that Kent County is 
exceptionally generous compared to the rest of the state. While only 6 percent of all Michigan 
households are located in Kent County, individuals in the county contributed 10 percent of Michigan’s 
total estimated individual giving in 2012. Foundations in Kent County follow the same trend, 
contributing a much higher percentage of total giving (26 percent) than foundations nationwide (14 
percent). 
 
“Kent County continues to give almost twice as much through foundations as the national average, and 
individual giving rebounded after a decline in 2011, but is still not quite back to pre-recession levels,” 
said Michael Moody, the Johnson Center’s Frey Foundation Chair for Family Philanthropy. “Tracking all 
of these trends over time gives us a clearer picture of the dynamics of giving in the community, leveling 
out year-to-year variations that naturally occur. We hope the data on giving trends help both donors 
and grantees understand the nature of philanthropy in Kent County.” 
 
Researchers say if trends continue when data for 2013 and 2014 become available, total county giving 
levels could pass the $1 billion mark. 
 
2012 giving was broken down by source: 
- Individuals gave $614.07 million 
- Bequests made up $37.35 million 
- Foundations gave $244.78 million 
- Corporations contributed $51.05 million. 
 
Total giving was up in each of those segments compared to 2011, but individual giving in 2012 remained 
about $11 million below peak 2010 levels. 
 
Foundation giving in Kent County is significant, and increased dramatically (32.9 percent) compared to 
national foundation giving (4.4 percent). A large portion of total foundation giving in the county comes 
from several large foundations. For example, the 2012 annual giving by five foundations created by one 
extended family accounted for 47.5 percent of Kent County’s total foundation giving. 
 
The estimate includes giving by donors located in Kent County. It does not analyze how much of that 
giving is distributed inside vs. outside Kent County. 
 
A full copy of the report is available for download here, and will be posted publicly to JohnsonCenter.org 
later today. 
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Current business trends: Strength of September continues in October 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The greater Grand Rapids industrial economy continues to experience modest 
growth, according to results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of Supply 
Management Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of October. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, remained significantly positive at +26, 
down slightly from +27 reported last month, and up convincingly from +9 in August. The production 
index came in at +23, lower than the +29 reported last month, but still strong. The index of purchases 
edged up to +20 from +14. The employment index, which had risen to a three-year high of +34, 
retreated to +25, with many firms saying they are unable to locate qualified workers. 
 
“The office furniture business is now seeing stronger sales,” said Long. “Mike Dunlap’s (Dunlap & 
Associates in Holland) October survey reports an index of 57.58, the strongest the index has been since 
July 2007. This compares with an all-time record of 59.72 in the July 2005 report.” 
 
Long said the fall uptick is now in full swing for the capital equipment firms, with some firms rushing to 
make capital investments before the end of the year because of budget and tax considerations. He said 
industrial distributors were generally positive and the boom continues for most area auto parts 
producers. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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Media opportunity: Michigan Instruments to donate 'test lungs' to GVSU 
-- High-tech respiratory units have software from Atomic Object 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Students in nursing and health professions programs at Grand Valley State 
University will have opportunities to learn respiratory care using state-of-the-art training and test lung 
(TTL) devices donated by a company that developed the “Michigan Lung.” 
 
Michigan Instruments Inc., based in Grand Rapids, plans to donate two respiratory simulation units to 
Grand Valley. Joe Baldwin, president of the medical equipment manufacturing company, said the units 
will provide students with real-time data, measurements and responses that simulate those of a 
respiratory patient. 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Michigan Instruments officials will present Grand Valley faculty members and students 
with the devices on Friday, November 21, at the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences, 301 Michigan 
St. NE in Grand Rapids. Media members are welcome to cover the event, which will take place in the 
Simulation Center at 10 a.m. 
 
“It is our privilege to provide the latest advancements in training and test lung products to Grand Valley 
State University,” Baldwin said. “Our Michigan Lung is recognized worldwide and we are fortunate to 
work with Grand Valley to ensure students in West Michigan are able to receive the best possible 
training.” 
 
Atomic Object, a software development and web firm, was hired by Michigan Instruments to create 
cutting-edge software — Pnue View 3 — for the TTL devices. Atomic Object co-founder Carl Erickson left 
an academic career at Grand Valley to start Atomic Object. Many of the company’s Grand Rapids staff 
members have Grand Valley degrees. 
 
Michael W. Wambach, chair of the Allied Health Sciences Department at Grand Valley, said this donation 
will be put to use almost immediately by students and faculty members in nursing, physician assistant 
studies, and respiratory therapy. 
 
“These Michigan Instruments products reproduce the movement of lungs in normal and abnormal 
states,” Wambach said. “Faculty will be better able to simulate different pulmonary disease states with 
varying amounts of lung stiffness and changes in airway resistance to gas movement.” 
 
The donation will also reach Grand Valley students who are enrolled in the respiratory therapy program 
at Muskegon Community College as the program is a collaborative effort between Grand Valley and 
MCC. 
 
The Michigan Lung is regarded as the most versatile, reliable training and test lung on the market. 
Baldwin said the software updates by Atomic Object allow for hundreds of simulated patient scenarios. 
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Holiday Celebration concludes GVSU Fall Arts Celebration 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Falls Arts Celebration at Grand Valley State University concludes with the 
University Arts Chorale and the Jenison High School Chamber Singers joining Department of Music and 
Dance faculty and guests for a special performance of Robert Shaw’s “The Many Moods of Christmas.” 
 
The concert, Grand Valley’s holiday gift performance to the West Michigan community, will feature 
traditional Christmas carols, with music from composers like Handel, Bizet and Bach. The December 8 
event will take place at Fountain Street Church and is free and open to the public. Seating is limited. 
 
“This is a unique performance opportunity as “The Many Moods” are almost never performed in their 
entirety. It will be amazingly popular with those who attend,” said Danny Phipps, chair of Music and 
Dance at Grand Valley. 
 
“The Many Moods of Christmas: Celebrating the Traditional Music of the Holidays” 
December 8 
7:30 p.m. 
Fountain Street Church 
24 Fountain St. NE, Grand Rapids 
Free and open to the public 
 
“The Many Moods of Christmas” was created with collaborator Robert Russell Bennett in 1963 for a 
special RCA Victor recording release that same year. Combining the ageless music of 18 of the most 
traditional carols with well-loved holiday melodies, the talented duo constructed an oratorio-like iconic 
masterpiece that strings together tune after tune like pearls in a necklace, filling the listener with the 
magic and excitement of the holidays. 
 
Shaw often has been cited as America’s greatest choral conductor, with a remarkable career that 
included positions as conductor and musical director of both the Cleveland and the Atlanta symphony 
orchestras. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call (616) 331-2185. 
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Grand Valley ranked in top 10 for study abroad participation 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University is ranked in the top 10 of institutions its size in the 
number of students who participate in study abroad programs. 
 
The Institute of International Education released data from the 2012-2013 academic year, and Grand 
Valley was ranked 10th among master’s degree institutions for study abroad, with 721 students. During 
the 2011-2012 reporting year, Grand Valley was ranked fifth, with 825 students. 
 
Mark Schaub, chief international officer, said Grand Valley is third in Michigan behind Michigan State 
University and the University of Michigan in terms of participation. 
  
MEDIA NOTE 
November 17, 2014 
 
 
Media-GVSU Susan Ford Bales event canceled 
 
The Grand Valley State University event featuring Susan Ford Bales on November 18 has been canceled. 
“The Education of Gerald R. Ford” with Susan Ford Bales may be rescheduled during the winter 2015 
semester. 
 
For more information, contact GVSU University Communications at (616) 331-2221. 
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GVSU's Wesorick Center establishes institute for polarity thinking 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Part of the work in transforming the health care system, according to experts, 
rests in polarity thinking, the skill set required to avoid wasting time, money and energy. 
 
The Bonnie Wesorick Center for Health Care Transformation at Grand Valley State University has 
established an Interprofessional Institute for Polarity Thinking in Health Care. 
 
Housed in the Kirkhof College of Nursing, the institute will offer diverse educational and networking 
opportunities for leaders who are interested in growing their knowledge of polarity thinking and their 
ability to leverage polarities. 
 
Evelyn Clingerman, executive director of the Wesorick Center, said the legacy of today’s health care 
leaders relies on polarity thinking. Polarities are two or more values or views that may appear as 
opposites but are interdependent and need each other to reach a goal that neither can achieve alone. 
 
“Knowledge and use of polarity thinking will lead to sustainable, quality, cost effective systems that will 
serve humanity from pre-birth to death,” she said. “The major issues haunting health care are a 
combination of problems to be solved and polarities to be managed. Both skills are essential.” 
 
Clingerman explained that polarities are common in health care organizations, businesses and society, 
and that they are ongoing and cannot be problem-solved away. One common polarity in health care is 
mission and margin; both are important, so learning to leverage the tension between the two poles can 
ensure sustainable quality performance.   
 
She said future continuing education opportunities at this institute would be appropriate for clinicians, 
managers, executives, consultants, educators and researchers. 
 
For more information about the Wesorick Center, visit www.gvsu.edu/wesorick. 
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GVSU Last Lecture to focus on human fortune 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s annual Last Lecture offers an opportunity for a 
professor, nominated by his or her students, to present on a topic that ties to an overarching theme of 
lifelong learning. This year, Charles Pazdernik, professor of classics, has been selected as the Last Lecture 
honoree. 
 
Scott St. Louis, Student Senate vice president of educational affairs, said one reason Pazdernik was 
chosen is because of his dedication to his students despite facing adversity. 
 
“In spite of having suffered a severe spinal injury during the summer of 2014 after colliding with a car 
while riding his bike to work, Dr. Pazdernik has remained dedicated to helping his students, advising 
several of them even while undergoing full-time rehabilitation,” said St. Louis. “Dr. Pazdernik is known 
on campus for serving those around him with his powerful intellect, approachable personality and 
superb teaching.” 
 
This year’s lecture, titled “Blind Hopes? Storytelling and Human Fortune,” will take place Thursday, 
November 20 at 7 p.m. in the Mary Idema Pew Library Multipurpose Room on the Allendale Campus. 
Pazdernik said his lecture will focus on the ways in which people rely on the telling of stories in order to 
organize experiences and to make them meaningful, especially when they involve catastrophic change. 
 
“The ancients referred to such changes as ‘reversals of fortune’ and devoted a lot of thought to the 
topic,” said Pazdernik. “I plan to share some of the resources from Classical Greco-Roman civilization 
that have been especially relevant and valuable to me as I’ve navigated my own reversal of fortune.” 
 
Each fall students nominate the professors who have had the greatest impact on them to be the 
possible Last Lecture honoree. 
 
This year, the Student Senate received more than 250 nominations from students for approximately 160 
unique faculty members. Following nominations, the Student Senate chooses the honoree. 
 
Pazdernik said it is a “great honor” to be invited to deliver the Last Lecture. 
 
“It’s an opportunity for me, as a member of the faculty, to address issues and topics that are personally 
meaningful and hopefully of wider relevance,” said Pazdernik. “We all profit from interactions like these 
that take place within an academic setting but outside of regular coursework and the established 
curriculum.” 
 
St. Louis said the Last Lecture is loosely based on a similar event held in 2007 by Randy Pausch, a 
professor at Carnegie Melon University who was diagnosed with terminal pancreatic cancer. 
 
For more information, contact Scott St. Louis at stlouiss@mail.gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA NOTE: Photos from the 2013 Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration are available via Dropbox at 
http://gvsu.edu/s/Lw. 
 
 
Interfaith event to celebrate Thanksgiving season of peace and gratitude 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Several religious and non-religious traditions will soon come together in Grand 
Rapids as the West Michigan interfaith community expresses their values of peace and gratitude in 
celebration of the Thanksgiving season. 
 
The 15th annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration, coordinated by Grand Valley State University’s 
Sylvia and Richard Kaufman Interfaith Institute, will be held at Westminster Presbyterian Church on 
Monday, November 24 at 7 p.m. 
 
“The Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration is a time when many faith traditions come together to give 
thanks for our blessings and by doing it together, we also celebrate and give thanks for a community 
where all faith traditions are respected,” said Doug Kindschi, Kaufman Interfaith Institute director. 
 
Interfaith Thanksgiving services in Grand Rapids have been held since 1987, celebrated among the 
Marywood Dominican Sisters, Congregation Ahavas Israel, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox and Third 
Reformed Church. That tradition became a citywide Interfaith Thanksgiving celebration in 2000 when 
the number of churches and faith traditions participating expanded. 
 
“This Thanksgiving celebration is an opportunity to gather the splendid diversity from around our city to 
tell stories, sing songs, reflect for a moment and share insights,” said Katie Gordon, Kaufman Interfaith 
Institute program manager. “By this sharing, people can increase their gratitude for each other and for 
the various paths that bring us together.” 
 
In conjunction with the Thanksgiving service, representatives from the Kaufman Interfaith Institute will 
also speak about the 2015 Year of Interfaith Service. 
 
During the institute’s 2015 initiative, various congregations around West Michigan will participate in 
community service activities, including interfaith builds with Habitat for Humanity, volunteering at 
homeless shelters in the Grand Rapids Heartside district, donation drives for Goodwill Industries of West 
Michigan, park maintenance and cleanup with Friends of Grand Rapids Parks and much more. 
 
For more information about the Interfaith Thanksgiving celebration or the 2015 Year of Interfaith 
Service, contact Katie Gordon at (616) 331-5702 or gordonk1@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU seminar outlines benefits of local foreign trade zone 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Companies can save money and stay competitive in the international 
marketplace by utilizing the Kent-Ottawa-Muskegon Foreign Trade Zone. 
 
A seminar, “Discover the Benefits of Using Your Local Foreign-Trade Zone,” will be held December 5 at 
Grand Valley State University, sponsored by Grand Valley’s Van Andel Global Trade Center. 
 
Alicia Cortez, customs compliance supervisor for Wolverine Worldwide, Inc., is the guest speaker. Cortez 
played an integral role in implementing Wolverine Worldwide’s Foreign-Trade Zone program and 
currently manages both the Michigan and Kentucky Foreign-Trade Zone operations. 
 
The U.S. Foreign-Trade Zone is a designated area considered outside the U.S. for customs purposes, that 
are secure and enclosed areas located in or adjacent to a customs port of entry. Foreign-Trade Zones 
help U.S. businesses by reducing operational costs and encouraging activity by allowing delayed or 
reduced duty payments on foreign materials, including cash flow savings. 
 
“Discover the Benefits of Using Your Local Foreign-Trade Zone” 
December 5 
11 a.m. registration 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. lunch program 
GVSU Bicycle Building, 201 Front Avenue SW 
$30 VAGTC member, $45 non-member 
 
The seminar will cover: 
• No duties on imported goods that are re-exported 
• Lower tariff rates on materials receiving value-add activity 
• Elimination of duties for waste, scrap, rejected or defective parts 
• Customs efficiencies including direct delivery and weekly entry 
 
For more information, contact the Van Andel Global Trade Center at (616) 331-6811. 
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MEDIA-Johnson Center for Philanthropy establishes new institute 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy has 
selected Teresa (Teri) Behrens to serve as the inaugural director of the center’s newly formed Institute 
for Foundation and Donor Learning (IFDL), which will bring together three current Johnson Center 
programs. 
 
Behrens has been the editor-in-chief for The Foundation Review and the director of special projects at 
the Johnson Center for more than five years. 
 
The new institute brings together three programs at the Johnson Center that meet the learning needs of 
grantmakers and other donors in unique ways, and that support the foundation sector across the 
nation. Behrens said gathering the three programs — The Foundation Review journal, The Grantmaking 
School, and the Web platform LearnPhilanthropy – together under a single institute enhances the 
outreach, sustainability and quality of each venture, while further establishing the center as a premier 
national resource for grantmaker education. Behrens will continue to serve as editor for the journal. 
 
Behrens has worked at the Johnson Center since January 2009 and brings with her more than 25 years 
of experience in the program planning and evaluation field. Prior to joining the Johnson Center, she 
served as the director of evaluation for the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, and as a consultant in program 
planning and evaluation for organizations such as the National Science Foundation. 
 
Behrens holds a doctorate in psychology from North Carolina State University and a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and English from Case Western Reserve University. 
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GVSU cohort will help keep talent in area 
 
HOLLAND, Mich. — Students in the first accelerated degree program offered at Grand Valley State 
University’s Meijer Campus in Holland will be involved in helping community leaders attract and retain 
talented workers in the area. 
 
The Accelerated Leadership Program cohort has identified a theme, “Fostering the Future: Developing, 
Attracting, and Retaining Talent in West Michigan,” when classes begin in January. 
 
Lisa Miller, director of the Meijer Campus in Holland, said courses will integrate projects that involve 
that theme and students will work with community leaders to identify ways that West Michigan can 
create a vibrant 21st century region. 
 
Students who enroll in the Liberal Studies Leadership Program will take one five-week class at a time, 
with most finishing their degree in 19 months. Students who will best qualify will have earned about 72 
credits, are at least 24 years old with two or more years of work experience, and are highly motivated. 
 
A cohort began at the Grand Rapids Pew Campus this fall. To learn more about the program, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lead19 or call (616) 394-4848. 
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MEDIA NOTE: a high-resolution photo of LeBlanc is available via Dropbox: 
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GVSU student asks for scholarship from Make-A-Wish Michigan 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Many kids with life-threatening conditions who receive wishes granted by Make-A-
Wish Michigan are off to a vacation destination or to meet a celebrity. 
 
Jessica LeBlanc wanted to go to Allendale to attend college at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Clinton Township native received her wish to be a Laker when Make-A-Wish Michigan granted her a 
partial scholarship this fall. 
 
LeBlanc, now 18, is majoring in nursing. Two years ago, she underwent a kidney transplant after months 
of dialysis and hospitalization. LeBlanc said doctors aren’t sure what caused her kidney to fail rapidly. 
The first symptom she noticed was blurry vision. 
 
“My parents took me to an ophthalmologist to test my vision, and very quickly I was having blood work 
done and being admitted to the hospital,” LeBlanc said. 
 
She spent about six months on the wait list for a donor kidney. LeBlanc missed most of her senior year in 
high school and said it was marching band she missed the most; she plays the piccolo. 
 
One of her doctors at University of Michigan Mott Children’s Hospital referred LeBlanc to Make-A-Wish. 
“I was a senior in high school and I knew I needed a scholarship to go to college to study nursing, so I 
made my wish for that,” she said. 
 
While LeBlanc didn’t join the Laker Marching Band, she is active on campus, serving on the council for 
her living center and as a member of Grand Valley’s American Sign Language and Culture Club and its 
Make-A-Wish Club. 
 
Karen Davis, president and CEO of Make-A-Wish Michigan, said the organization was honored to grant 
LeBlanc’s wish. 
 
“Jessica’s heartfelt wish was to receive a college scholarship to help further her education, and we are 
delighted to make this wish come true,” Davis said. 
 
Make-A-Wish Michigan grants more than a wish a day, Davis said. 
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Santa visiting GVSU during holiday clothing drive 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Instead of waiting in long lines at local department stores to visit Santa this year, 
students from Grand Valley TV are encouraging people of all ages to visit jolly old St. Nicholas at the 
Kirkhof Center on Grand Valley's Allendale Campus December 5. 
 
Kids can sit on Santa’s lap, read their wish lists and take pictures in the Kirkhof Center lobby from  
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Pictures cost $2 with all proceeds going toward funding GVTV. 
 
GVTV is also collaborating with Grand Valley’s Alpha Phi Omega fraternity to sponsor a holiday clothing 
drive through December 13. The group will be donating collected clothing to the Grand Rapids YWCA 
and Guiding Light Missions for Men. Donations can be dropped off in designated boxes in the following 
areas: 
 
•  GVTV Office, room 0005, Kirkhof Center, Allendale Campus 
•  Mary Idema Pew Library, Allendale Campus 
•  Steelcase Library, Richard M. DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
•  Grand Valley Women’s Center, room 1201, Kirkhof Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Students are asking for hats, socks, gloves, scarves, sweatshirts, T-shirts, pants, blankets, toiletry items 
and coats. Clothing may be new or used if in good condition. 
 
Sean O’Melia, GVTV public relations coordinator, said the annual clothing drive is a great tradition for 
students and the West Michigan community. 
 
“To help those in need stay warm during these bad winters is such an important task that often gets 
forgotten about” said O’Melia. “This seems to help and we always get a great turnout, so it not only 
helps our local community, but with all the donations we get, it really shows how giving Grand Valley 
students are.” 
 
For more information about these holiday events and fundraisers, contact GVTV at 
contact@grandvalleytv.com 
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GVSU engineering, computing report record enrollment 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A record number of students are enrolling in and graduating from engineering 
and computing programs at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Seymour and Esther Padnos College of Engineering and Computing (PCEC) reported that the number 
of students majoring in engineering programs has nearly doubled in the last 10 years, and enrollment in 
computing and informations systems programs has increased by 46 percent since 2006. 
 
Paul Plotkowski, dean of the college, said the growth is attributed to employer demand and student 
interest, which is a result of more attention being paid to STEM disciplines in K-12 schools. 
 
“The message that these disciplines are making a difference in the world is being heard,” Plotkowski 
said. “Ten to 15 years ago, you probably never heard of work like biomedical engineering. Today, it’s a 
very understood thing and a good example of how engineering changes the world.” 
 
Plotkowski said the No. 1 piece of feedback PCEC receives from students is the benefits of cooperative 
education, a program that requires students to complete three semesters of paid intern work for an 
employer that is most often located in West Michigan. 
 
“We’re a very teaching-oriented university, and the internship and co-op program gets our students 
ready for life and careers, not just theory,” he said. “Most students are offered full-time jobs before they 
graduate, many times at companies where they completed their co-op experience. The majority of our 
graduates are working and living in the Grand Rapids area and throughout West Michigan.” 
 
Chris Plouff, interim director of the School of Engineering, said students receive real-world experience 
while pursuing their degree. “The internship and co-op work not only provide a great resume builder, it 
enhances the learning experience by making the theoretical content relevant and tangible, allowing for 
deeper and more meaningful learning,” he said. 
 
Grand Valley provides opportunities for K-12 students to learn about STEM careers through camps and 
workshops. Learn more at www.gvsu.edu/pcec. 
 
The engineering program was established in the mid-1980s with 135 students. All five engineering 
programs at Grand Valley are accredited by the U.S. Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology 
(ABET), a national system that assesses the quality of engineering programs in the U.S. 
 
For more information, contact Paul Plotkowski at (616) 331-6260 or plotkowp@gvsu.edu, and Chris 
Plouff at (616) 331-6017 or plouffc@gvsu.edu. 
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Current business trends: A return to slow, steady growth 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The greater Grand Rapids industrial economy eased to a slower pace in 
November, according to results of a monthly survey compiled by Brian G. Long, director of Supply 
Management Research in the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The survey results are based on data collected during the last two weeks of November. 
 
The survey’s index of business improvement, called new orders, remained positive at +16, but down 
from +26 reported last month. The production index came in at +12, lower than the +23 reported last 
month, and the employment index retreated to +16, down from +34 last month, but still expanding. 
 
“The office furniture business continues to see stronger sales,” said Long. “Other industries reported 
mixed results. For instance, capital equipment firms generally came in strong, but two firms were hit by 
a considerable drop in new business coming in for 2015. The same scenario came from the industrial 
distributors, several of which reported brisk business but others blamed seasonal conditions for the 
slower pace. Any firm related to aerospace is holding its own. Auto parts producers generally remain 
strong, but several have noted the first downtick in business in several months.” 
 
Long said Kent County now has the lowest (unadjusted) unemployment rate in the state at 4 percent. 
For the State of Michigan, the unadjusted rate now stands at 6.4 percent, considerably below the 8.2 
percent rate for the same time in 2013. “The unemployment picture continues to improve, but we still 
have a gap to close before we can consider West Michigan to be back to full employment,” Long said. 
 
Crude oil prices are down, and gasoline is selling for almost a dollar per gallon less than six months ago. 
Long said other commodities are also falling in price. “Iron ore is now about half the price of what it was 
just one year ago,” said Long. “Copper, lead, zinc, nickel and palladium are all 10-15 percent lower in 
price than just a few months ago. The fear is that wide-spread declines in commodity prices have 
preceded past recessions.” 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region’s major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as “same,” “up” or “down.” An expanded version of this 
report and details of the methodology used to compile it are available at www.gvsu.edu/scblogistics. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
 
For more Grand Valley news, visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow or follow us on Twitter: @GV_Now. 
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GVSU students address city on how to retain millennials 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A group of Grand Valley State University students presented suggestions to city 
commissioners December 2, on how Grand Rapids can retain young professionals. 
 
Mayor George Heartwell asked for the students’ help researching the topic during his 2014 State of the 
City address in January, when he announced a partnership between the city and the university. A new 
Grand Valley course was formed in the fall consisting of 13 students who interviewed to be a part of the 
class and study how to attract and retain millennials. 
 
During the semester, students heard presentations from various neighborhood and community groups 
like The Rapid, Friends of Grand Rapids Parks, Global Bridgebuilders, Hello West Michigan, Challenge 
Detroit, Experience Grand Rapids, The Gordon Group Realtors, and more. 
 
The students highlighted key issues important to millennials such as employment, affordable housing, 
transportation, entertainment, diversity and sustainability. They studied success stories from cities like 
Boston, Portland, Austin, Washington, D.C., and Detroit. 
 
Chris Stoffel, 30, a senior from Chicago studying anthropology, said the class didn’t identify one big 
splashy idea that would be a magic bullet. “We can’t say one specific change will make people want to 
move to Grand Rapids because everything is connected,” said Stoffel. “For example, the bus system 
attracts millennials but it also has an impact on sustainability and an impact on where you live and on 
housing, which can also have an affect on diversity. We are looking at a lot of smaller, different 
changes.” 
 
The class found Grand Rapids already has some key components to retaining and attracting young 
professionals, like walkable neighborhoods, bike paths and public parks. “Millennials pay attention to 
the city culture during the day,” said Jacob Schacht, 20, a political science major from Mattawan. “If 
people believe there are things to do, they will spend more time in the city and want to live in the city. 
Walkability and bikeability in Grand Rapids are crucial.” 
 
The students found that good public transportation was near the top of the wish list for young 
professionals and said Grand Rapids is on the right track. “We heard from a representative from The 
Rapid and they are doing a great job,” said Olivia Jenison, 21, a public and nonprofit administration 
major from Howell. “The bus system is already improving and we are encouraging them to continue to 
expand. The Silver Line (which connects Grand Rapids, Kentwood and Wyoming) was a great idea. It 
brings more people to the city by bus than by car.” 
 
Key suggestions from Grand Valley students included: 
• Creating an app platform connecting all aspects of the city like restaurants, entertainment, bus routes 
• Neighborhood branding for distinction and charm 
• Developing a diversity network 
• Creating a millennials’ advisory board 
• Creating a “Make Your Mark” branding campaign for the city 
 
For more information contact Mark Hoffman, associate professor of public administration, at (616) 331-
6587 or hoffmanm@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU students invited to tour Cook Carillon Tower 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Many students hear carillon bells ringing across Grand Valley’s Allendale Campus 
every 15 minutes from the Cook Carillon Tower, but few have gotten a look inside the massive musical 
structure. 
 
On Tuesday, December 9 from 1:30-3 p.m., Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, Grand Valley university 
carillonneur, will give students tours and demonstrations of the tower on the Allendale Campus. 
 
“I will play the carillon to demonstrate the instrument, its construction, capabilities and limitations,” said 
Vanden Wyngaard. “All that is woven around a discussion of its history in other countries and in this 
country, specifically in Michigan with our rich history and collection of 14 carillons.” 
 
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Cook Carillon Tower being a focal point on the Allendale 
Campus. The tower was named for major donors and longtime Grand Valley supporters Peter and Pat 
Cook, who died in 2010 and 2008 respectively. 
 
Built and installed in 1994, the tower stands 100 feet to the top of its spire. Showcasing a clock face on 
each of its four sides, an automatic play system chimes every quarter hour. The tower houses a carillon 
consisting of 48 bronze bells created in the Netherlands. The size and weight of each bells determines 
the individual tones. The bells range from 7.5 inches to more than 51 inches, and weigh from 14 to 
nearly 3,000 pounds. 
 
Arranged in a chromatic series, a carillonneur plays the bells after climbing 61 steps to the playing cabin, 
just below the bells and clock mechanism. Cables connect the bells to a keyboard and pedal board that 
permit loud or soft tones through a variation of either hard or soft strikes by fists and feet. 
 
Vanden Wyngaard will also hold a holiday carillon concert on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus December 
24 at 9:30 p.m. On Christmas Eve, the Beckering Family Carillon will join carillon towers from around the 
world to celebrate the so-called Christmas Truce of 1914, which occurred during World War II, during an 
international symphony of bells. Carillonneurs from Belgium, France, Ireland, Japan and Grand Valley 
will perform their own renditions of “Silent Night” on the same evening. 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley's Department of Music and Dance at (616) 331-3484. 
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MEDIA-GVSU's Hauenstein Center hosts presidential scholar H.W. Brands 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Cold calculation in politics has become business as usual in Washington, but no 
politician would ever take amoral calculation to an extreme for fear of being labeled Machiavellian, said 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State 
University. 
 
In order to understand what a Machiavellian mindset might mean to the president of the United States, 
the Hauenstein Center, along with the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum, and Foundation, 
will host noted historian and author H.W. Brands on December 10. 
 
The name Machiavelli has been synonymous with unscrupulous politics for centuries, but if the 
Florentine historian and author returned to life and visited modern-day America, he would have some 
useful and surprising advice for America’s chief executive. 
 
“The Prez: Machiavelli Visits the White House” 
Presented by H.W. Brands 
December 10, 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 301 West Fulton Street, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
 
Brands, a best-selling author and historian, will discuss the advice Machiavelli would have for an 
American president and what that advice says about the state of the nation’s highest office. 
 
This event is presented in partnership with the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum, and 
Foundation. 
 
For more information, visit HauensteinCenter.org. 
  
December 1, 2014 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
A group of Grand Valley State University students will present their findings to city commissioners on 
how Grand Rapids can retain young professionals. Mayor George Heartwell asked for the students' help 
researching the topic in January during his 2014 State of the City address, when he announced a 
partnership between the city and the university. A special course was formed in the fall to study the 
issue. 
 
The students will present their findings on Tuesday, December 2, at 9:30 a.m. in Commission Chambers 
on the 9th floor of City Hall. 
 
For more information, contact Dottie Barnes at barnesdo@gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA-Grand Valley Honors College to host experts on fight against human trafficking 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Students in a Honors College class at Grand Valley State University will host a panel 
discussion about the fight against human trafficking that will feature James Kofi Annan, a former child 
slave and founder of Challenging Heights, an organization in Ghana dedicated to rescuing victims of the 
slave trade. 
 
The panel discussion will take place December 4 at 6 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium on Grand 
Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
The panel was assembled by students in the GVSU course Human Trafficking and Visionary Thinkers as a 
culminating event in service to the community. Panelists will represent their respective areas in the fight 
against the trafficking of human beings both internationally and domestically along five domains: 
detection, intervention, prevention, education and social action/awareness. 
 
Annan will be joined by: 
- Richard Hiskes, GVSU political science professor and editor of the Journal of Human Rights 
- Julie Guevara, social work professor and human rights scholar 
- Karen Zivi, GVSU political science professor and human rights scholar 
- Carmen Kickinich, a victim specialist for the FBI 
- Sgt. Jacqueline Stasiak, Human Trafficking Task Force, Michigan State Police 
- Rebecca McDonald, founder and president of Women At Risk 
- Kim Sorrelle, executive director of Rays of Hope International, Global Medial Relief 
- Emily LeBlanc, Michigan legislative driver 
- Sruda Xedagbui, trafficking survivor, Ghana 
- Julie Slagter, Michigan Abolitionist Project, global trafficking activist 
 
The panel will serve to raise awareness of human trafficking worldwide, and honor Annan as he 
prepares to receive the Doctor of Humane Letters degree during commencement ceremonies on 
December 6. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. 
  
For Immediate Release 
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NOTE: Photos of students and Beard at the ceremony will be available in a Dropbox folder after 2 p.m. 
December 6 at: http://gvsu.edu/s/LT 
 
 
Media-GVSU to celebrate graduates December 6 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Nearly 1,000 Grand Valley State University students will participate in the 
winter commencement ceremony December 6 at Van Andel Arena in downtown Grand Rapids. 
 
Students will hear an address from Grand Valley alumna Laurie Finney Beard, president of Founders 
Bank and Trust, a privately held bank in Grand Rapids. Finney began as an investment broker in 1991 
when she and other business leaders formed a partnership to create the bank. She has served as 
president and CEO since 2001 and Founders’ assets have tripled under her leadership. She earned a 
master’s degree in business administration from Grand Valley in 1981 and was a founding member of 
Grand Valley’s Women’s Center Advisory Board. 
 
Grand Valley Commencement Ceremony 
Saturday, December 6, 10 a.m. 
Van Andel Arena, downtown Grand Rapids 
The ceremony will live stream at www.gvsu.edu/commencement 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Skybox 101B is reserved for media. The box offers a mult box and an elevated, 
unobstructed view of the podium and platform. 
 
During the ceremony, the Alumni Association will present the Young Alumni Award to Ryan Slusarzyk, 
’08, global project manager for the Amway Corporation. He is a member of several groups in the 
community and at Grand Valley, including the Seidman College of Business Alumni Association Board 
and Spectrum Health Foundation Council. He has been named one the “40 under Forty” by the Grand 
Rapids Business Journal. 
 
Three individuals will receive an honorary degree during the ceremony: Laurie Finney Beard, James Kofi 
Annan and Thomas A. Wisner. Annan is founder of Challenging Heights, an organization that promotes 
youth and family empowerment and children’s rights to education and freedom from forced labor in 
Ghana. Students and faculty have worked and learned from him over the past five years. Wisner is 
president of L.E.T., Inc., a land acquisition and development company. He and his wife, Joyce Wisner, 
created scholarships for first-generation and non-traditional engineering students and physical therapy 
doctoral students. 
 
Notable students 
 
A mother and son who started classes together in the Kirkhof College of Nursing in 2010 are graduating 
together. Jennifer Zoeteman is receiving a doctorate in nursing, and her son, Matt Zoeteman, is 
receiving a bachelor’s degree in nursing. Jennifer and Matt are available for interviews and can be 
reached at (616) 828-8548 or zoetemaj@gvsu.edu. 
For Immediate Release 
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High school students to learn about engineering, computing careers 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — More than 150 students from 11 high schools across West Michigan will visit 
Grand Valley State University December 4 to learn about career opportunities in engineering and 
computing. 
 
During the Padnos College of Engineering and Computing’s Project Day, Grand Valley students will 
showcase their semester-long projects throughout the halls of the Kennedy Hall of Engineering. 
 
PCEC Project Day 
Thursday, December 4 
10 a.m.-noon 
Kennedy Hall of Engineering, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Media are encouraged to attend. 
 
Projects include a TicTacToe game that uses artificial intelligence to beat the human player; the Hugging 
Chair, a device created to calm children with autism and other impairments; and the Comfortable Catch, 
a device that attaches to walkers during physical therapy and allows a patient to sit and rest. 
 
For more information, contact Sara Maas, PCEC student services outreach coordinator, at 
maassa@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-6009. 
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Grand Valley State University January 2015 Arts Events Tip Sheet 
 
Grand Valley Writers Series 
 
The Grand Valley State University 2014-15 Writers Series is underway with a line-up of local and 
international writers coming to the Allendale Campus. All events are open to the public with free 
admission. 
 
The Grand Valley Writers series has a long history of bringing distinguished and emerging writers to 
campus to read their works, visit classes and interact with students. 
 
Todd Kaneko and Beth Peterson 
Thursday, January 22, 6-7:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Todd Kaneko is the author of “The Dead Wrestler Elegies.” His poems have appeared in Bellingham 
Review, Los Angeles Review, Barrelhouse, The Normal School and The Collagist. Kaneko lives in Grand 
Rapids and teaches in the Writing Department at Grand Valley. 
 
Beth Peterson is a non-fiction writer and an assistant professor of writing at Grand Valley. Peterson has 
an MA from Wheaton College, an MFA from the University of Wyoming and a doctorate in creative 
writing and literature from the University of Missouri. A wilderness guide before she began writing, 
Peterson is just finishing her first book of lyric essays, which are set in a disappearing glacial landscape in 
Norway. 
 
 
Arts at Noon Series 
 
The 37th season of Grand Valley State University’s Arts at Noon series features seven concerts ranging 
from the world-renowned early music ensemble Rebel to the award-winning Donald Sinta Quartet. All of 
the Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center, begin at noon, and last 
approximately one hour. The concerts are free and open to the public. For more information about any 
of the Arts at Noon concerts, call (616) 331-3484. 
 
Cooper, Hay, Van Lente Group – Wednesday, January 14 
“Few West Michigan jazz bands do it any better,” is how the Grand Rapids Press describes the music of 
the Cooper, Hay, Van Lente Group. CHV features Jim Cooper on vibes and marimba, Dave Hay on 
keyboards and Mike Van Lente on drums and percussion, a unique interactive blend of instrumental 
sounds and textures. Add to that their original repertoire and it’s know wonder CHV has been 
captivating audiences at festivals, clubs, and schools all around West Michigan. 
 
Violinist Walter Verdehr – Wednesday, January 28 
Walter Verdehr, professor of violin at Michigan State University, has a performance style that has been 
described by The Times of London as “sweeping and vigorous.” The Vienna Express called him “a perfect 
violinist with beautiful blossoming tone and noble musicality.” Verdehr presents a unique program 
featuring Sonata in F Major by Felix Mendelssohn, Fantasy for violin and harp by Camille Saint-Saens, 
and two works by James Niblock. He performs on the ex “Stephens-Verdehr” Stradivarius of 1690. 
 
 
Music & Dance Department 
 
Artist-Faculty Series: Pablo Manhave-Veglia, cello 
January 5 from 7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Centers, Allendale Campus 
This is the second concert in a series of three performances featuring cellist Pablo Manhave-Veglia 
performing the Beethoven Cello Sonatas. This concert will feature Beethoven’s Sonata No. 3 for cello. 
The final concert in the series will take place on March 23. This performance is free and open to the 
public. For more information, call (616) 331-3484. 
 
Artist-Faculty Series: Paul Carlson, tuba 
January 25 at 5 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Since beginning his study of the tuba at age 11, Paul Carlson, affiliate professor of tuba and euphonium 
at Grand Valley, has gone on to thrill audiences around the globe. After receiving degrees from the 
University of Illinois and the University of New Mexico, Carlson is currently a doctoral candidate in Tuba 
Performance at the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music. Carlson is also an active musician with the 
nationally acclaimed Dallas Brass. This concert is free and open to the public. For more information, call 
(616) 331-3484. 
 
GVSU Opera Theatre presents “Company” 
January 30, 31 at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
With music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, “Company,” received a record-setting 14 Tony Award 
nominations. Following five couples and their friend Robert, the perpetual bachelor, “Company” 
explores the true meaning of being in a relationship through a series of vignettes. Tickets: Adults $14; 
seniors, Grand Valley alumni, faculty and staff $12; students and groups $6. Tickets are an additional $1 
at the door. For tickets, call the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
 
 
GVSU Art Gallery 
 
“Veracity, Distortion, Reduction: Recent Works by Ed Wong-Ligda” 
Opening Reception: Thursday, January 15 from 5-7 p.m. 
Exhibition Dates: January 15-March 20 
GVSU Art Gallery, Performing Arts Center, room 112, Allendale Campus 
This exhibition of recent works marks the retirement of Ed Wong-Ligda, professor and coordinator of 
illustration of art and design at Grand Valley. Wong-Ligda completed his undergraduate work in 
advertising design and illustration at Art Center College of Design in Los Angeles. He has a MFA in 
painting from the University of Tulsa. Among his clients as a designer and illustrator are Benjamin 
Cummings, Cheshire Books, Dell Publishing and Van Nostrand Reinhold. Wong-Ligda’s works are in many 
private and public collections including the Grand Rapids Community Foundation, Grand Rapids Public 
Museum, Appalachian State University, State of Oregon, State of Missouri and Grand Valley State 
University. 
For Immediate Release 
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GVSU named a top military-friendly school 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been selected as a top military-friendly school by 
Military Advanced Education (MAE), as published in its 2015 Guide to Colleges & Universities. 
 
The guide, published in the December issue of MAE, provides prospective students with information 
about institutions that go out of their way to implement military-friendly policies in support of 
servicemen and women. 
 
Schools responded to an extensive survey evaluated by MAE staff. Among the attributes considered in 
evaluating this year’s institutions for inclusion in the guide were: on-campus support, online support 
services, financial aid, flexibility, and achievement in military culture. 
 
For more information contact Steven Lipnicki, assistant dean of students, at (616) 331-7188. 
  
December 9, 2014 
For Immediate Release 
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MEDIA NOTE: A pdf map of the property is available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/merj0w74057e1b0/AADLfhrdPvrLQXcRMDwBP1eia?n=33951721 
 
 
Grand Valley State University secures property for health campus expansion 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Grand Valley State University’s Board of Trustees approved a property exchange 
and purchase in downtown Grand Rapids to enable the university to expand its growing programs in 
nursing and health professions.  
 
The approval came at a special board meeting held December 9 to consider the property deal with 
Spectrum Health. Grand Valley is trading its parking lot on Lafayette Avenue for a Spectrum Health 
parking lot located next to Grand Valley’s Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences on Michigan Street. 
 
Grand Valley’s Lafayette lot is slightly less than an acre (.88 acres) and is located within the Heritage Hill 
neighborhood. Spectrum Health’s parking lot is 1.4 acres located on Michigan Street, providing more 
options for Grand Valley for future expansion on the site. 
 
In addition to the swap of land, Grand Valley will pay Spectrum Health $1.85 million in recognition of the 
differences in size, location and appraised value of each parcel. 
 
“This is a smart strategic move for the university’s future,” Board of Trustee Chair David Hooker said. 
“Acquiring this property puts Grand Valley in a strong position to continue to educate the health care 
workers we need now and in the future.” 
 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas said this transaction is part of the university’s vision to serve 
students and the region. 
 
“Grand Valley is the region’s number one provider of health care professionals and we have a mission to 
continue our leadership role,” Haas said. “This property deal is a key part in our plan to expand our 
Center for Health Sciences building on Michigan and admit more students to our high-demand 
programs. The action by our board allows us to move to the next level in planning for additional 
classrooms and laboratories downtown.” 
 
Grand Valley has submitted the project to state policy makers and the Legislature for review. It, along 
with other projects, has been advanced by the Joint Capital Outlay subcommittee for planning authority; 
approval by the House and Senate is also required. 
 
The university also owns property on the north side of the I-196 expressway, which is planned for 
additional health campus expansion over the next 25 years. 
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GVSU student investment portfolio outperforms S&P 500 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Seidman Investment Portfolio Organization at Grand Valley State 
University has outperformed the S&P 500. 
 
The student-run financial club has seen its portfolio double in value over the past few years. 
 
“The club has been outperforming the S&P 500 for several years,” said Jacob Freeland, a finance and 
economics major and president of Seidman IPO. “Our student portfolio was about $30,000 when I came 
to Grand Valley four years ago, now it’s doubled in value at about $68,000.” 
 
Students in the club meet once a week, with 30-60 students attending each time. Freeland said they 
perform about six trades each semester, looking for companies with better growth opportunities. 
 
“We voted to buy Delta Airlines when it was under $20 a share, now it’s selling around $40 a share,” 
said Freeland. “After researching the Chinese market, we decided to sell our stock in a Chinese oil 
company. It’s now down 50-60 percent from where it was.” 
 
For more information, contact Jacob Freeland at freelanj@mail.gvsu.edu. 
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MEDIA NOTE: A photo of Cardenas and Sall can be found on Dropbox at this link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4luoock4axjx762/AAA5WuqtW1fbbTOGSSVTAH3fa?dl=0 
 
 
Gov. appoints city manager and business development expert to Grand Valley Board of Trustees 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Gov. Rick Snyder today appointed two Grand Valley alumni to the Grand Valley 
State University Board of Trustees, effective January 1, 2015. 
 
Victor Cardenas, assistant city manager of Novi, and Megan Sall, business development manager for the 
Right Place Program in Grand Rapids, have been appointed to eight-year terms ending December 31, 
2022.  
 
They will succeed trustees Michael Thomas of Freeland and Shelley Padnos of Grand Rapids, whose 
terms expire at the end of this year.  
 
“We look forward to working with Victor Cardenas and Megan Sall, who both bring impressive 
experience and backgrounds to our board,” said David Hooker, chair of the Grand Valley Board of 
Trustees. “We want to thank Shelley Padnos and Michael Thomas for their service. Their time on our 
board was productive, and we are grateful that they lent their expertise to positioning Grand Valley as a 
leading university.” 
 
Cardenas earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from Grand Valley in 2000 and a master’s 
degree in public affairs from Indiana University. He is the assistant city manager of Novi and was acting 
city manager during a vacancy in the top job earlier this year. While at Grand Valley, he was active in 
student government and was elected president of the Student Senate. 
 
“I am honored, humbled and excited to serve on my alma mater’s Board of Trustees,” said Cardenas. “I 
look forward to serving both the student body and alumni base.” 
 
Sall, of Grand Rapids, earned two degrees from Grand Valley — a bachelor’s in international relations in 
2007 and a master’s in public administration in 2009. Prior to joining Right Place, Sall was 
DDA/Community Services director for the City of Wyoming, Michigan, and was a program manager for 
the International City/County Management Association in Washington, D.C, working on a USAID project 
in Afghanistan assisting in the creation and improvement of local government services. While at Grand 
Valley, she was a Cook Leadership Fellow and currently serves as a mentor for the Cook Leadership 
Academy. 
 
“It’s a privilege and honor to be able to serve the Grand Valley community in this way,” said Sall. “I am 
excited about all the things Grand Valley is doing and I’m proud of the impact it has on the community. I 
look forward to working alongside the university as we move forward and continue to do great things 
for West Michigan and the state.” 
 
For Immediate Release 
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NOTE: Photos and b-roll of prototype testing are available on DropBox: http://gvsu.edu/s/MN 
 
 
Researchers developing affordable flow battery technology 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The wind and sun can produce great amounts of power, but it can usually only be 
harnessed when it’s windy and the sun is shining. Researchers at Grand Valley State University and Ann 
Arbor-based Vinazene are working to change that by creating a new type of flow battery technology that 
will allow the capture, collection and storage of energy through organic compounds. 
 
The project, funded by a Phase II Small Business Innovation Research grant through the U.S. Department 
of Energy to Vinazene, includes researchers from Grand Valley’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable 
Energy Center (MAREC) and Chemistry Department. 
 
Andrew Lantz, associate professor of chemistry at Grand Valley, Bill Schroeder and John Schroeder, 
research consultants for Grand Valley, and a group of students are developing and testing a prototype 
device to showcase the redox flow battery technology concept.  
 
Lantz said the flow cell technology is similar to batteries, except that instead of all the chemicals 
contained in the battery, the chemicals — or electrolytes — are stored in batteries on large external 
reservoirs and are pumped into the battery as needed during charge or discharge cycles. 
 
“The main roadblock with many renewable energy sources is their lack of consistent power output over 
time,” said Lantz. “Flow battery technology can help deal with this issue by storing energy reserves 
during times of peak collection and discharging the energy when it is needed.” 
 
While other companies and universities are conducting similar research, Vinazene founder Paul 
Rasmussen, professor emeritus of chemistry and macromolecular science and engineering at the 
University of Michigan, said many rely on expensive, scarce elements to supply the batteries; his team is 
using organic compounds that are less expensive and more accessible. 
 
Lantz said as the country shifts to renewable energy, this concept will be especially well suited for solar 
and wind energy sources. 
 
The group will continue to perform research through April with funding through the SBIR grant. 
 
For more information, contact Andrew Lantz at lantza@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-8753 or Paul Rasmussen 
at pgrasmsn@gmail.com. 
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GVSU students win Ford video contest, producing national advertisement with company 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. —Students from Grand Valley State University’s School of Communications have 
earned the opportunity to continue working with Ford Motor Company in Detroit to produce a national 
advertisement. 
 
During a December 12 ceremony, the team of students was awarded the opportunity to expand their 
video project with Ford’s advertising agency, Team Detroit, and a monetary prize. 
 
The competition between Grand Valley, Calvin College and Compass College for Cinematic Arts 
challenged students to develop and produce online videos showcasing inspirational stories about people 
or organizations in Michigan. 
 
The total number of unique video views on YouTube determined the winner. Grand Valley’s video, “Big 
Trees,” received 5,012 views at the final tally. 
 
The video highlights Archangel Ancient Tree Archive founded by David Milarch. 
 
“It’s an organization dedicated to cloning the world’s largest and most iconic trees in order to replace 
the natural filter system of our water and air to fight global warming caused by climate change,” said 
Lindsey VanDenBoom, advertising and public relations major at Grand Valley. “Today, AATA has 
established living archives containing hundreds of vital trees in Michigan.” 
 
Ian Kast, the project’s director of photography, recently traveled to California with Team Detroit and 
Milarch to collect footage of monumental Redwood trees, which will be added to the original video. 
 
“The trip was the most breathtaking, amazing, eye opening trip I have ever taken,” Kast said. “David 
showed us his home away from home in the redwoods and made it clear to us the importance of the 
message of his company. Team Detroit showed me a very professional workflow. I was able to lead the 
crew on what and where to shoot, but I was also given direction.” 
 
The entire Grand Valley team of seven students will join Team Detroit in late January to complete final 
edits. The revised video is scheduled to launch nationwide in early February. 
 
Kast said working with his fellow students has created an amazing learning experience that transcends 
the classroom. 
 
“The other students that I have been working with are top notch and definitely made it feel like this was 
a full on professional production and not a school project,” Kast said. “Working with Ford has been a 
great experience. They don’t treat us like we are students. It really gave me an idea of what the 
professional world has in store for me.” 
 
Frank Blossom, affiliate professor of advertising and public relations and advisor for Grand Valley’s Ford 
team, said that this video project might have a lasting affect on the university. 
 
“One unintended consequence of this experience has been the opportunity to connect David Milarch 
and his reforesting ancient, champion tress with GVSU sustainability, STARS®, Tree Campus USA, the 
GVSU Master Plan and the GVSU arborist program,” Blossom said. “We may have monumental trees 
adding to our Laker legacy soon.” 
 
To watch Grand Valley’s original contest entry, visit http://youtu.be/kfcXRmKr2f8. 
 
For more information, contact Frank Blossom at blossomf@gvsu.edu. 
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Study reveals spread of invasive species in Great Lakes 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — Researchers from Grand Valley State University’s Annis Water Resources Institute, 
along with researchers from nine other universities working in partnership with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, have found invasive faucet snails in many 
new locations throughout the Great Lakes basin over a three-year period. The snails carry parasites that 
are deadly to native waterfowl, including ducks and coots. 
 
The new locations where the faucet snails have been found show that they have invaded many more 
areas along the Great Lakes coastline than experts realized. 
 
Researchers said the spread of the small European snails is bad news for waterfowl, as they are known 
to carry intestinal flukes that kill ducks and coots. 
 
“Our finding highlights the importance of ecological monitoring, especially at a large spatial scale, and 
making those results publicly available so that decision makers have good information when 
implementing management strategies,” said Carl Ruetz, a professor at the Annis Water Resources 
Institute and collaborator on the Great Lakes coastal wetlands monitoring project.  
 
The small snail, 12-15 mm (approximately 0.5 inch) in height at full size, is brown to black in color with a 
distinctive whorl of concentric circles on the shell opening cover that looks like tree rings. The tiny size 
of young snails means they are easily transported and spread, and they are difficult to kill. 
 
According to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the faucet snail carries three intestinal 
trematodes that cause mortality in ducks and coots. When waterfowl consume the infected snails, the 
adult trematodes attack the internal organs, causing lesions and hemorrhage. Infected birds appear 
lethargic and have difficulty diving and flying before eventually dying. 
 
Although the primary purpose of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is to assess how Great Lakes 
coastal wetlands are faring, detecting invasive species and their spread is one of the secondary benefits. 
The scientific team expects to report soon on the spread of non-native fish, and has helped to locate and 
combat invasive aquatic plants. 
 
“Coastal wetlands provide numerous ecosystem services, yet are critically threatened,” said Alan 
Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources Institute, and a collaborator on the project. “This is 
another example of how our natural systems are constantly at risk, and why it is so important to remain 
vigilant, as is being done through this basin-wide monitoring effort.” 
 
For more information, contact the Annis Water Resources Institute at gvsu.edu/wri. 
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GVSU carillon joins international Christmas Eve chorus of remembrance 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — On Christmas Eve, Grand Valley State University’s Beckering Family Carillon 
Tower will join an international chorus of carillon bells to commemorate a Christmas truce between 
German and allied soldiers 100 years ago during World War I. 
 
The concert at the Lacks International Plaza on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus will take place at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. The concert is free and open to the public. Free parking will be available at 
the DeVos and Watson parking lots. 
 
The Peace Carillon at Messines in Belgium will play at 7:14 p.m. GMT+1 hour on Christmas Eve, the 
approximated time of the Christmas Truce of 1914. The Peace Carillon will begin with “Silent Night – 
Stille Nact,” a Christmas carol sung simultaneously in three languages during the 1914 Christmas Truce. 
Carillonneurs from Belgium, France, Ireland, Japan and the United States, including Grand Valley, will 
then perform their own renditions of “Silent Night.” 
 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, Grand Valley university carillonneur, said joining the international chorus 
will make for a unique and memorable experience. 
 
“Playing the carillon is generally a solitary enterprise and on the 24th, the city is very quiet while the bell 
sounds fill the air,” Vanden Wyngaard said. “To know for certain that bells around the world will be 
sharing air space with the Beckering Family Carillon on that night will make it less solitary for me and 
perhaps more memorable for everyone.” 
 
On December 7, 1914 during World War I, Pope Benedict XV suggested a temporary hiatus of the war 
for the celebration of Christmas. The warring countries refused to create any official cease-fire, but on 
Christmas soldiers along the Western Front declared their own unofficial truce. 
 
Starting on Christmas Eve, many German and British troops emerged from the trenches to sing 
Christmas carols across the lines. On Christmas morning, the soldiers met to hold joint religious services 
and helped to bury each other’s dead. The ceremonies were followed by a day of remembrance and 
celebrations. 
 
The Christmas Truce of 1914 came only five months after the outbreak of war in Europe and was one of 
the last examples of the outdated notion of chivalry between enemies in warfare. 
 
For more information, call the Grand Valley Music and Dance Department at (616) 331-3484. 
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Registration open for Ready to Run Michigan 
-- Workshop offers campaign training for women 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — When the new U.S. Congress convenes in January, it will — for the first time — 
include more than 100 women. However, Michigan continues to hold its rank at 36th in the nation for 
the number of women holding state elected offices. 
 
To help boost the number of women serving in local, state and national politics, Grand Valley State 
University, Saginaw Valley State University and the Michigan ACE Women’s Network join other sponsors 
to host the fourth annual “Ready to Run Michigan,” a bipartisan campaign training workshop designed 
to encourage women to run for office. 
 
Registration is now open for the 2015 workshop, set for April 17-18 on the campus of Saginaw Valley. 
Cost to attend the daylong workshop is $100, an optional networking reception is $25. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/readytorun to register and see details. Space is limited and some scholarships are 
available. 
 
The workshop will include sessions on campaign planning, fundraising, media training and messaging. 
Campaign professionals will lead trainings, and elected and appointed female politicians are scheduled 
to speak and provide insight. 
 
Ready to Run Michigan is co-sponsored by SMG Strategies, with support from the Rutgers University 
Center for American Women and Politics. For more information, visit the website or call (616) 331-2748. 
 
